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In 2015 we launched the Sustainable Development Goalswith great global
enthusiasm. Now, aswe near the halfway point, global progressis being hampered by conflict,
environmental shocks driven by climatechange, and the ramifications of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Compounding the on-the-ground realities, we have seen challenges, including limited timely, quality
and disaggregated data and statistics on SDGs, that make it difficult to understand where progress
hasbeen made or where our efforts should be focused.

In Uganda, wherelam from, we are more than 50% on track, according to the 2021 SDG Report. While
Goal 12 Responsible Consumption and Production and Goal 13 Climate Action are on track, major
challengesremainin 12 Goals and four have significant challenges. Additionally,we are missing
criticalinformation about the state of our own development. Of the 232 indicatorsassignedtothe 17
Goals,Ugandaisonly reporting on 119 indicators. We only haveinformation on one indicator for Goal
14 Life Below Water; two indicators for Goal 15 Life on Land; and five of the twenty-fiveindicators for
Goal 17 Partnershipsfor the Goals. Ugandaisnotalone in this challenge. Many Member States are not
fully tracking their progress, a trend that must be addressed as we progress toward 2030.

The 2023 SDG Summit isa much-needed opportunity to rally the world and reinvigorate our
commitments to creating a world that works for everyone.

Summit Participation &Engagement

In preparation for the Summit, it’s crucial to note the SDG principles of leaving no one behind and
reaching the furthest behind first. The only way to ensure no oneiis left behind is to ensure that
everyone hasa collectivevoice! Deliberateactions should be taken to ensure participation of
smallholderfarmers, grassroot food system actors, children, girlsand women, people with disabilities
and indigenous people. Meaningful participation from these groups can be attained by conducting
consultation with non-stateactors, such as the civil society, especially civil society networks, women-
serving and women-led organizations, youth-serving and youth-led organizations, culturaland
religiousintuitions.

The space for civil society isthreatened in many areas, both invoiceand agency. Wein civil society are
eagerto partner with UN agencies to strengthen community-based organizations everywhere. This
Summit canbe a turning point in revitalizing the ability of every person to bring their creativity and
energies towardsachieving the SDGs.

Whilethe world hasbecome more adept at working remotely and engaging online, we must
remember that 40% of the global population doesnot haveaccess to the internet, according to the
World Bank. The vast majority of people not covered by a broadband-capable networklivein rural
areasand often struggle with the very issues that the SDGs are trying to address. Summit organizers



should be creativeand pioneer new ways for people to engage. This could includeallocating funds so
thatrural people canvirtually attend at UN offices in their country, partnering with broad-reaching
agencies (like agriculture extension offices) to gatherinput or provide opportunities for people to
engage and strengthening partnerships with development partners and non-stateactorswhocan
carry the experiences and opinions of marginalized groupsto the UN.

Summit Outcomes

As the Secretariat outlined, “the preparations for the SDG Summit should aimto recreate the sense of
ownership, hope and enthusiasm that characterized the elaboration and adoption of the SDGs.” To
achievethis, there should be clearand tangible outcomes from the Summitthat restore people’s
excitement about the Goals. This couldincludeinitiativesthat havea clear focus on accelerating the
SDG implementation and overcoming our new reality. Thiscould includeincreased investments in
girls’and women’s empowerment actionsto respond to challenges of teenage pregnancy and child
marriagethathaveincreased during the COVID-19 pandemic; CSOs and DESA could mobilize and
encourage governments to increase investments and commitments in actionsthat promote multi-
sectoral responses to address malnutrition within the context of the food security and WASH nexus.
But we also need to appreciate that increased investment will only happen if we successfully restore
hope. It could also include efforts to createan enabling policy and legal environment and investments
in inclusive food systems and sustainableagriculture.

The Summit should createa collaborativeand learning environment so thatall participantscome
away reinvigorated and with new ideas. Member States should share their progress reports in
delivering the new SDG Roadmap (2021-2025). New policiesor initiatives that provide catalytic and
strategicinterventionsfor acceleration of SDG implementation should be mapped out to promote
cross-learning among countries.

The evidence in the 2023 Global Sustainable Development report should provide state parties an
opportunity toreflect andidentify acceleratorsthat will spur achievementsacross the 17 SDGs. Their
development plansand investment should align with the six major societal transformations
recommended in the 2022 Global SDG Report: Education and skills, Health and well-being, Clean
energy andindustry, Sustainable land use, Sustainablecitiesand Digital technologies.

Finally, asfor the role of the private sector as CSOs our focus should be on the local level, SMEs that
shift more power and resources and unlock productivity in marginalized communities. This should
be recognized during the Summit. Governments should be encouraged to mobilizeand support SMEs
businesses to scaletheirimpactand commitment to the national development agenda. They should
create anenabling policy and legal environment conducive for SME investment growth. The mobile
Health services in Uganda hasshown some great examples not only of innovation for development
through mobile services and the use of mobile technology to advance health and education. It has



also created partnerships with governments to widen the scale of these efforts. We need many more
companiesto acceleratetheir investments and business activitiesto deliver on the global goals.

Key Messages

To achievethe Sustainable Development Goals, we must ensure that the people most affected
by the world’s greatest challenges—includinghunger and extreme poverty, and especially
women andyouth—are atthe tableand their voicesare heard in negotiationsat the
community, national, regionaland global levels.

Civil society must mobilize the people to take charge of advocating for policy change;
facilitating associationsamong communities; and influencing national governments to
decentralize resources, budget appropriately, ensure policies/laws areimplemented
appropriately, ensure access to services, and be responsive to community needs.

The Summit organizers should engage with networks of grassroot organizations, suchasThe
Movement for Community-led Development and many others, to ensure thatthere is active
input from their member organizationsand the stakeholders they serve to local, nationaland

global policiesand recommendations.

The Summit organizerscan allocatefunds so thatrural people canvirtually attendat UN
offices in their country.

A new roadmap hasto be createdto provide a catalytic and strategic interventions for the
acceleration of SDGs implementation

A Path Forward
While many will emphasize the challenges, itis vital to rekindle the spirit of optimism that
accompanied the launch of the SDGs. There are many, many examples of grassroots people making

greatstrides to achieve the SDGs, and these must be highlighted and celebrated. An inclusive Summit
with tangible outcomes that every person canengage with can celebrate the progress we have made
while charting a path for the future.



