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Session Title: Civil Society Vision: Systemic Reforms
to Leave No One Behind



Dear President & moderator, Honorable country representatives,
Fellow panelists and my fellows from civil society,
Greetings from the Stakeholder Group of Communities Discriminated on Work and Descent!

| come from Mauritania, where more than two million victims of enslavement are still left aside, but |
also come to speak in the name of all the victims of discrimination in the world ...

We are over 260 million people across the world, known under the umbrella term Communities
Discriminated on Work and Descent in Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America

Dear President & moderator, Honorable country representatives

Due to hierarchical and generational discrimination Communities Discriminated on Work and Descent
have been, and continue to be subject to forced labour, bonded labour and other contemporary forms of
slavery. However, the nexus and ways of scape these conditions through education have has been
documented but lacks the adequate recognition to be a transformative and revolutionary force education
can have. [ am an example of the transformative force for good education represents. I was born anslaved,
because my Mam was enslaved .. Education ( School ) saved freed me . Since I was able to free myself
from these shackles, the slaves in country, Mauritania and in the neibering countries, especially Senegal,
Mali, Niger and Tchad , are not handcuffed with chains and shackles in their hands or feet , but in their
minds. They believe that they were created to be less than others ! and there is no way to remove those
shackles and change those mindsets only by education and education only

The SDG4-Education 2030 commitment promotes inclusive, quality lifelong learning opportunities for all
and is especially important for woman and girls as they tend to be culturally marginalized from education
and 71 percent of victims of contemporary forms of slavery are woman or girls. Education represents one
of the most promising escapes from conditions of forced labour.

The commitment to inclusive quality education and improved learning outcomes also implies the urgent
need to focus on teachers — their empowerment, professional development and ensure inclusive learning
is possible to ensure a learning environment free of descent-based discriminatory hierarchies.

A large number of children and adolescents from Communities Discriminated on Work and Descent
remain out of school. Just before the pandemic struck, 53% of young people were completing secondary
school globally, but only 29% in sub-Saharan Africa, likely excluding children from Communities
Discriminated on Work and Descent particularly severe.

Dear President & moderator, Honorable country representatives

Funding for education is probably the easiest and most obvious recommendation I would like to make
here today and creating programs to incentivize children and especially woman and girls to attend school.

Pertinent for a learning environment is also the need for the eradication notions of purity and pollution
which are stigmas particularly devastating for woman and girls. In sub-Saharan Africa, more than a
quarter of the population spends more than half an hour per trip to collect water. This task tends to fall on
women, and this burden often prevents girls from attending school

The current government of my country is making great efforts to improve education and empower all
groups with it, but these efforts are still substandard and lack material and relevant support from the
United Nations and organizations that raise the slogan of sustainable development

Mr President



We ask your esteemed council, and through it the United nations , to put pressure on west African
countries to direct internal funds and external loans and international aid to building schools , recruiting
teachers, and motivating them. Thus,we will Leave No One Behind

Thank you and peace be upon you

Brahim Ramdhane

President of Sahel Oundation for Human Rights (Mauritania)

Stakeholder Group of Communities Discriminated on Work and Descent (SG-CDWD), member of
Mayor Group and Other Stakeholders



