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[Original: English]

In 2025, Angola will celebrate 50 years of independence and, for the second
time, present its Voluntary National Review (VNR) on the implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, reaffirming its commitment to the voluntary
and participatory monitoring and review of its progress. Under the leadership of His
Excellency, President Jodo Manuel Gongalves Lourenco, and with the support of the
United Nations System in Angola, a VNR platform was established, bringing together
the National Institute of Statistics, civil society, academia, and the private sector.

Highlights

Angola has undertaken profound structural reforms aimed at consolidating the
democratic rule of law and paving the path for inclusive and sustainable development.
Efforts to combat corruption, strengthen macroeconomic stability, and promote social
development are key pillars of this transformation. Several important legal
instruments have been approved, notably the National Strategy for the Prevention and
Repression of Corruption and the establishment of the National Observatory Against
[llegal Immigration and the Illicit Trade of Mineral Resources.

As a result of economic reforms geared towards diversifying the economic
structure, Angola has experienced sustained and inclusive growth. A key priority has
been to enhance food and nutrition security and strengthen human capital
development. In 2024, the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew by 4.4%, the highest
growth rate in the past decade. In the social sector, the government approved the
National Human Capital Development Plan, aimed at aligning education and
vocational training with national labor market needs.

The country has also made significant investments in the social sector. In health,
investments have led to reductions in maternal and infant mortality and lower fertility
rates among women of reproductive age. In education, the number of schools has
grown to around 12,547, covering primary, secondary, and school campuses and
serving more than 9 million students.

At the regional level, Angola has continued to demonstrate a firm commitment
to peace, stability, and regional integration in Africa. The country played a vital role
in regional efforts to end the conflict in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo
and chaired the African Union Peace and Security Council, leading important
discussions on continental peace and security issues.

Challenges and Opportunities

The progress achieved so far further encourages Angola to address persistent
challenges with determination. The government will strengthen the social protection
network through initiatives such as the Integrated Local Development and Poverty
Reduction Programme and the Social Protection Strengthening Programme
(Kwenda). At the same time, Angola will continue promoting sustained economic
growth by investing in infrastructure to support the productive sector—most notably
the Lobito Corridor, a key driver of regional economic integration under the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).
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To address the effects of climate change, Angola will continue implementing its
National Climate Change Strategy and drought mitigation programs, with a particular
focus on enhancing climate resilience in the southern region of the country.

Path Forward

Angola’s economic diplomacy must maintain its momentum, especially as the
country assumes the Presidency of the African Union, a strategic opportunity to
strengthen its leadership at the continental level in a context marked by global
uncertainty. Domestically, continued improvements in governance, greater efficiency
in public administration, and sustained commitment to structural reforms will be
essential to ensuring inclusive and sustainable growth, positioning Angola as a
resilient and competitive nation.

[Original: English]

The Commonwealth of The Bahamas has prepared its 2025 Voluntary National
Review (VNR) through a series of consultations with key national stakeholders
representing Government, non-Government, and private sector organizations. The
2025 VNR provides an opportunity to determine the progress made in respect of the
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) since the 2021 VNR,
and The Bahamas’ efforts to recover from Hurricane Dorian and the COVID-19
pandemic. The 2025 VNR covers the period 2021 through 2024.

Economic achievements, over the past four years, include: introduction of
initiatives to enter the carbon markets, adding new revenue streams and creating
inroads for economic diversification. One such initiative is “The Bahamas Debt
Conversion Project for Marine Conservation”, launched in 2024, which is expected
to generate an estimated $124 million in funding for marine conservation over the
next 15 years. It is a public-private-partnership between the Government and partners
in the banking and NGO sectors. A key benefit of the project is an endowment fund
of up to $20 million by 2039 to finance marine conservation and management.

Moreover, The Bahamas is undertaking a comprehensive, nationwide plan to
modernize and upgrade the way it generates, stores, and distributes electricity across
the country — in alignment with SDG 7. The Government, through private sector
collaboration, is installing modern infrastructure, including utility-scale solar power
of up to 80 MW, utilizing cleaner fuels, and enacting energy efficiencies across the
archipelago. Climate resilience is being promoted through the Integrated Coastal
Zone Management program, which seeks to utilize ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA)
as a means of protecting coastal resources and communities.

Growth in the Fintech sector has been supported by enactment of the Digital
Assets and Registry Exchanges Act (DARE), placing The Bahamas among the first
countries to regulate blockchain technology and digital currencies, including the
Bahamian Sand Dollar. In the agricultural sector, efforts to enhance food security
include: expanding production through hydroponics, school gardens, poultry farming,
and use of climate-responsive agricultural practices.

Tourism remains vital to the economy, and efforts are underway to promote
sustainability through the development of a Sustainable Tourism Framework and
zero-waste-to-energy initiatives, particularly in the Family Islands. Other tourism
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programs include: development of heritage and nature trails on various islands and
capacity building in nature tourism through certification and training.

Achievements in the health sector include: reductions in maternal and infant
mortality, fewer cases of communicable diseases such as HIV and tuberculosis, and
increased vaccination coverage for childhood illnesses including measles, mumps,
and rubella.

As a Small Island Developing State, The Bahamas faces numerous challenges.
Climate change continues to be the greatest threat to its continued existence. Loss and
damage from hurricanes between 2002 and 2022 exceeded $6.7 billion, representing
more than 50 percent of GDP. The country remains vulnerable to external shocks such
as geopolitical unrest, trade disputes, and inequitable negotiation practices. A
shortage of human, technical, and financial resources continues to hinder the ability
to collect data on national-level indicators for SDG tracking.

Gender equality also remains an issue, with rising incidences of sexual violence
against women and girls. Legal and social challenges include: inability of Bahamian
women married to foreign nationals to pass citizenship to their children and pay
inequality.

Progress in SDG implementation since 2020 has been incremental and positive.
The Bahamas remains committed to implementation of the SDGs not only as
important global objectives, but as essential goals for the nation's development. The
integration of the SDGs into national development planning, including the 2021-2030
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP), reflects national
recognition of the importance of these goals for the continued growth and
development of The Bahamas.

[Original: English]

Bangladesh’s Voluntary National Review of SDGs in 2025 comes at a critical
juncture, in the aftermath of a transformative youth-led mass uprising of July-August
2024, that culminated in the fall of a repressive regime. This marked a significant
political turning point, ushering in a renewed national commitment to democratic
values, institutional transparency, and inclusive development. Amid this backdrop of
transformation, Bangladesh is redefining its development trajectory—with stronger
civic engagement, bolder policy ambitions, and a clearer focus on leaving no one
behind.

Despite deep-rooted challenges, Bangladesh’s achievements across several
SDGs are noteworthy. Income poverty is now below 19%, extreme poverty at around
6% while multidimensional poverty is below 10%. Primary school completion rate
increased to 87%. Access to safe drinking water is over 70%. Electricity coverage is
at 99%. However, food insecurity remains a concern, particularly among vulnerable
and marginalized communities. Climate change exacerbates such existing
vulnerabilities by jeopardizing food systems, displacing communities, and
threatening biodiversity.

The country has been facing macroeconomic instability since COVID-19.
Excessive economic mismanagement resulted in higher inflation, depleted reserves
and increased financial vulnerability. Inequalities—across income, gender, and
geography—have widened, limiting opportunities for many. Several factors are
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inhibiting inclusive progress, including the dominance of the informal sector
(accounts for 84.1% of the employed population), high youth unemployment with
18.9% of young people Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET), and
persistent systemic Dbarriers for women in education, employment, and
entrepreneurship roles. These structural challenges are intensified by low fiscal-
space, which continues to limit public investment in health, education, and social
protection.

Mobilizing adequate financing for SDG implementation remains a persistent
challenge. Weak institutional governance, corruption, and fragmented coordination—
alongside data quality and limited private-sector engagement—hinder the execution
of SDG focused interventions.

The Rohingya crisis remains a monumental humanitarian and development
challenge. Hosting over one million forcefully displaced Rohingya has placed
substantial economic, social, and environmental stress on Bangladesh. Declining
international support worsens the burden. In response, Bangladesh has demonstrated
resilience and a commitment to international solidarity—embodying the principles of
the 2030 Agenda.

To reaffirm its adherence to the SDGs, Bangladesh is pursuing a comprehensive
reform agenda focused on governance, transparency, and accountability. The interim
government has prioritised restoring institutional integrity, safeguarding judicial
independence, upholding press freedom and ensuring preparations for free-and-fair
elections. Multiple Task Forces along with a White Paper on the state of the economy
were initiated to provide the basis for further remedial actions necessary to revitalize
the economy. Eleven Reform Commissions were formed to achieve meaningful
progress when addressing the Constitution, Judiciary, Electoral System, Public
Administration, Police, Mass Media, Anti-corruption, Health, Workers’ Rights,
Women’s Affairs and Local Government.

Alongside these governance efforts, the national development strategy is
receiving renewed focus on investments in digital infrastructure, green transition,
technical and entrepreneurship skills development, bottom-up job creation—
particularly targeting youth, women, and underrepresented communities by fostering
SMEs. The country aims to champion a whole-of- society approach, fostering public-
private partnerships while engaging civil society, community organisations, academia
and the youth in co-creating solutions.

Bangladesh is preparing to graduate from its Least Developed Country (LDC)
status and position itself as a constructive and credible development partner. It is
calling for a renewed spirit of multilateralism—anchored in fair trade, climate
finance, debt relief, and technology transfer—to achieve a shared prosperity.
Bangladesh’s transition, navigating from a political upheaval to a reformative
ambition is a clear signal to its people that it is proactively engaging in the global
effort to realize the SDGs. Our journey ahead is rooted in the conviction that no one,
in Bangladesh or globally, should be left behind.

[Original: Russian]

BenapyCL AEMOHCTpUPYET yCTOﬁ‘{I/IBOG CONMAJIBHO-3KOHOMHUYECKOC PA3BUTUC U
MOJIUTHUYCCKYIO CTaOUIBLHOCTb. CTpaHa 3aHs1a 69-¢ MecTo B I/IHHGKCC YECJIOBCUYCCKOIO
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pPa3BUTHUA U HAXOAUTCS B KATETOPUHU CTPAH C OUEHb BBICOKUM YPOBHEM UEJIOBEUYECKOTO
pasButusa. B benapycu mnosBuiHMCh HOBBIE IPOTPECCUBHBIE OTPACIM — KOCMOC,
aToMHas ’Hepretuka. B 2021 rony BBeieH B IPOMBIIIJICHHYIO 3KCIIIyaTal[UI0 MePBhIi
9HEPTOoOJIOK OENOpPYCCKOM aTOMHOW 3JIEKTPOCTaHUMH. Ha mpoTsKeHHHM MOCIeIHUX
net benapych noiaHOCTBIO 0OecrieduBaeT cels ANEeKTPOIHEPrUeH.

VYposens nporpecca benapycu mo goctuxenuto Lleneit yeroiuuporo pa3sutus (LY P)
cocraBimsier 80,5 %. Tem He MeHee OecHpele/CHTHBIE OJHOCTOPOHHHE
NPUHYJUTEJbHBIE MEpPbI, KOTOPbIE 3amaJHble CTPaHbl NPUMEHAIOT B OTHOIIECHUHU
Benapycu, CHUKAIOT OTCHIIUAN CTPAHbI B CKOPOCTH U 00beMe nocTUrHyThix [[YP. B
TO e BpeMs benapych MoATBEpkKIaeT BBICOKYIO CTEIEHb INPUBEPKEHHOCTH CBOUM
MEXKIYHAaPOIHBIM 00513aTEIIbCTBAM.

B mexaynaponnom peiitunre L{IYP benmapycu mpunammexutr 30-¢ mecto (u3 167
roCynapcTB).

IIYP umImuiemMeHTUpOBaHBl B HOBYI HanuoHanpHYI CTpaTerurd yCTOMYUBOTO
pasButus 1o 2040 roma, a TakXke KOPPEIUPYIOTCA C roCydapCTBEHHBIMHU
NporpamMMaMu COLIMaJIbHO-3KOHOMHYECKOTO Pa3BUTHSL.

B Benapycu cosmana HanwonanpHas miargopma HpeACTaBICHHS OTYCTHOCTH IO
LIYP; obecrneuen moctyn k 232 u3 246 mokaszareicii HAIlMOHAJIBHOTO ICPCUHS;
ro0aJbHOMY YPOBHIO COOTBETCTBYIOT 174 mokasarenis. YpPOBEHb JOCTYIHOCTH
JMIaHHBIX J0CTHT 94%.

Pa3paboTana miargopma peruoHaIbHBIX JAHHBIX MO0 YCTOHYHBOMY Pa3BUTHIO.

IIYP 3. OcHOBHBIMHU IPHUHLMIIAMU CHCTEMBI 37paBooxpaHeHusa bemxapycu sSBIA0TCA
MPUOPUTETHOCTh NPO(IIAKTUYSCKUX Mep Ha OCHOBE (OPMHPOBAHHUS 3J0POBOTO
obpa3a >XM3HHU; KauyeCTBO M JOCTYNHOCTh MEIUIMHCKON IIOMOIIH, B TOM 4YHCIIE
JIEKapCTBEHHOT0 0O0EeCTeUeHUs; CaHUTapHO-3MHAEMHOJIOTnYecKoe Onaromnonydue
HaceJeHUs U ero OyayImuX MOKOJIEHUH.

benapych sBungeTcs JIMAEPOM IO MEAULMHCKUM pEeUTHHraM B Mupe. J[OCTUIHYTBI
0oJbIIME YyCIeXH B OOJACTH OXpaHbl MaTEPUHCTBA W JIETCTBA, KapIUOXUPYPTHH,
TPaBMaTOJIOTUH, HEUPOXUPYPTrUU, OPTAIBMOIOTHH, OHKOJIOTUH U OHKOT€MAaTOJIOTHH,
TPAHCIUIAHTOJOIMY U BaKIUHALIUU HACEIICHUS.

Benapycr 3aHMMaeT JUAUPYIOUIYI0 MO3MIIMI0 CPEAM CTPaH C CaMbIM HH3KUM
K03 PuIHEeHTOM MaTEPUHCKON CMEPTHOCTH.

Kaxprii 6eopyc MokeT O€CIIIaTHO MOJYYUTH 000 BUJ MEAUITMHCKOW TOMOIIH, B
TOM YHCJI€ CAMOM BBICOKOTEXHOJOTUYHOM.

IYP 5. B benapycu KOMIJIEKCHO MOAXOAAT K MOBBIIICHUIO POJIM KEHIIUH BO BCEX
chepax xu3au. Ceronns B nmapiamente benapycu nons skeHmuH coctasiseT 40,2%
(2024 1.).

TocymapctBo B benapycu obecrneunBaeT OIaronpusITHBIE YCIOBUS JJISI TOTO, YTOOBI
KEHIUHBI MOTJIN YCIIEITHO COYeTaTh paboTy W BOCHUTAaHUE NETeH.

Benapycs siBnseTcs CTpaHOU ¢ BBICOKOH JoJiel sKeHCKOoH 3aHATOCTH. Cpean 3aHATOTrO
HaceJeHus Jong skeHmuH coctaBager 50,5% (2024 r). [domst >KEHIIWH-
pyxoBonutenei — 49,6%.
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Benapycs 3anumaer 29-e Mecto B peiiTunre u3 166 ctpan no MHaekcy reHiepHOro
HEpaBEHCTBA.

HOYP 8. KauecTBo *HM3HM — HEM3MEHHBIH NMpPUOpPUTET cTpaHbl. Habmromaercs poct
BBII - 104,0% B 2024 roay. B 2025 rony nporao3upyetcs poct BBII B 104,1%.

3aprmiarsl U collMalibHBIE MPOTrpaMMbl 00eCTIeYeHbl peaJbHO MPOU3BEICHHBIMHU
TOBapaMu M YCIYyraMu, UX JKCHOPTHBIMH MOCTaBKaMu. EXErolHO yBeIUYUBAETCA
pa3mep neHcuil. BromkeTHbie chephl MOTYYaIOT MOAACPIKKY TOCYAapCTRA.

[IpupocT peanbHBIX pacIioyiaraeMbIX JIEHEKHBIX JOXOA0B HACEJISHHs 0 UTOTaM
2024 roga obecnedeH Ha ypoBHe 9,7% (mpu nporHose 3,5%). 3a ueThipe rojfa J0X0IbI
BBIpOCIU NOYTH Ha 15%.

Pacter ypoBeHb 3aHATOCTM HacejeHHUs. YpoBeHb Oe3paboruusl B 2024 T
cHu3uics 10 3,0%. DTo sABIsSeTCS HE TOJBKO CaMBIM HH3KHM 3Hau€HHEM B CTpaHe
C MOMEHTa HaOJIIOJIEHNUsI, HO U OJTHUM M3 CaMbIX HU3KHX CPEAH CTpaH MHUDpA.

IIYP 14. Oxpana npuposl U OepexHOe OTHOLIEHHE K IPUPOIHBIM pecypcaM B
coorBercTBUHM ¢ KoHcturynueit Pecnybiauku benapych sBiIseTcs H0JTroM KakJIOro
rpakJlaHuHa.

Bbenapych siBnsieTcs cTpaHoll, HE MMeEIOIIENH BbIXxona K Mopro. B To xe Bpems
6onee 20 Teicsu pek bemapycu oTtHOcsATCcs K OacceitHam UepHoro m bantuiickoro
MOpei.

CJ'IeI[OBaTeJ'II)HO, npeanpuHuMaceMbl€e B CTpaHE MEPbBI IO MOOAACPIKAHUIO
6HaFOHpI/IﬂTHOFO COCTOSAHMA U YITYUHICHUIO SKOJIOTUYECKOTO CTAaTyCa IMOBCPXHOCTHBIX
BOJOCTOKOB KOCBCHHO BO3HeﬁCTByIOT U Ha COCTOSIHME 3THX 0aCCEHHOB.

OYP 17. Ceromns OGemopycckoe OOIIECTBO JEMOHCTPUPYET TPakIaHCKOE
€IUHCTBO u TOTOBO COBMCCTHBIMHU yYCUuiauiaMu roCyaapCTBCHHBIX OpraHoB,
opraHusaiuii Bcex (popM COOCTBEHHOCTH U I'paXkJaH Pealn30BaTh 3aJa4M MATHICTKH
Ka4yecTBa.

CdopMupoBaHHBIC HOBBIC KaHAIBl OOI[ECTBEHHO-MOJIHUTUYCCKOW aKTHBHOCTH,
npexnae Bcero Bcebemopycckoe HapomaHoe cobOpaHue, O00ECHEYMBAIOT y4YacTHE
Kakaoro 6esopyca B IPUHATHH T'OCYIapCTBEHHBIX PEIICHUH, BEIpaXKEHUHU MHEHHUS.

B benapycu xkaueCTBEHHO HOBBIM yPOBEHb IOJIYUYWIO YCTOWUUBOE APTHEPCTBO
non oarugod HammonanbHOTO KOOpAMHAaTOpa mo nocTwkeHuo L[YP. AkTuBHO
pa3BuBaeTcs MHCTUTYT MonoaexHbix nocioB L[YP.

benapych dopmupyeT MOJHOIIEHHOE MapTHEPCTBO B paMKax PEerHoHaJbHBIX
opranu3zanuii, Takux kak bBPUKC, IIOC, OAKB, CHI, EADC.

Bhutan

[Original: English]

Bhutan’s development strategy is rooted in the philosophy of Gross National
Happiness (GNH), which shares deep synergies with the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). Since the adoption of Agenda 2030, Bhutan has systematically
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integrated SDGs into its Five-Year Plans (FYPs), culminating in the current 13th FYP
(2024-2029).

Bhutan’s graduation from LDC status in 2023 marks a major national milestone.
The 13th FYP serves as a critical mechanism to ensure a smooth and sustainable post-
LDC transition. Its strategic objectives—including achieving high-income status by
2034, promoting social equity, and fostering resilient governance—are carefully
aligned with both national priorities and international commitments under the 2030
Agenda.

Bhutan underscores the imperative of simultaneously securing a sustainable
post-LDC transition and accelerating progress towards the SDGs. With only five
years remaining to realize the 2030 Agenda, this dual endeavour demands immediate
and coordinated action. While Bhutan is committed to undertaking sustained
investments and enacting fit-for-purpose policy reforms, these efforts alone will not
suffice. Strong, continued, and tailored international support is indispensable to
uphold Bhutan’s gains in health, environment, and inclusive development, and to
ensure that LDC transition status leads to resilient progress.

Bhutan recently formulated its long-term national economic strategy titled the
“Bhutan 21st Century Economic Roadmap”, highlighting priority sectors and key
enablers for economic transformation. A central objective of the roadmap is to
increase Bhutan’s real GDP tenfold by 2050, while upholding the country’s
commitment to carbon neutrality, in alignment with GNH values.

Although Bhutan’s economy expanded by 4.9 percent in 2023, several socio-
economic indicators have yet to recover to their pre-pandemic levels. The overall
unemployment rate declined to 3.5 percent in 2024, while youth unemployment
dropped to 19 percent from 28.6 percent in 2022. Despite this improvement, youth
unemployment and large-scale overseas out-migration remain key concerns. As of
2022, 12.4 percent of the population was below the national poverty line. Several
economic diversification measures are being pursued to address these challenges.

Notable progressive steps toward gender equality include the decriminalization
of same-sex relations through the Penal Code (Amendment) Act 2021, marking a
major milestone in protecting LGBTQ+ rights. Bhutan continues to address gender-
based violence (GBV) through a multi-sectoral approach. In 2025, Bhutan launched
its first National Strategy and Framework of Action on Elimination of GBV- a
roadmap for coordinated and sustained actions to combat GBV. In 2023, Bhutan
ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the UN
Convention against Transnational Organised Crime.

Bhutan has significantly improved maternal and child health outcomes,
achieving SDG targets for maternal, under-five, and neonatal mortality. Mental health
and substance abuse, including alcohol abuse, remain key concerns, prompting further
focused interventions. Bhutan continues its fight against non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) through nationwide screenings and health promotion campaigns. Bhutan
reported zero indigenous malaria cases in 2024 and improved Tuberculosis outcomes.

Bhutan maintains its carbon-negative status, although rising emissions pose
future risks. The country has enhanced its climate resilience through the National
Adaptation Plan (NAP), Nationally Determined Contributions, and integrated climate
policies across sectors. Recent strategic initiatives include the formulation of
Bhutan’s Long Term Low Greenhouse Gas Emission and Climate Resilient
Development Strategy (LTS), establishment of the Bhutan Climate Fund, and launch
of the G-Zero Forum. Institutional challenges remain, including technical capacity
gaps, coordination inefficiencies, and climate data limitations.
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The VNR process has been fully inclusive, engaging government, civil society,
youth, the international community, and the private sector in a whole-of-society
approach. Despite challenges, Bhutan remains strongly committed to advancing
sustainable development, leveraging its GNH framework and institutional reforms to
drive impactful progress toward Agenda 2030.

[Original: English]

Bulgaria reaffirms its strong commitment to the implementation of the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs, the Goals) and continues to make
dedicated efforts toward their achievement.

The country places particular emphasis on engaging society as a whole in this
process and values the contribution of all stakeholders. The Goals are approached as
a complex, interconnected and mutually reinforcing framework, with a strong
emphasis on maintaining balance and coherence across them.

Bulgaria strives to ensure coherence across national policy areas with the Goals,
by coordinating actions at the national level and providing political leadership.

The focus of the Second Voluntary National Review of the Republic of Bulgaria
is on the progress achieved to date, as well as on the identified challenges and
opportunities for national economic and social development.

The review of national progress toward the Goals over the period 2015-2024
shows that:

e Bulgaria has achieved significant progress in reducing poverty and hunger.
Since the launch of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the proportion
of the population living below the international poverty line has decreased
fivefold, while the share of the population at risk of poverty has nearly halved.

e Increased investment in education and healthcare is equipping future
generations to face the challenges of tomorrow.

e The use of green technologies and innovations is being promoted, contributing
to sustainable economic growth.

e Efforts to preserve natural resources and biodiversity are recognized as
fundamental to the country’s long-term sustainability.

e Substantial progress has been made in advancing gender equality, with
continued support for women’s rights and their participation in social and
economic life.

e Bulgaria is actively working to include marginalized and vulnerable groups
in society through a range of social programmes and initiatives.

e Strong and transparent institutions are considered essential for sustainable
development. Bulgaria remains committed to enhancing the efficiency and
accountability of its institutions.

e Encouraging active citizen engagement in decision-making processes is seen
as a vital element of successful SDG implementation.

e Bulgaria recognizes the importance of international cooperation and global
partnerships for the achievement of the SDGs. The country actively
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participates in international initiatives and the exchange of good practices.
Cooperation with European partners is essential for regional development and
stability.

The review also provides an opportunity to identify areas where additional
efforts are needed to address specific challenges:

e Ensuring that policy-making is informed by timely and reliable data is
essential for its effectiveness. Looking ahead, Bulgaria will focus on the
development of national information systems and on strengthening the collection
and analysis of sustainable development-related statistics. Improved access to
high-quality data will support evidence-based decision-making and empower all
stakeholders to participate meaningfully in planning and implementation.

e Many of the barriers to achieving the Goals can be addressed more
effectively and rapidly by focusing on local-level action and addressing
challenges at the territorial level, within the framework of a robust multi-level
governance model. Bulgaria will intensify efforts to engage local authorities,
promote sustainable regional development, and ensure coherence between
territorial development policies, national priorities, and the Goals. Strengthening
coordination and cooperation between central and local government will be
crucial to this process.

[Original: English]

Czechia’s 3rd Voluntary National Review represents a longstanding
commitment to implementation of the 2030 Agenda and focuses on the progress made
since the 2nd VNR in 2021. It draws on the updated Strategic Framework Czech
Republic 2030 with an outlook to 2050, approved by the Government in 2024.
Although Czechia ranks 12th out of 167 countries (Sustainable Development Report
2024), the VNR provides a self-critical assessment that contributes to improving SDG
implementation.

The VNR is based on solid data evidence and reflects the current state of our
society. It has been created in a transparent and participatory way, incorporating
inputs from stakeholders including experts, youth and NGOs.

The social dimension of sustainable development in Czechia is underpinned by
a strong social protection system that continues to improve access to health care,
including mental health. Progress has been made towards accessible quality education
and social integration of disadvantaged groups. Some gender equality issues remain
difficult to address, but efforts are on-going. Czechia follows the LNOB approach,
e.g. by strengthening human rights, protecting vulnerable groups and supporting
social entrepreneurship. Overall, significant steps forward have been taken toward a
more inclusive society.

Czechia is making tangible progress in the economic pillar of sustainable
development and the related SDGs. Decarbonisation of the Czech economy continues,
with total emissions falling below 100 Mt CO2 eq. in 2023 for the first time. Since
1990, emissions have already fallen by 47 %. The energy intensity of the economy is
decreasing, and the share of renewable energy is steadily increasing. Czechia steadily
supports research and innovations, which is essential for the transformation of the
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traditional manufacturing industry into a modern, technologically advanced economy
with sustainable and competitive production.

Czechia is determined to contribute its part to the Paris and Kunming-Montreal
commitments. Ongoing climate adaptation and nature protection measures focus on
water quality and management and its retention in landscape, reforestation,
sustainable land-use practices, the preservation of natural habitats and the
improvement of ambient air quality and waste management. Progress in nature
restoration is slow but steady. Although some sectors continue to exert pressure on
the environment, improvement efforts persist.

Local and regional governments are increasingly involved in efforts to advance
SDG implementation, through e.g. green infrastructure projects and sustainable
public services. Legal and financial autonomy enables municipalities and regions to
tailor their efforts to their specific needs and priorities. Community engagement and
participation of different stakeholders are promoted through a variety of participatory
methods. National and European financial subventions have contributed to more
dynamic SDGs localisation.

Czechia embraces its responsibilities toward sustainable development. It
remains a reliable, globally engaged partner. Its ODA amounted to USD 572 million
in 2024. Czechia promotes human dignity and SDGs through a human rights-based
approach, by strengthening the humanitarian-development-peace nexus, partnering
with the private sector and NGOs, and contributing to the EU Global Gateway. The
Russian aggression against Ukraine has severely impacted sustainable development
both regionally and globally. Czechia responded with solidarity and efficiency,
providing key support to refugees, while continuing its global development and
humanitarian commitments.

Meaningful progress towards the SDGs has been achieved, but the data shows
that there is still a long way to go. It is not possible to make headway without
increasing our efforts together with relevant stakeholders. The way forward is to
strengthen policy coherence. This means making policies coherent with the SDGs and
rendering both strategies and laws into effective policymaking tools. It is also
crucially important to demonstrate sustainability in everyday life to prevent it from
becoming an empty concept. That is the aspiration of Czechia.

Dominican Republic

[Original: Spanish]

El pais avanza hacia una mayor fortaleza institucional. La reforma
constitucional consolidé la limitacion de la reeleccion presidencial a dos periodos,
redujo el numero de diputados y transfirio al Consejo Nacional de la Magistratura la
eleccion del Procurador General, eliminando la designacion directa por el presidente.

Se registran mejoras en la administracion publica. El indice de percepcion
de la corrupcion mantiene un sostenido descenso. En 2024, el pais obtuvo una
puntuacion de 36 y ocup6 la posicion 104; mejora de 8 puntos y 33 posiciones
respecto a 2020. Por otra parte, con el disefio de la nueva metodologia de Evaluacion
del Desempeifio Institucional se apuesta a la institucionalizacion de una cultura de
gestion por resultados.

La tasa de pobreza general fue 19.0% y la extrema 2.4 % en 2024, inferior
en 11.7 y 1.7 puntos porcentuales respecto a 2021 y por debajo de los niveles
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prepandemia, influenciado principalmente por la recuperacién econdémica y los
programas de proteccion social a la poblacion vulnerable.

Avanza la implementacion del Plan Estratégico Nacional de Salud 2030
como la hoja de ruta para fortalecer el acceso a servicios de salud, incluyendo mejoras
en los mecanismos de financiamiento del sector.

Con un enfoque de derechos e igualdad de oportunidades, contintian los
esfuerzos en procura de un crecimiento econémico y social inclusivo, con desafios
para el cierre de brechas de género, etarias y territoriales.

La concentracion del ingreso (coeficiente de Gini) fue 0.386 en 2024, por
debajo del 0.388 de 2021 y del 0.419 de 2019. Para reducir desigualdades, se impulsa
la territorializacion de politicas piblicas, apoyada por la Ley de Regiones Unicas de
Planificacion (2022) y el Registro Unico de Demandas Ciudadanas, también mayor
desconcentracion de la inversion publica hacia todo el territorio nacional.

Se presentan desafios en la transicion del bono demografico. La poblacion
de 0-17 afios representaba el 36% de la poblaciéon en 2010, proporcion que bajo a
29.7% en 2022.

La economia dominicana ha retomado su dinamismo, luego de los efectos
del COVID-19. En 2024 el crecimiento fue 5 %, a pesar de un entorno internacional
de incertidumbre, tensiones politicas y restricciones financieras.

Las oportunidades de empleo mejoran: la desocupacion fue de 5.1% en 2024,
2.2 puntos menos que en 2021, aunque persiste una amplia brecha de género (3% en
hombres, 7.9% en mujeres). El empleo informal sigue alto (55.5%) y los ingresos
laborales crecen de manera moderada.

El turismo, las remesas y las exportaciones de zonas francas se mantienen
como las principales fuentes de divisas. Las exportaciones nacionales de bienes
contintian con cierto dinamismo.

Se continta avanzando en los acuerdos publico-privados de produccion
sostenible, el impulso de la produccion mas limpia en las Mipymes y la produccion
de energia renovable. Se cuenta con una Politica Nacional de Compras Verdes y una
normativa sobre ahorro y eficiencia energética.

Los ecosistemas marinos y costeros enfrentan amenazas, como la llegada de
sargazo, que afecta la pesca y el turismo. Se han adoptado medidas para mitigar su
impacto.

La Ley de Responsabilidad Fiscal busca reducir la deuda al 40% del PIB y
continuar garantizando la estabilidad macroecondémica que el pais ha disfrutado en
las ultimas décadas.

Se consolida el Sistema Nacional de Planificaciéon e Inversion Publica
impulsando la articulacién con el presupuesto y la alineaciéon de los ODS con la
planificaciéon nacional. El pais implementa un Marco Nacional Integrado de
Financiacion; cuenta con el Plan Meta 2036 que busca duplicar el PIB, y reafirma su
compromiso con el Pacto para el Futuro.
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El Salvador

[Original: Spanish]

El Salvador presenta su Tercer Informe Nacional Voluntario con el firme
compromiso de avanzar hacia un desarrollo sostenible, inclusivo y resiliente. Bajo la
direccion del Presidente Nayib Bukele, el pais ha experimentado una transformacion
integral, basada en el restablecimiento de la seguridad ciudadana y la gobernabilidad,
condiciones esenciales para garantizar derechos fundamentales y fomentar el
desarrollo humano.

En el ambito social, el Gobierno ha priorizado la atencion integral desde la
primera infancia con la Politica "Crecer Juntos", y ha logrado avances significativos
en salud, como la reduccion de la mortalidad neonatal gracias a la Ley Nacer con
Carifio y el fortalecimiento de la atencion cardiovascular reconocida por la OPS. En
educacion, el programa "Mi Nueva Escuela" ha permitido mejorar infraestructura,
curriculo y acceso digital, beneficiando a estudiantes y docentes con dispositivos
conectados, reduciendo brechas y fortaleciendo competencias del siglo XXI.

El pais impulsa la seguridad alimentaria mediante la Hoja de Ruta para la
Transformacion de los Sistemas Alimentarios. Se han implementado programas de
apoyo a pequeflos y medianos productores, asi como ferias agricolas y alianzas
estratégicas con paises como Turquia y Corea del Sur para fortalecer la produccion
nacional.

En materia de transformacién digital, se han aprobado normativas clave como
la Ley de Activos Digitales, la factura electronica y la Ley de Teletrabajo, facilitando
la digitalizacion de servicios y procesos fiscales. Se avanza también en la
construccion de un Data Trust y una plataforma digital unificada para tramites
publicos.

En infraestructura, se ejecutan obras estratégicas como los periféricos Claudia
Lars y Gerardo Barrios, el viaducto Francisco Morazan y la modernizacion de los
puertos de Acajutla y La Union. El programa “El Salvador Vuela” incluye la
expansion del aeropuerto de Comalapa y la rehabilitacion de aerodromos regionales.
Ademas, se amplia la conectividad digital en zonas rurales con fibra dptica, en
colaboracién con aliados internacionales.

En el plano econdmico, la firma del acuerdo con el FMI ha contribuido a la
estabilidad fiscal y la atraccion de inversiones. Se ha lanzado la iniciativa “Invest El
Salvador” y se promueven alianzas publico-privadas en sectores estratégicos como
infraestructura, turismo e innovacion. El turismo sostenible se fortalece a través de
iniciativas como Surf City, generando empleo y dinamismo territorial.

En materia ambiental, El Salvador impulsa una transicion energética basada en
fuentes renovables. Se promueven la energia solar, geotérmica e hidroeléctrica, asi
como la generacion distribuida y la descarbonizacion progresiva del sector
energético.

Este informe se enmarca en la Estrategia Nacional de Desarrollo Integral, que
adapta los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible (ODS) a la realidad del pais. EI Consejo
Nacional para el Desarrollo, bajo la direccidén del Vicepresidente de la Republica,
lidera su implementacion mediante un proceso participativo con todos los sectores
sociales.
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Con estos avances, El Salvador reafirma su compromiso con el desarrollo

sostenible, avanzando hacia un modelo centrado en las personas, con una vision de
futuro transformadora, justa y sostenible

[Original: English]

Generally, SDGs progress in Eswatini is mixed with most goals showing steady

advancement while some lag behind.

Specific SDGs progress:
SDG 3:

Eswatini is making progress in reducing maternal and under 5 mortality rate
which stands at 452 per 100 000 and 41 per 1 000 live births respectively. Also
remarkable progress has been made in combating HIV/AIDS and TB with the
HIV incidence among adults aged 15-49 declined from 1.36% to 0.85%, and the
TB incidence declining from 398 to 350 per 100,000 population. Continued
efforts are needed to address non-communicable diseases and to ensure constant
supply of drugs, medicines and other medical supplies which are some of the
challenges faced by the country

SDG 5:

Great strides have been made in empowering women and promoting gender
equality with woman representation in parliament increasing from 22 percent to
29 percent during the 2023 elections. Despite the progress, there is a need to
strengthen law enforcement measures to reduce gender based violence and
guarantee equal protection under the law.

SDG 8:

Unemployment is one of the challenges face by Eswatini with national
unemployment increasing from 33.3 percent in 2021 to 35.4 percent in 2023.
Youth unemployment declined slightly from 58.2 percent in 2021 to 56 percent
in 2023. Addressing youth unemployment, skills mismatch, skills gaps, and
promoting a private sector-led economy to create jobs should be prioritized.

SDG 14:

Strengthening of policies and continuous monitoring of the water quality has
enabled Eswatini to minimize threats due to water pollution. The water bodies
are compliant with the set standards with river level of pollution maintained at
pH range between 7.1 and 7.7 ( within the 6.5 and 8.5 national acceptable range).
Also, solutes levels remains low at 35% and 25% during the dry and wet seasons
respectively which is acceptable for river health.

Safeguarding life in water bodies that harbors river-based resources is prioritized
in Eswatini in an effort to ensure conservation and sustainable usage of fish
ecosystem. Promotion of fish production is strengthened and controls for
overfishing including laws for illegal fishing is enforced. There is a need to invest
on building resilience of fish ecosystems through ensuring sustainable practices
that will restore and enhance fish stock growth.
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Ethiopia

SDG 17:

e Official development assistance culminating from the collaborative partnerships
between the government, and development partners has resulted in increases of
the ODA the country received from US$226.2 million in 2020 to US$250.6
million in 2023. The middle income status of the country and changes in global
funding mechanisms has had a negative bearing on the ODA flow to Eswatini.

SDG Acceleration : there is an urgent need for prioritized and integrated action,
with a strong focus on job creation to catalyze progress across all 17 SDGs.

Data : Investment in data systems and skilled personnel at national and local
government level is essential for availability of real-time, accurate data and
information for evidence-based decision-making.

Financing of SDGs : There is a need to aggressively pursue domestic resource
mobilization, explore innovative financing mechanisms like green bonds and public-
private partnerships, and strategically leverage international cooperation to secure
adequate and sustainable funding for SDG implementation.

Policy Coherence : Institutional coordination and policy coherence across
government levels and sectors needs to be enhanced in order to maximize the impact
of development efforts.

Conclusion : Eswatini needs to collaborate with partners and double the effort
towards the National Development plan, SDGs and Agenda 2063 implementation to
transform lives to ensure that no one is left behind.

[Original: English]

Building on a foundation of macroeconomic, institutional, and sectoral reforms,
Ethiopia has pursued an integrated and resilient development path—guided by the
Ten-Year Development Plan (2021-2030). This long-term ambition operationalized
through successive Medium-Term Development Plans, including Home grown
economic reforms.

The 2025 VNR is organized around the five pillars of People, Prosperity, Planet,
Peace, and Partnerships. It highlights key achievements, identifies enduring
challenges, and sets out strategic priorities to accelerate progress over the remaining
years of the 2030 Agenda.

People — Advancing Human Development and Leaving No One Behind-
Ethiopia has made notable strides in reducing poverty, ensuring food security,
providing inclusive and affordable health and education services, and Gender
equality. Targeted social protection programs such as the PSNP now support 9.7
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million people both in rural and urban areas. Community-based health insurance
covers 53 million people, steadily advancing toward universal coverage.

To ensure resilience and sustained protection, the revised 2024 Disaster Risk
Management Policy enhances preparedness and mitigates vulnerability among poor
and marginalized groups. Initiatives such as school feeding and the National Nutrition
Program have contributed to food security, education outcomes, and child
development. Gender equality has improved through legal reforms, targeted
investment, and increased access to education.

Prosperity — Building an Inclusive and Competitive Economy- Ethiopia’s
economy grew at an average rate of 7.6% from 2016/17-2023/24. The Homegrown
Economic Reform programs continue to address macro-economic imbalances,
structural constraints, improve the investment climate, increase productivity and
enhanced public service delivery. Among its widely acclaimed successes, the National
Wheat Initiative enabled the country to completely substitute wheat imports by
2021/22. Electricity access has tripled in a decade, while clean water coverage
reached 70%. Urban transformation under the Corridor Development Program has
transformed quality of life at a remarkable pace through upgrading slums and
informal settlements.

Planet — Green Transition and Building Resilience- Ethiopia has emerged as
aregional leader in climate action, anchored by the CRGE strategy and the LT-LEDS.
Since 2019, the Green Legacy Initiative has planted over 40 billion seedlings,
restoring degraded landscapes.

More than 95% of Ethiopia’s electricity generation comes from renewables. The 2023
ban on fuel vehicle imports underscores Ethiopia’s commitment to shift toward clean,
green and sustainable mobility. Investments in early warning systems, climate-smart
agriculture, and watershed management have bolstered resilience. However, limited
adaptation financing continues to constrain local action. Global climate finance
commitments must be honored to enable countries like Ethiopia to meet Paris
Agreement targets.

Peace — Democratic Transition, Governance, and Social Cohesion- Ethiopia has
undertaken substantial reforms to advance peace, reconciliation, and inclusive
governance. The ongoing public service and administration reforms are enhancing
transparency and efficient service delivery.

The Pretoria Agreement marked a critical step in ending the two-year conflict in
northern Ethiopia, reflecting a commitment to peaceful resolution. As part of building
sustainable peace, the National Dialogue Commission is providing structured
frameworks to reach national consensus.

Partnerships — Mobilizing Collective Action for the 2030 Agenda- Ethiopia
continues to strengthen domestic and global partnerships to catalyze SDGs
implementation. The Integrated National Financing Framework has improved the
alignment of public and private finance with national priorities. Domestically, tax
policy reforms, PPP initiatives and private sector mobilization have strengthened
domestic resource mobilization. Internationally, Ethiopia’s engagement has also
deepened by joining BRICS and SSTC initiatives, beyond the usual bilateral and
multilateral engagements.

Looking Ahead, Ethiopia’s journey toward the 2030 Agenda reflects resilient
leadership, reform-oriented governance, and a commitment to inclusive development.
People-centered policymaking has driven tangible progress. With continued national
commitment and stronger international solidarity, the country will accelerate its
commitments towards meeting its SDG ambitions, ensuring that no one is left behind.
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Finland

[Original: English]

Today, Finland is an equal, modern and prosperous welfare state and a leader in
implementing the Sustainable Development Goals. Our strengths are a high level of
trust, a well-functioning democracy and equal opportunities for everyone. Investing
in gender equality and ensuring free high-quality education and universal healthcare
have been key factors in Finland’s development story.

Based on Finland’s experience, it is crucial to make sure that everyone is
involved: Finland aims to achieve the SDGs through strong political commitment and
by involving all actors in society. Only by working together, in Finland and globally,
can we achieve sustainable results. Continuous stocktaking and strategic forecasting
steers us towards adaptive management, enabling us to prepare for the future.

Finland continuously monitors and reviews its progress towards sustainable
development, and we have strong institutional structures and processes in place to
ensure societal engagement. Preparing the VNRs highlights Finland’s evidence-based
systematic monitoring. This is Finland’s third voluntary review (the previous ones
were conducted in 2016 and 2020).

Finland considers the country reviews particularly useful as they provide an
opportunity to uncover and correct potential blind spots. Based on feedback, we have
strengthened our whole-of-society approach and shifted from a single-solution
orientation to a more systems-based approach.

In accelerating the achievement of the SDGs, Finland is on the right track with
respect to many of them but emphasises the need for continuous follow-up and
corrective actions. Analysing the SDGs in focus for 2025, we see that:

e For good health and wellbeing (SDG3), Finland has e.g. succeeded in decreasing
the number of deaths and injuries from road traffic accidents.

e Finland has traditionally been a leader in gender equality (SDGS5). The number
of women in managerial roles in economy and public life is high. Challenges still
exist, including increased sexual and gender-based violence.

e The clean transition requires sustainable economic growth (SDGS8), and
systematic efforts are being made to secure this. Innovations, new business
models and novel forms of work can be found, and both education and RDI play
a key role.

e We have seen progress on life below water (SDG 14), where the target of
conserving 10 per cent of Finland’s total marine area has been reached. On the
other hand, Finland is still far from ecological sustainability, especially when it
comes to forests and other terrestrial ecosystems.

e Asfor SDG17, Finland has actively pursued international partnerships to advance
sustainable development. At the national level, parity is extremely important for
social cohesion, to ensure that all of society supports sustainability and that
people feel included and are better equipped for future challenges through models
such as life-long education.

Global challenges continue to increase at an accelerated pace. Tackling the
interlinked challenges in a continuously changing geopolitical context requires new
approaches and closer collaboration between different actors.

This VNR focuses on the following issues:
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Firstly, due to the interconnectedness of the SDGs, we follow the
recommendation of the framework of Global Sustainable Development Reports
(2019, 2023). In the framework, implementation takes place through
transformative changes in key societal systems such as food, energy, education
and consumption, which are crucial for our wellbeing and for speeding up
sustainability. This requires innovations and reliable data.

Secondly, to move forward with the framework, we need to build it together
in close collaboration between the Government, Parliament and youth, and in
dialogue with e.g. academia, businesses, municipalities, CSOs and minority
communities.

Thirdly, we are future-oriented in all our actions. We run processes to provide
foresight on what to expect and prepare for. We use independent evaluations, holistic
sustainability assessments and future scenario processes while promoting imagination
skills.

Gambia (Republic of The)

18/54

[Original: English]

The Gambia remains steadfast in Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
implementation, evident in the country’s quest to present its third VNR at the 2025
High-Level Political Forum. The SDGs are mainstreamed into national planning
frameworks, including the Recovery-Focused National Development Plan (RF-NDP)
2023 — 2027, sector and regional strategic plans, and other policies. The RF-NDP
seeks to consolidate gains in democratic governance, accelerate green economic and
social transformation and build resilience to shocks and crises. To support
implementation of the SDGs, the country has fostered an inclusive, whole-of-society
approach to development anchored on a strong institutional framework for monitoring
and evaluating development outcomes.

In line with this year’s theme “Advancing sustainable, inclusive, science- and
evidence-based solutions for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its
Sustainable Development Goals for leaving no one behind”, concerted efforts are
made by the Government, Civil Society, the Private sector and the community to
create an inclusive eco-system for the participation and benefit of all sundry in
sustainable development.

On SDG 3, the government is implementing measures to improve the delivery
of quality health services to reduce maternal, newborn, infant, and child morbidity
and mortality and improve the health of adolescents and young people, in sync with
the RF-NDP.

Relating to SDG 5, improvements are registered in gender equality, women's
and girls’ empowerment, with the establishment of the Ministry of Gender, Children
and Social Welfare and setting up the Women Enterprise Fund to overcome financial
barriers faced by women.

In the Government’s efforts for inclusive growth and development and Leave
No One Behind, a strong commitment is manifested to address issues of lack of
empowerment, social exclusion, discrimination, and stigmatisation against women,
girls, children, persons with disabilities, and older persons. Removing such barriers
is key to unleashing the potential of large segments of society and establishing a just
and equitable society. There are efforts to tap the potential of older persons
(representing 3.1 per cent of the population) for national development.
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On SDG 8, the country registered a real GDP per capita annual growth rate of
5.5% in 2020, with a slight dip to 4.8% in 2023 and rising again to 5.8% in 2024
(MoFEA). Recent data from the 2022—-23 Gambia Labour Force Survey (GLFS)
indicate that 79.4% of total employment in the country is informal, with a higher
prevalence among women (84.7%) compared to men (74.7%). While the 2018 GLFS
reported higher overall levels of informality, methodological differences between the
two surveys limit direct comparison. Nevertheless, the 2022-23 findings underscore
the continued significance of informal employment and persistent gender disparities.
The ongoing 2025 GLFS will provide further critical insights to support policy and
programme interventions aimed at reducing informality and improving employment
quality.

Moreover, the country registered steady growth, promoting economic
diversification through youth empowerment programs; improving and expanding the
TVET system; financial services; and investing in key economic sectors such as
information technology, renewable energy, and creative industries.

Under SDG 14, The Gambia is among the countries using ecosystem-based
approaches to managing marine areas and implementing the Ecosystem Approach to
Fisheries through the FAO EAF-Nansen Program (MoFWR). In 2024, progress has
been noted in the implementation of international instruments aimed at combating
illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing and in sustainable fisheries as a
proportion of GDP.

On partnerships for the Goals (SDG 17), the Government is working on
improving coordination and resource management to accelerate the implementation
of the SDGs, while contributing to a reinvigorated global partnership for development
within the context of an Integrated National Financing Framework.

[Original: English]

Participation works in Germany

The 2030 Agenda is being implemented at three levels — the national level (in
Germany), the bilateral level (with Germany) and the multilateral level (by Germany).
Sustainability gover nance offers structures for steering, implementing, monitoring
and evaluating Germany’s sustainability policy. One focus is on formalised
cooperation with the stakeholder groups that play a significant role in society. In
Germany, the federal government, the Lénder (federal states) and the municipalities
share the responsibility for, and work together on, implementing the 2030 Agenda.
Germany is convinced that implementation will only work with broad support from
across society. In drafting the VNR, the government has therefore engaged closely
with different generations of stakeholders from civil society, business, academia,
Lénder and municipalities.

Together with the German government, these stakeholder groups discussed the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the national challenges which that entails,
and developed input for the 2025 VNR. This cooperation and exchange of ideas has
been a great asset to the Review which has emerged from it and which shows that
participation works. Germany is also involved in an international peer learning
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process with six other countries to foster international exchange of experience on
challenges, success factors and lessons with regard to the drafting of VNRs.

Germany is shaping the transformation

Delivering on the recommendation made in the Global Sustainable
Development Report (GSDR), Germany has identified six areas of transformation:

1. Human well-being and capabilities; social justice
. Energy transition and climate action

. Circular economy

2
3
4. Sustainable construction and sustainable mobility
5. Sustainable agricultural and food systems

6

. Pollutant free environment

In addition to this, Germany has identified five policy levers: governance; social
mobilisation and participation; finances; research, innovation and digitalisation; and
international responsibility and cooperation. The interministerial effort to update
Germany’s Sustainable Development Strategy has been aimed at ensuring that the
transformation is socially just, and at strengthening social cohesion. In parallel,
efforts are under way to further develop sustainability governance with a focus on
1mpact.

Germany is taking responsibility with forward-looking action

The triple planetary crisis of climate change, environmental pollution and
biodiversity loss is already dramatically noticeable in all parts of the world. Germany
is working for a systematic and sustainable transition to a lowcarbon/climateneutral,
competitive, socially just, open and inclusive economy and society. It is therefore
focusing on expanding renewable energy generation nationally and is working hard
to mitigate climate change in line with the goals of the Paris Agreement, and to
implement the Global Biodiversity Framework.

Sound financial policies support necessary investments for the future and help
to achieve intergenerational equity. Nationally, Germany’s goal is performance
budgeting with a more efficient focus on achieving the SDGs. It also assists its
partners’ efforts in this regard. Germany has a responsibility for the impacts of its
actions in other parts of the world. It supports sustainable development in its partner
countries.

2030 and beyond

With the third VNR, Germany is sending a powerful message of support for
strong multilateralism, not least in response to current challenges. Moreover, the
German government is working nationally and with partners worldwide to accelerate
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. It is expressly committed to a holistic
perspective on the SDGs and to strengthening the fundamental principles of the 2030
Agenda. Germany will therefore work for an ambitious post2030 Agenda framework.
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Ghana

[Original: English]

Introduction

Ghana reaffirms its commitment to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. In presenting its third VNR, the country acknowledges that the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provide a framework to address present
challenges and support inclusive, equitable, and sustainable development.

Recent years have seen significant socio-economic resilience in Ghana.
Following a pandemic-induced contraction, the economy has shown growth, with
GDP increasing from 0.5 percent in 2020 to 5.7 percent in 2024, primarily driven by
industry and services sectors. Inflation fell from 54 percent in December 2022 to 23.8
percent in December 2024, improving the macroeconomic environment, aiding
businesses, and improving livelihoods.

Current Challenges

Despite these developments, emerging and persistent challenges risk reversing
gains. Economic inequality, youth unemployment - particularly in urban areas where
1.9 million are not in education, employment, or training (NEET)- infrastructure
deficits, environmental degradation, and institutional inefficiencies continue to pose
significant obstacles. Regional disparities in health outcomes further highlight the
fragility of Ghana’s progress. Corruption, fiscal constraints, and weak institutional
coordination has also hindered implementation.

Achievements of SDGs

e Maternal Mortality and Anemia [SDGs 3]|: Ghana's institutional maternal
mortality rate decreased by 15 percent from 128.6 to 109.3 deaths per 100,000
live births between 2018 and 2023. Anemia rates among children aged 6-59
months improved from 65.7 percent in 2014 to 48.9 percent in 2022.

e Access to Education (SDG 4): Ghana has achieved gender parity in pre-tertiary
education. Access to Senior High Education increased from 800,000 in 2016 to
1.6 million in 2024.

e Gender Equality and Women Empowerment (SDG 5): Ghana passed the
Affirmative Action (Gender Equality) Act in 2024 to ensure equality in political,
social, economic, educational, and cultural spheres.

e Access to WASH services (SDG 6): Ghana has improved access to at least water
services (88.4%) as of 2022 though safely managed water (44.5%) and sanitation
services has experienced a slow transition (15.8%).

e Localisation of the SDGs [SDGs 11]: Interest in Voluntary Local Reviews
(VLR) preparation is increasing among local planning authorities. Three have
completed their VLRs, and 18 are at varying stages. These efforts are enhancing
citizen participation, data ownership, identification of accelerators, and local
accountability to ensure no one and no place is left behind, although gaps in
financing, technical capacity, and coordination persist.

e Climate Action [SDGs 13]: Ghana established a Climate Financing Division and
Green Finance Taxonomy, attracting over $54 million in climate investments and
aiming to cut over 1 million tonnes of COs..

Medium-Term Priorities
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In the medium term, Ghana’s focus within the context of the SDGs
Transformation and Commitments and the United Nations Six Transitions will
include:

e Infrastructure Development: Government intends to invest US$10 billion
infrastructure in roads and railways, water systems, energy, healthcare, and
education.

e Digital Transformation: Enhanced e-governance, mobile money expansion, and
digital public infrastructure to improve service delivery and accountability.

e Green Economy Transition: Sustainable energy, circular economy, and nature-
based solutions to boost resilience and create green jobs.

e Financing: Government will leverage the Integrated National Financing
Framework (INFF), enhance domestic revenue mobilisation through digital
platforms, among others to raise financing and investment.

e Industrialisation: Targeting production as a driver of economic development,
focusing on agriculture and trade (manufacturing).

e Investing in People for Inclusive Growth: Focusing on lifelong learning, skills
development, health promotion, and inclusive participation development.

Conclusion

The 2026-2029 National Development Policy Framework has mainstreamed the
SDGs and reinforced alignment with the African Union’s Agenda 2063. The country’s
transformation agenda will focus on integrated planning, inclusive participation, and
resilient data systems.

[Original: Spanish]

Guatemala es rica en diversidad cultural y natural. Mas del 40% de la poblacion
es indigena. Desatender esa riqueza profundizé desigualdades sociales, territoriales y
alta vulnerabilidad al cambio climatico; a impactos persistentes del COVID-19.
Ademas, dificultades econdomicas globales acentuaron la inseguridad alimentaria y
pobreza.

En el Gobierno actual trabajamos para cambiar ese rumbo. Enfocados en el
bienestar generalizado, enfatizamos en los mas desatendidos. Vemos un panorama
esperanzador y queremos cumplir con los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible.

La Revision Nacional Voluntaria 2025 supuso un proceso técnico y participativo
liderado por la Secretaria de Planificacion y Programacion de la Presidencia
(SEGEPLAN). Colaboraron instituciones estatales, gobiernos locales, academia,
sector privado y, especialmente, la sociedad civil organizada, juventud y Pueblos
Indigenas.

Para integrar los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible visualizamos el desarrollo
a largo plazo centrados en el bienestar de las personas, la sostenibilidad ambiental y
el fortalecimiento institucional. Articularlos al Plan Nacional de Desarrollo K’atun:
Nuestra Guatemala 2032 permitird alinear politicas publicas con metas estratégicas
de largo plazo.

Redujimos la mortalidad materna, neonatal e infantil. También disminuy¢ la tasa
de fecundidad en adolescentes. Pese a secuelas pandémicas, consolidamos el
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ordenamiento territorial de los servicios de salud y la adscripcion poblacional para
mejorar esa prestacion.

Ascendimos 29 posiciones en el indice Global de Género, impulsando medidas
concretas como la Estrategia de Nivelacion de Aprendizajes con enfoque de género,
mecanismos protectores para victimas de violencia y acciones inclusivas para mujeres
en el acceso a tierras y toma de decisiones. Avanzamos en inclusion laboral, con
17,427 vacantes gestionadas para personas con discapacidad. Fortalecimos la
formacion técnico-profesional y el empleo digno con programas de capacitacion,
alianzas estratégicas y creacion de marcos institucionales.

Ambientalmente, progresamos en la conservacion de zonas marino-costeras,
ordenamiento pesquero y fortaleciendo la gobernanza territorial, aunque persisten
desafios como la contaminacién marina. Respecto a alianzas y financiamiento,
superamos las metas de recaudacion fiscal durante tres afios consecutivos; eso mejord
la sostenibilidad de la deuda publica y aumentd la inversion social. Finalmente, al
vigorizar la cooperacion internacional, la movilizacion de recursos y mejorar las
plataformas estadisticas, reforzamos el compromiso con un desarrollo inclusivo,
resiliente y sostenible.

Identificamos desafios estructurales persistentes: altos indices de desnutricion
cronica, baja inversion publica en salud y educacion. También, informalidad laboral,
brechas criticas en acceso a agua segura y sanecamiento.

Contamos con la participacion de 120 organizaciones de Sociedad Civil; siendo
el 50% representado por Autoridades Indigenas y Ancestrales. Con un aumento en la
participacién de 80% en las consultas realizadas. Eso enriqueci6 el analisis y planted
desafios pendientes. Segun las organizaciones sociales, hay avances normativos e
institucionales, pero es limitada la implementacion efectiva de los ODS en los
territorios, especialmente, en comunidades rurales e indigenas. Subrayamos la
necesidad de fortalecer la descentralizacidon, asegurar mecanismos reales de
participacion e incrementar la inversion publica con enfoque territorial y de derechos
humanos.

En el sentido anterior, segin la sociedad civil, se logra sostenibilidad
garantizando justicia social y ambiental. La juventud y las mujeres instaron a acelerar
acciones que mitiguen los efectos del cambio climatico, garantizar la seguridad
alimentaria y nutricional con enfoque agroecoldgico y profundizar la lucha contra
todas las formas discriminatorias.

La RNV 2025 sefiala la importancia de impulsar un acuerdo nacional para el
futuro desarrollo sostenible; que todos los sectores trabajen por una Guatemala mas
justa, equitativa y resiliente.

Estamos comprometidos con el multilateralismo, la cooperacidon internacional y
la Agenda 2030 como guia transformadora para nuestros pueblos.

Ningun pais alcanzara el desarrollo sostenible solo. Guatemala quiere compartir
aprendizajes, abrir espacios de didlogo y construir alianzas para avanzar juntos hacia
un futuro mas digno, més verde e inclusivo para todas y todos.
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India
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[Original: English]

India, with a population exceeding 1.4 billion and more young people than any
other country, plays a decisive role in advancing Agenda 2030. The guiding principle
of 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayas' (Together with All,
Development for All, Trust of All, and Efforts of All) underscores India's commitment
to human-centric sustainable development that leaves no one behind.

This 2025 VNR highlights the progress and resilience of the country since the
2020 VNR, a period marked by multiple crises globally, including Covid-19
pandemic. Leveraging technology, India effectively managed vaccinations through
platforms like CoWIN, administering over 2.2 billion doses. Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana (Prime Minister's Food Security Scheme for the Poor) ensured
food security for 800 million people. Economic growth rebounded strongly, making
India the fastest growing major economy. This VNR has been prepared through
participatory discussions with all stakeholders including vulnerable sections of
society.

Progress on Agenda 2030

While global progress towards Agenda 2030 lags, India is making steady gains.
India’s nationally calculated SDG Index score rose from 60/100 in 2019-20 to 71/100
in 2023-24. The fourth SDG India Index evaluated and ranked all States and Districts
on 113 indicators showing advancements in goals on eliminating poverty, providing
decent work, economic growth and climate action.

Concerted efforts have lifted 135 million people out of multidimensional
poverty between 2015-16 and 2019-21. Social protection coverage has more than
doubled since 2015 and India is on track to achieve health targets for maternal, child,
and infant mortality before 2030.

Despite this progress, opportunities for improvement remain in areas like
harnessing high-quality data, empowering youth, enhancing job opportunities, and
increasing women's workforce participation. The government is creating strategies
through partnership with civil society and private sector for effective last-mile
delivery.

Localisation of SDGs

India’s model of SDG localisation is a “whole-of-government” and “whole-of-
society” approach rooted in government’s sustained commitment to cooperative and
competitive federalism. Sub-national governments, in collaboration with national
government, have established institutional frameworks, undertaken capacity-
building, localised SDGs at district and local levels, and prepared vision documents
aligning their development strategies with Agenda 2030. Aspirational Districts and
Aspirational Blocks Programmes target underdeveloped regions through convergence
of schemes and saturation of essential government services thereby promoting
inclusive development.
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Indonesia

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)

DPI has boosted growth and transformed public service delivery. Digital India,
Aadhaar (digital identity), and Unified Payments Interface (UPI) have empowered
India's diverse population, with UPI now accounting for 49% of global real-time
payments. India’s Direct Benefit Transfer initiative enables real-time, transparent
fund transfers across more than 1,206 schemes, disbursing %2.23 trillion. Digital
platforms like PM Gati Shakti are enabling integrated planning and coordinated
execution of infrastructure connectivity projects. India is democratizing Artificial
Intelligence to ensure equitable access and leveraging its potential for public good.

Global Leadership and Collaboration

India, as a Vishwa Mitra (Global Friend), is advancing Agenda 2030 through
regional and global collaborations. Anchored in vision of 'One Earth, One Family,
One Future', India's 2023 G20 Presidency generated an action-oriented New Delhi
Leaders' Declaration that brought the SDGs to the centre stage.

India, inspired by its Mission LiFE, which emphasizes individual actions in
combating climate change, has successfully advocated for a global resolution on
sustainable lifestyles.

Vision for Future

India is a signatory to Pact of the Future to drive global acceleration of Agenda
2030, and strengthen sustainable development, digital cooperation, youth
engagement, and global governance transformation.

The goal of Viksit Bharat@2047 - a developed society by its centenary year of
independence aligns with India's commitment to achieve SDGs through innovation,
technology leadership, and transformative governance, ultimately building an
inclusive and thriving India for the world.

[Original: English]

Indonesia’s 2025 Voluntary National Review: Leading the Way Toward a
Resilient and Sustainable Future

Indonesia’s fourth Voluntary National Review (VNR) in 2025 is more than a
report, it is a bold statement of purpose.

It marks a defining moment in the nation’s journey, reaffirming Indonesia’s
unwavering dedication to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and its
growing leadership on the global stage.

Amid a world still reeling from the aftershock of the COVID-19 pandemic,
rising geopolitical tension, and economic volatility, Indonesia emerges as a
stabilizing force.
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Through this VNR, Indonesia champions inclusive multilateralism and calls
for global solidarity to accelerate SDGs progress, not just for today, but future
generations.

Indonesia’s peaceful democratic transition in 2024 creates powerful momentum
to drive sustainable development forward. With the Asta Cita vision at the heart of
2025-2029 National Development Plan, Indonesia is sharpening its focus and
aligning efforts across all levels of government. This political continuity ensures that
progress strengthens policy coherence and unlocks new opportunities to
accelerate progress on the SDGs.

A decade into the implementation of SDGs, Indonesia continues to make steady
progress. As of the 2024 report, approximately 61.44% of the 233 indicators are on
track to achieve SDGs by 2030. These results highlight the strength and consistency
of the government’s policy framework, demonstrating that sustainable development
and economic resilience can go together amidst a global downturn.

The 2025 VNR, themed “Fostering Inclusive Growth: Advancing a
Sustainable and Resilient Indonesia,” highlights Indonesia’s conviction that
inclusivity is key to lasting progress. With steady 5% annual growth, the economy is
driven by strong domestic demand, rising investment, and a bold shift toward a green,
circular, and blue economic models. The VNR also highlights the interlinkages and
synergies in Indonesia's SDGs achievements, particularly on the five SDGs under
review this year.

Social progress remains a central pillar of Indonesia’s development. Bold
health reforms have boosted system resilience and primary care, cutting infant
mortality to 16.85 per 1,000 live births, and expanding National Health Insurance
(JKN) to 98.8% coverage. At the same time, strides in gender equality, from
economic empowerment to legal reform, are driving more women into leadership and
reducing child marriage.

Indonesia’s environmental leadership reflects its deep commitment to
sustainability. As the world’s largest archipelagic state, Indonesia recognizes that
protecting nature is key to human well-being. Marine conservation now spans 29.9
million hectares, safeguarding biodiversity while fueling a thriving blue economy.
These efforts also empower coastal communities, create decent jobs, and secure a
better future generations to come.

Good governance, accountability, and inclusiveness are at the heart of
Indonesia’s SDGs journey. The VNR process brings together all stakeholders,
government, civil society, academia, private sector, and development partners. SDGs
are fully embedded in development planning, backed by oversight from the Supreme
Audit Institution (BPK) and strengthened by the One Data Indonesia initiative for
better, evidence-based policies.

Indonesia is mobilizing diverse resources and fostering strong partnerships
to drive sustainable development. Through innovative financing mechanisms such
as blended finance, SDGs bonds, the SDGs Financing Hub, Green Sukuk, and Islamic
Financing, Indonesia is taking bold steps to close the SDGs financing gap.

Indonesia sees international cooperation as key to accelerating SDGs
progress. Through active knowledge sharing and peer learning, it ensures the VNR
is shaped by global best practices and strengthened partnerships.

Looking forward, Indonesia remains resolute in its commitment to building a
just, inclusive, and sustainable future.

Indonesia joins the international community in renewing its commitment
to inclusive multilateralism and solidarity.
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Only through united, determined efforts can we deliver on the promise of the
2030 Agenda, for our people, our planet, and generations to come.

Iraq

[Original: Arabic]
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Israel

[Original: English]

Israel's second VNR comes in the aftermath of October 7, under unique
circumstances that pose profound challenges to sustainable development.
Nevertheless, Israel remains committed to the 2030 Agenda, pursuing it across all
sectors. Israel’s review will intend to highlight progress, identify persistent gaps, and
outline forward-looking measures for effective and synergetic implementation of the
SDGs.

Israel's demographic diversity requires tailored and inclusive strategies that
leave no one behind. Special emphasis is placed on inclusive growth, resilience, and
closing gaps between central and peripheral areas.

Social Resilience in a Digitalized World

Israel has a young population and a relatively high fertility rate, in stark contrast
to most OECD countries. It is also renowned as a global powerhouse in high-tech
innovation and digital transformation. Linking these two trends, the government has
implemented several initiatives, focusing on marginalized communities and
contributing to gender equality. Recent initiatives include an online platform
addressing cyberbullying and harassment, empowering children and teenagers,
including disproportionately affected young women and girls, to safely navigate
digital spaces. Another platform provides equal access to educational and career
information, potentially alleviating discrimination against women and girls in
education and employment.

Health Services and Emergency Response

Israel’s advanced health services played a critical role in responding to the
challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic and the aftermath of October 7. Recent
events highlighted the need for enhanced emergency response systems and post-
trauma care. The national health system adopted innovative methodologies and digital
tools to support both physical and mental health, with targeted care for conflict-
affected populations. Addressing long-term trauma remains a national priority.

Reducing Economic Disparities

Israel is addressing regional disparities, particularly between central and
peripheral areas, through targeted investment in innovation hubs, vocational training,
and infrastructure. Efforts are underway to bridge economic gaps between Jewish and
Arab populations by promoting equal opportunities and social cohesion. A notable
initiative is the establishment of diverse innovation centers across the country that
promote high-tech development in peripheral regions, ensuring that all citizens
benefit from national progress.
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Japan
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1.

2.

Climate Change and Urban Resilience

Located in a climatic hotspot, Isracl faces pressing issues related to climate
change and extreme weather events. At both municipal and national levels, initiatives
have been launched to address challenges such as heatwaves and droughts. These
include green building projects and shading strategies designed to create climate-
resilient cities, enhancing the quality of life for urban dwellers - who comprise
approximately 92% of Israel’s population. However, significant work remains.

Water Management and Food Security

Israel continues to promote innovation in advanced water management and
agricultural practices. By implementing advanced desalination technologies and
integrating water sources, the government aims to secure a reliable and sustainable
water supply, particularly in arid regions. Additionally, the national food security plan
focuses on ensuring a reliable food supply that safeguards against shortages and
nutritional deficiencies, especially during crises.

International Aid Contributions

Supporting international aid and resilience is another key focus. Through its
official aid agency and other entities, Israel provides relief and training to developing
countries on topics such as agriculture and climate resilience. These efforts not only
contribute to global sustainable development but also strengthen international
partnerships.

Future Challenges

Israel's second VNR underscores the nation's dedication to advancing the 2030
Agenda, domestically and internationally. However, Israel still lacks a multi-agency,
cross-sector national approach for implementing the SDGs. Moving forward, Israel
will focus on creating robust national frameworks that facilitate coordinated efforts
among government entities and other stakeholders. Israeli creativity, innovation, and
entrepreneurial spirit will be pivotal in sustaining progress toward a resilient and
equitable future for all.

[Original: English]

Overview

Japan's third VNR covers a period marked by multiple global crises, including
pandemics and climate change. Nevertheless, Japan benefits from widespread
awareness of the SDGs across society and the active engagement of multi-
stakeholders, and has made progress particularly in Goals 3, 8, 9 and 13. Japan
strengthens its commitment to the SDGs, acknowledging Goals 5 and 10 still need
more attention.

Key Aspects Emphasized in Japan’s VNR
a. Establishing Sustainable Economic and Social Systems
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Japan seeks to transform solutions to societal challenges into engines for growth,
supported by innovation, sustainable finance, and investment in human capital. The
Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan, will serve as a global platform to exchange
knowledge on sustainable systems.

b. Realizing an Inclusive Society where “No One is Left Behind”

Japan aspires to foster a society where every individual, irrespective of age, can
experience well-being. Facing a rapidly aging population and declining birthrate,
Japan is striving to create an inclusive economy and society. Japan has been
addressing loneliness and isolation, based on the relevant Act, with a dedicated
Minister as the control tower. Initiatives such as universal health coverage are
contributing to extending healthy lifespans. The Children and Families Agency,
established in 2023, drives child-related policies and ensures involvement of children
and youth in policymaking. The Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games fostered
barrier-free environments, spurring the revision of relevant disability laws.

c. Strengthening Efforts to Address Major Global Challenges

Japan has been steadily reducing its GHG emissions, and in February 2025 the
Government set new targets on a pathway to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050.
Efforts to integrate net-zero, circular, and nature-positive socio-economic measures
have been advanced. Japan has been enhancing resilience efforts nation-wide in
response to escalating disaster risks, in alignment with the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction. Investments in DRR have also proven effective in
facilitating early evacuation and rapid recovery during severe weather events.

In 2023, Japan revised its National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan to halt
and reverse biodiversity loss by 2030. The GREENXEXPO 2027 in Yokohama will

facilitate the sharing of wisdom on how to live in harmony with nature.

d. Fostering Cooperation and Collaboration with the International Community

Japan recognizes that a sustainable economy and society cannot be achieved in
isolation. Despite severe fiscal challenges, Japan continues to provide ODA based on
the concept of human security. Japan aims to address economic and social challenges
in developing counties, by strengthening collaboration with various partners.

e. Sustaining Peace and Promoting Sustainable Development in an Integrated Manner

Japan emphasises the interconnectedness of peace and sustainable development,
and has been advocating the Women, Peace and Security (WPS) agenda to ensure
women’s full participation in peace processes.

Our Strategy for the Future

Japan aims to achieve a stable energy supply, economic growth, and decarbonisation
by transforming solutions to societal challenges into engines for growth, fostering the
development of a resilient, circular economy, and promoting innovation. The
principles of “leave no one behind” and “everyone can make it happen” are
paramount.

Japan, as a frontrunner, has tackled various challenges toward achieving a
sustainable economy and society. By sharing our initiatives and experiences globally,
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Japan will promote the co-creation of value with developing nations. The focus could
be on areas such as demographic challenges, local issues, and DRR.

Welcoming the 2024 UN Summit of the Future, which underscores youth
engagement, Japan commits to realizing a peaceful and prosperous world based on
the principles of human dignity and human security. Advocating for shared
international responsibility and multilateralism, Japan promotes WPS and aims to
lead international discussions on sustainability beyond 2030.

Kazakhstan

32/54

[Original: Russian]

dopMupoBaHWE YCTOWYHMBON OCHOBBI Pa3BUTHUSA CTPAaHBI SBIACTCA TIIaBHOU
3a7aueil TONITOCPOTHOTO CTpaTernieckoro miannposanns Kazaxcrana. [loBecTka qus
B o0yracTu ycToiamBoro pa3Butus Ha nepuon 1o 2030 rona ssnsercs ang Kazaxcrana
OPUEHTHPOM TOCYIapPCTBEHHOH MOTUTUKH.

[IpaBuTenbcTBO MOPOBOAUT CHUCTEMHBIM aHanu3 1o peanuszanuu L[YP,
npexactaBiss JoOpoBONBHBIA HAaIMOHANBHBIH 0030p Kaxiaple 3 rojga ¢ Hadaia
IToBectku gusg 2030.

B mpensinymmux OO630pax BBIIEICHBI KJIIOUEBBIE HANPABICHUS YCTOHYHMBOTO
pa3BUTHSA, YyIOydYNIeHHE WHCTUTYIHOHAIBHBIX MEXaHH3MOB U (DHHAHCOBBIX
HHCTPYMCEHTOB.

C wmomenta Broporo JloOpoBompHOTO HammoHansHOro o0030pa Kaszaxcran
YKpeNnuil HMHCTUTYTBI WM HWHCTpyMeHTH LIYP, 3amycTms HOBBIE cTpaTeruu u
COCPENOTOYMIICS Ha JOKAIU3ALNHN LeJei:

e Coznana [lapnmameHTCKas  KOMHCCHS 110  MOHUTOPHMHTY  BBITIOJIHCHHS
HallMOHAJBHBIX 3a7ad B 0ONacTH YCTOWYMBOTO Pa3BUTHUS IOJ PYyKOBOJCTBOM
Cnukepa Cenara.

e Hamumonanpubli minaH pa3putus PecmyOmmkm Kazaxcran go 2029 rona
HHTETPHUPOBAN OTIACIbHBIC aKTyallbHble WHAUKAaTopbl L[YP kommiekcHOTO
xapakrepa.

e B pamkax Bxyaza B rio0anbHYI0 KIIMMaTHYECKYIO MOBECTKY KazaxcTaH mpuHsII
Crpareruto JOCTHUXEHUS yriepoaHoil HedTpaabHocTH 10 2060 roga. Ctparerus
npeaycMaTpuBaeT ITy0oKylo TpaHC(hOpMamMio 3KOHOMHKH — OT Iepexoaa Ha
BO300HOBIISIEMbIE HCTOYHUKHU SHEPTHH U MOBBINICHUS 3HEPro3(PeKTHBHOCTH 10
MTOCTENEHHOT0 0TKa3a OT yIJIEBOJIOPOIOB.

e B crTpaHe npogoikaeTcs yKpeIIeHue yCTOHYUBOro COIIUaIbHO-IKOHOMUYECKOTO
pasButus. C 2023 roga neiicteyer ConuaiabHBIM KOJEKC, KOTOPBIH 00ecrednBaeT
NPOAKTUBHYIO TOJAEPXKKY Hacenenus, a «ludpoBas kapra cembn»
MIpeA0CTaBISIET HEMEIJICHHBIH JOCTYI K HH(QOpMAIMK O COLUANbHBIX YCIyrax u
Heo0X0AMMO MOIIepIKKeE.

e B pesynsrare nonutuku nusepcuduxanun sxonomukn BBIT Kazaxcrana B 2023
rogy BeIpoc Ha 5,1%, mpeBBICUB CpelHUI ypOBEHb MOCJIENHETO JECSATUIETHUS.
Crpana Takxe COXpaHWIa JHAEPCTBO B peruoHe no mnpusiaedenuro IIHNU,
obecnieunB 61% wux obOmero oOvema cpexu 15 cTpaH HOCTCOBETCKOTO
npoctpancTBa u LleHTpansHoll A3um.
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Kazaxcran Bomen B TOII-3 uHHOBAIlMOHHBIX ’KOHOMUK peruoHa lleHTpansHOil
n lOxHOl A3uu no Bepcuu [mobanpHOro nHAEKca HHHOBanui 2023.

Eﬂaroz[apsl YBCIUWYCHUIO UHBCCTUIIMOHHBIX ITPOCKTOB, B 2024 roay Te€MIibl pocCTa
O6pa6aTLIBaIOHIeﬁ MNPOMBINIJICHHOCTU JOCTHUIJIM IMOYTHU 6%, 4YTO CTAaJI0O PEKOPAHLBIM
IMOKa3aTCJIEM 3a IMMOCJICAHEC NCCATUIICTHC.

B 2024 romy Acrtana crana nepBelM TopoaoM B llenTpanbHoi A3suu,
YIOCTOCHHBIM MeXIyHapoaHoro ceptudukara ISO 37120 «YcroiiumBble Topoaa u
cooOuiecTBa» Ha ypoBHeE «Silvery.

e B pmenax kadecTBEHHOro MoHUTOpuHra peanuszauuu L[YP Kaszaxcran
aKTyaJau3upoBaj epeueHb HalMOHAJIbHBIX HHAUKATOpOB LIYP.

e [IpaBUTENBCTBO CTPAHBI CUMTACT COTPYJHUUYCCTBO KIFOUEBBIM JJIS JOCTUIKCHHS
LYP. B 2024 rony Ka3zaxcran B3sum Ha cebs mpeacenatensctso B LIIIOC, OTT,
OIKB, CBMJJA u M®CA, 49t0o mO3BOJsAET NEMOHCTPHPOBATH MOCTIDKCHUS H
HHULUUPOBATH HOBBIC TPOCKTHI.

Ipu mopmepxkxe EBpomeiickoro coroza u [IPOOH paspaborana permoHambHas
mnatdopma moruTopunra LIYP nns ctpan LlerTpansHoit A3uu.

e Ecnu B nepBoil monoBuHe peanuzauuu IloBectku aua 2030 IlpaButenbcTBO
Kazaxcrana cocpenorouuno ycunusa Ha HauumoHanuzauuu L[YP, To Bo BTOpO#t
MOJIOBUHE AaKIeHT OBUI CMEIMEH Ha WX JoKamm3amuioo. beima chopmupoBana
MeTojolorndeckas Oaza g amantanuu L[YP Ha pernoHampHOM ypOBHE,
YTBepkIeHO «MeTomoorndeckoe pyKoBOJCTBO 1o Jokamu3zanuu L{YPy.

Baxupim 3Tanom nokanmu3anuu LY P cramo moaroroka J[o0poBOIBHBIX MECTHBIX
0030poB. B 2023 roxy 6w onmyonukosaH [lepsrrit IMO ropoma AxmaTsl.

e KaszaxcraH akTHBHO BOBJEKaeT HaceleHue B peanusanuio LIYP u mposén psn
meponpusTuil npu noaroroske AHO, cnenysa npunuuny «He ocTaBUTh HUKOTO
o3am».

B peruoHax CTpaHbI ObLIH MNPOBEACHBI KOHCYJIbTAlUH T10 O6CY)KZ[GHI/IIO IMpOCKTa
O630pa C y4dJacTuem HpeZ[CTaBHTeJIeﬁ MECTHBIX HUCIIOJIHUTCIBbHBIX OpPraHOB,
ACNMYyTAaTOB, TPaAKAAHCKOTO O6H.[eCTBa, INOJIUTUYCCKUX HapTHﬁ, HE3aBUCHUMBIX
OKCIIEPTOB, HpeI[CTaBPITGJ'IGfI AKaJICMHUYICCKOTI0 Kpyra M 4YaCTHOI'O CCKTOpa, TaKXKe
APYTUX 3aWHTCEPCCOBAHHBIX CTOPOH. VyacTtHHKH KOHCYJ'ILTa]_II/Iﬁ OonpeaAcInin
MNPUOPUTETHBIC LEJIHN I PETUOHOB.

Brim opraHm3oBaH KOHKYPC 3CC€ Cpedu IIKONBHUKOB, TaKXe OHIIAWH OIMpocC
cpenu Mojoaexu B Bozpacte 15-35 net npu noaaepxke KOHUCE®.

° HpOBe,I[eHI/Ie OIIpOCOB TMO3BOJMUIIO BbIABUTb NPUOPUTCTHBIC MLEJIU, KaK i
CTpaHbl, TaK W OJSI KaXAOro peruoHa. C Y4€TOM MHCHUA HpCHCTaBHTeHCﬁ
HacCCJICHUA CTpaHbI B O630pe JOIIOJIHUTEIIBbHO 6y,Il€T MNpeaACTaBICH Z[eTaHLHLIﬁ
aHaJn3 1O CJICAYIOIINM HEJIAM:

- IIYP 1 «JIlukBuganus HUMIETHI;
- IIVP 12 «OTBeTcTBEHHOE NOTPEOIIEHNE M TIPOU3BOJCTBOY;
- IIYP 16 «Mup, npaBocynue 3ppeKTUBHBIE HHCTUTYTHI».

Hactosmuit O0630p IEeMOHCTpPUPYET TOTOBHOCTh Ka3zaxcTaHa K YCKOPCHHIO H
MacmTabupoBaHUI Tmponecca Jokamm3danuu LYP, ¢ mempio mpeogoneHus
aKTyaJIbHBIX BBI30BOB M IOWCKAa 3(Q(EKTUBHBIX PEIMICHWI Ha IMYTH K BBHIOJTHCHHIO
o0s3arennpcTB B paMkax [loBectku gas 2030.
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[Original: Russian]
BBenenune

Ksipreisckas PecnyOiaumka mpomomkaeT YBEpPEHHO JBHUraThCs IO MYTH
peanusanuu [losectku qus OOH B oGmactu ycroiumporo passutus mao 2030 roma
(IToBectkn  2030). C wMomeHTa TpeAcCTaBieHHs mepBoro HanuoHaiabHOTO
no6poBonbHOTO 0030pa B 2020 rony cTpaHa AEMOHCTPUPYET MOCIENOBATCIbHBIA U
CHCTEMHBIN MOAXOMA K TOCTHKCHUIO IIeJIeH YCTOWYUBOTO pa3BUTHA.

Llenn ycTOHYMBOTO pa3BUTHUS WHTETPUPOBAHBI B CTPAaTErHYeCKUE JOKYMEHTHI
crpasl — HanuonansHyto ctpareruto passutus 2040 roma, HanunonamsHylo
nporpammy pasButus 10 2026 roga. HoBas HaunonanbHast mporpamMmma pa3BUTHS 10
2030 roma mNOATBEPXKAAeT HEU3MEHHYIO IPHUBEPKEHHOCTh CTPAHBl pealn3aluu
ITosectku 2030 u 3aaeT BEKTOp JJIs JaJbHEHIIEr0 YCTOMUMBOTO PAa3BUTHS CTPAHBI.

KpIprei3cTan coxpaHseT YBEpPEHHOCTh M IOCJIEAOBAaTEIBHOCTH B CBOEH
nonutuke. Pekomenganuu nepsoro H/1O nnterpuposansl B [IporpamMmy pa3BuTHs 10
2026 roga M B CEKTOpalbHbIE CTpaTerndeckue XoKyMeHThl. CTpaHa peryiaspHoO
MIOATBEPXKIAeT CBOIO IIpUBEPKEHHOCTH B paMkax CammutoB OOH mo LIVP, peanusyer
LleJIeHaNIpaBiICHHbIEC ACHCTBUSA IO 3allUTE IpaB TPakJaH, TUKBUJALUN OCTHOCTH U
HEpPaBEHCTBA, IPOABUKEHHUIO T'CHIEPHOTO pPAaBEHCTBA, PAa3BUTHUIO YEJIOBEYECKOIO
KamuTaja TIOoCpeJACTBOM o0ecrnedyeHuss [JOCTyla K KaueCTBEHHBIM ycClyram
31paBOOXpaHEHUs U 00pa30BaHUS.

IIporpecc IYP

Bropoit HIIO neMoHcTpupyeT mporpecc pealu3allidl NPUOPUTETOB U 3ajad,
omnpeaenéHHbIX cTpaHoi B mepsoM HJ[O.

Crpana ompenenuina misi cebs 1eneBble Mokazarenu nocTwkenus LYP, us
KOTOPBIX YETKO BHUIHO, HACKOIBKO cTpaHa 3PGEeKTUBHO peanu3yeT U JAOCTUTrAeT
3agaun [[YP.

HecmoTps Ha cepbE3HBIE BEI30BHI MOCIEAHUX JIET, BKIrodas nangemuo COVID-
19 u BHemHWE SKOHOMHUYECKHE MOTpsiceHus, Kovipreizckoir PecmyGnuke ynanocs
MPEeoAoeTh 3HAYUTEIBHOE [aBICHHE Ha COLMAIBHYI0 c(epy M HIKOHOMHUKY,
COXpPaHUTh CTAOMJIBHOCTBH KJIIOUEBBIX IIOKa3aTejeil M co3JaTh NMPOUYHYI 0azy uis
nanpHeiimux npeobpasoBanuif. C 2022 roga cTpaHa BHIIIJIA Ha YCTOHYUBBIE TEMIIBI
9KOHOMHUYECKOTO pocTta B 9 %, 4TO sABIsAETCA ONHHM U3 JY4YIIMX IOKa3aTelel B
HentpansHoii A3uu. Yposenb BBII na nymy Hacenenus no utoram 2024 roga 10cTur
2 419 nonnapoB CIIA, uto Ha 70 mpomeHToB BbIme mokaszartenas 2019 roma. Poct
OEIIHOCTH, BBI3BAaHHBIM MIO0AIBHBIM KPU3HCOM WHQISLUHU, YOAJOCh HMPEOJOJETh K
2023 ropay, 4to nonarBepxaacT 3pPeKTUBHOCTh aHTUKPU3UCHBIX COLMAIBHBIX MeEp,
MPEaNPUHATHIX TOCYJAPCTBOM.

VnydmieHsl IoKa3aTeau B COLUAIBHOM CEKTOpe. B wacTHOCTH, yBEIMYEH OXBaT
JOIIKONBHBIM 00pa3oBaHHWEM, YIY4YIOIEHBl MOKa3aTelW BIAJCHUS YTCHHEM W
MaTEMaTUKON B Ha4yajabHOM IIKOJE, PACIIUPEH OXBAT HACEJIECHUS IIEPBUYHON MEIUKO -
CAaHUTAapHON ITOMOIIBIO, CHUIKEHA MIIaJICHUYECKas CMEPTHOCTh, YCHIIEHA CHUCTEMa
COIMAJIBHOM 3aIIHUTHI, YTO OCOOCHHO BaXKHO ISl CENbCKUX W OTAAJICHHBIX PailOHOB.
Crpana npeAnpHHUMAET aKTUBHBIC MEPHI JIJIS YIYUIICHUS YCIOBUN KU3HU YI3BUMBIX
TpYII HAaCEJIEHHUS.

Ksiprezckas Pecriybnnka akTHBHO TPOJIBUTAST HHUIIMATHBEI 110 3aITUTE TOPHBIX
9KOCHCTEM U KpHochephl Ha MeXIyHapOoaHBIX popyMmax. HecmoTps Ha TO, 94TO cTpaHa
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Lesotho

BBIOpAcHIBACT NAPHUKOBBIX Ta30B B TPHU pa3a MEHbIIE, YeM B CPEJAHEM IO MHDPY, U
nMeeT MUHUMAaJbHBEII 00beM BHIOPOCOB NapHUKOBBIX Ira30B B pernoHe, KeIprei3ckas
PecnyOnuka B3sima Ha ce0s aMOMIMO3HBIE 0053aTE€NbCTBA — JOCTHYb YIVIEPOIHOM
HelTpansHOCTH K 2050 Toxy.

brina pasBepHyTa OecmperieeHTHass O00pb0Oa ¢ KOppyNIHeEH, YTO HOBBICHIIO
JIOBEpHeE I'paxkaH K TOCYyJapCTBY U yIyUIIHIJIO MEXIyHAapOIHBIA PEHTUHT BOCIIpUSTUS
KOpPyNLHH.

Buenpenne HanuonanbHOW nudpoBoit minatdpopmbl «TyHIYK» MO3BOJIHIO
00eceunTh HHTETPALMIO TOCYAapCTBEHHBIX U YaCTHBIX CEPBUCOB, YIYUIIUTh A0CTYI
K COIMaJbHBIM M aJMUHHCTPATUBHBIM YyCIyraMm, IIOBBICUB IIPO3PayHOCTh H
3¢ (HEeKTUBHOCTH rOCYAapCTBEHHOTO YIIPABICHUS.

B mensx BBISBICHUS CTPYKTYPHBIX MNPUYMH TNPOOJEMaTUKH IpPU aHAIU3e
nporpecca no L[YP mpumMmeHsoTCA MOAXOIbI, BBIXOAAILIUE 32 PaMKH yCPEIHEHHOM
CTaTHUCTHUKH.

Mounutopusr HIYP

Kreipreisckas PecnyGnuka akTHBHO BHeEApSET COBpPEMEHHBIE HHCTPYMEHTHI
moHutopunra L{YP. Haunonansnas mardpopma oryetnoctu «Open SDG» u «SDG
Tracker» o0ecrneunBarOT MPO3pPavYHY0 OTUETHOCTH Mo 217 muaukatopam L[YP ¢ ux
BHU3yalu3alueid. OTH HWHCTPYMEHTHl (OPMHUPYIOT OCHOBY JUIsi O0OOCHOBAHHOTO
MPUHATHUSA PEIICHUHN U CTPAaTeTUUEeCKOTO MIaHUPOBAHUA.

3akauenne

Ksipreizckas Pecny0Onauka moaTBepkKIaeT CBOIO PEIIMMOCTh ABUTATHCS MO MYTH
YCTOWYMBOIO  pa3BUTHUs, o0ecrneyuBas YCTOWYHMBBII OJKOHOMHYECKHUH pOCT,
JUKBUAANUIO OENHOCTH, 3allMTy INpaB YelOBeKa M HCKOpEeHEeHHWEe HepaBeHCTBa. B
IIPUOPUTETAX OCTAKTCS pACIIUPEHUE BHYTPEHHEr0 IPOU3BOJACTBA, IOBBIIICHUE
3aHATOCTH, PAa3BUTHE JIOTHCTHYECKOTO IOTEHIMaNa, KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOTO
arpoNpPOMBIIINIEHHOTO CEKTOPa, TYpHU3Ma U «3eJEHOW» SKOHOMUKHU. DTH HaIpaBICHUS
B3aMMOJOMONHAIOT APYT Apyra U 006ecrneynBaroT MPOYHYI0 OCHOBY JJISI COXpPAaHECHHS
YCTOHYUBOCTH CTPaHBI B YCIOBHAX TIOOANbHBIX BBI30BOB. Kpome TOro, KirodeBoe
BHHUMaHHE YACJSICTCS YKPEIUICHHUI0O TPYJOBOIO pBIHKA, CHCTEMBI 00pa3oBaHUA,
3[paBOOXpaHeHust U HOPMHUPOBAHHUIO CHIIBHOM IPa)AaHCKOW MJIEHTUYHOCTH.

[Original: English]
Background

The Government of Lesotho (GoL) has improved the Medium Term Expenditure
Framework (MTEF) to ensure that budgeting by government institutions is aligned
with specific indicators and targets of NSDP II. To strengthen partnerships and enable
conducive investment, Lesotho has developed the Investment Climate Action Plan
(ICAP), and 2023 SDG Investor Map 2023 which identified five core sectors and 12
market-ready Investment Opportunity Areas that have potential to address pressing
national development needs and drive economic resilience and job creation.
Furthermore, to mobilise additional financial resources and promote investment, the
country adopted a Remittances Strategy and completed a Policy Analysis Towards
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Promotion of Diaspora Investment and Trade in Lesotho to enhance policy coherence
for investment promotion.

Progress

Lesotho’s economy grew slightly from 2.4% in 2016 to 2.5% in 2024/2, driven
by the construction, services, and livestock farming sectors. The robust performance
of construction and services in recent years has more than offset the contraction of
export-oriented sectors such as the mining and textile & clothing industries.

Of the 549,722 employed persons in 2023/2024, 84.0% are engaged in informal
employment. Unemployment rate decreased from 25.3% (2008) to 22.5% (2019), then
increased to 30.29% in 2024. Notably, female unemployment (30.80%) slightly
exceeds males (29.93%), highlighting structural gender inequalities in labour market
access. Youth unemployment rate (15-35 years) rose from 29.1% in 2019 to 37.75%
in 2024.

Maternal mortality has substantially decreased from 1,024 to 530 per 100,000
live births between 2014 and 2023-24. Lesotho has now met all 90-90-90 targets
among adults (ages 15 years and older) living with HIV, and more than 73% of all
adults living with HIV have achieved Viral Load Suppression (VLS).

Lesotho has enacted the Harmonisation of the Rights of Customary Widows
with the Legal Capacity of Married Persons Act (2022), which allows customary
widows equal ownership and control over shared property upon the death of their
spouses.

Lesotho has demonstrated strong political will in advancing the climate agenda
by updating its Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), developing a national
Climate Change Policy, Migration and Climate Change Strategy and adopting a
comprehensive Disaster Risk Reduction Strategy, enhancing institutional
coordination and climate governance.

Despite being landlocked with no access to the sea and associated marine
resources, Lesotho has numerous inland water bodies, including rivers, lakes,
wetlands, and reservoirs. These large water reservoirs have increased the native fish
populations, leading to the development of capture fisheries as a livelihood source.
To date, Lesotho ranks number one in Africa for trout exports, generating jobs and
much-needed foreign exchange. Lesotho is also focused on conserving wetlands and
employing ecosystem-based adaptation strategies.

Leaving No One Behind

Some of the notable interventions geared towards reducing inequalities among
people and regions, as well as around gender, age, and social status, include the
Pathways to Sustainable Livelihood Project which uplifts impoverished and at-risk
households through economic inclusion and Competitiveness and Financial Inclusion
to increase access to business support services and financial products targeted at
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises and entrepreneurs, especially women and
youth;

Challenges

There is an absence of a coordinated framework for ODA alignment with
national priorities, which often leads to duplication and fragmented interventions.

Data quality, availability, and reliability remain a key challenge in tracking
implementation and reporting on SDGs.
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The ad hoc and limited engagement of non-state actors in SDG planning and
review processes impedes inclusive and sustained implementation of multi-
stakeholder partnerships.

There is weak inter-ministerial coordination and a monitoring framework.

There is a lack of a coordinated government-wide approach to address
unemployment, particularly youth unemployment.

Malaysia

[Original: English]

Malaysia’s 2025 Voluntary National Reviews (VNR) underscores the nation’s
unwavering commitment to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development with
estimated 43% of the targets are on track by 2030—a performance that exceeds the
global average of 17%. This reflects the country’s enduring dedication to inclusive,
equitable, and sustainable development, even in the face of evolving global and
domestic challenges.

Malaysia’s alignment of its national development agenda with the SDGs has
been deliberate and strategic. Since the Eleventh Malaysia Plan (2016-2020), and
further under the Twelfth Malaysia Plan (2021-2025), the SDGs have been
systematically integrated into national planning. Through the establishment of
institutional frameworks, comprehensive SDG roadmaps, and governance
mechanisms, Malaysia has laid a strong foundation for effective implementation,
monitoring and accountability.

Under the ‘People’ pillar, Malaysia has demonstrated measurable progress in
improving the quality of life. The absolute poverty rate declined from 8.4%
(estimated) in 2020 to 6.2% in 2022, driven by inclusive and targeted policy
interventions. Maternal mortality saw a substantial drop from 68.2 per 100,000 live
births in 2021 to 25.7 in 2023, signalling ongoing enhancements in healthcare
services. Notably, gender parity in education has been largely achieved, with equal
access to primary and secondary education, reaffirming Malaysia’s commitment to
universal education. Despite these successes, the Government remains vigilant in
addressing regional and social disparities.

In the realm of ‘Prosperity’, the national economy continues to show resilience
as GDP growth accelerated from 3.1% in 2021 to 5.1% in 2024, supported by a
forward-looking development strategy that emphasises digitalisation, high-value
industries, and green technology. The unemployment rate has dropped to 3.1%, the
lowest in a decade, underscoring the success of employment-generating policies and
labour market reforms. Concurrently, bold fiscal reforms including subsidy
rationalisation have been introduced to reinforce economic resilience and long-term
sustainability.
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Under the ‘Planet’ pillar, Malaysia reaffirms its strong environmental
commitments. The country aims to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions intensity
by 45% by 2030 and is on a credible pathway toward net-zero emissions by 2050.
Decarbonisation efforts particularly in the industrial sector are accelerating,
supported by enabling policies and incentives. Moreover, Malaysia has achieved
significant milestones in biodiversity protection and pollution control including
measurable improvements in river water quality. Forest cover remains high at 54.5%
of the total land area, well above the global pledge of 50%—a result further bolstered
by the national tree-planting campaign, which met its target of planting 100 million
trees ahead of schedule.

On the ‘Peace and Partnerships’ front, governance reforms have translated into
concrete improvements. Malaysia’s Corruption Perceptions Index ranking improved
from 62nd in 2021 to 57th in 2024, while its standing in the U.S. Trafficking in
Persons (TIP) report advanced from Tier 3 to Tier 2 over the same period, reflecting
serious efforts in institutional reform and justice. As a member of the United Nations
Human Rights Council (2022-2024), Malaysia has taken proactive positions on
global human rights issues and continues to play a constructive role in multilateral
dialogues. Looking ahead, as Chair of ASEAN in 2025, Malaysia will prioritise
regional sustainability, inclusivity and resilience.

Malaysia’s dedication to achieving the SDGs remains firm. Through greater
policy coherence, stakeholder engagement and a whole-of-nation approach, the
government is committed to ensuring that no one is left behind, especially as it
accelerates efforts towards more equitable access to healthcare, closing gender gaps,
promoting inclusive subnational growth, enhancing marine sustainability, and
fostering stronger multi-stakeholder partnerships. With strong institutional
foundations, progressive policies, and an inclusive ethos, Malaysia stands poised to
deliver on the 2030 Agenda.

[Original: English]

The decision to present Malta's Second Voluntary National Review (VNR) is a
testament to Malta's long-standing commitment to sustainable development. The
review builds on progress from Malta's first VNR (2018). The process of drafting this
VNR included work on a new strategic framework for domestic development-related
actions, extensive stakeholder involvement, and reliance on comprehensive data.

Two pivotal strategic documents guide Malta's sustainable development agenda:
Malta's Sustainable Development Vision for 2050 (2018) and Malta's Sustainable
Development Strategy for 2050 (2024). The Strategy focuses on five strategic goals:
transitioning towards a climate-neutral green and blue economy; preserving
sustainable urban development and cultural heritage; ensuring healthy lives and well -
being for all; accelerating digital transformation, smart mobility and connectivity; and
achieving social fairness and prosperity for all.
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Malta has built a transparent and participatory multi-stakeholder process that
has evolved since the first VNR. The Ministry for the Environment, Energy, and
Public Cleanliness (MEEC) coordinated Malta's Second VNR, adopting a whole-of-
government approach. A Technical Working Group led by MEEC, comprising
representatives from all Ministries and the National Statistics Office (NSO), was set
up to ensure a comprehensive and evidence-based review.

Other vital stakeholders, including civil society representatives, academia, the
private sector, and individuals, were also mobilised, ensuring a whole-of-society
approach. Stakeholder engagement was facilitated through an interest-influence
mapping exercise, tailored questionnaires and a Multi-Stakeholder Forum. Social
media campaigns enhanced public awareness, ensuring inclusivity and the principle
of leaving no one behind.

Malta acknowledges the critical role of young people in advancing sustainable
development. A dedicated SDG Youth Meetup provided a platform for youth to
discuss progress, challenges, and future directions related to the SDGs. The highlight
of these contributions was a dedicated chapter written by Malta's SDG Youth
Champions and the UN Youth Delegate.

Enhanced collaboration with the NSO has strengthened data collection and
monitoring since the first VNR, allowing for more accurate progress tracking across
all SDGs. Malta's Second VNR features a comprehensive Statistical Annex
highlighting Malta's evolution across all SDGs since 2015.

Malta's Second VNR showcases Malta's efforts to adopt multiple initiatives that
have contributed positively to socio-economic and environmental sustainability.
Indeed, the indicators verify the effectiveness of the measures implemented with
reduced poverty among adults aged 18-64, rising employment rates, growth in the
value-added of small-scale industries, and sustained investment in innovation.

Malta has made progress in gender equality, particularly by reducing pay gaps,
increasing female representation in leadership and politics, and strengthening legal
frameworks against gender-based violence. In education, completion rates have risen,
and digital skills have improved.

Progress in health includes increasing life expectancy and improving healthcare
coverage. Urban greening, heritage preservation, and air pollution reduction have
enhanced the quality of the environment. Measures have also effectively reduced
domestic material consumption and increased municipal waste recycling. Ambitious
measures for renewable energy and the expansion and modernisation of electricity
infrastructure also led to positive results. Moreover, Malta has nearly universal access
to safe drinking water and wastewater treatment coverage. Significant progress has
been made in marine protection, including the establishment of 18 Marine Protected
Areas.
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These positive trends reflect Malta's commitment to sustainable development.
However, looking at SDG implementation worldwide, the need for further action,
particularly in response to global challenges such as rising geopolitical uncertainty,
the climate crisis, social inequalities, and digitalisation, is clear.

In conclusion, the second VNR builds on the lessons learned from the first
review, demonstrating significant progress in Malta's approach to sustainable
development. Malta’s Sustainable Development Strategy for 2050 will address gaps
identified in Malta's Second VNR, further consolidate progress, and ensure that Malta
continues to advance towards full implementation of the SDGs.

Micronesia (Federated States of)

40/54

[Original: English]

Navigating Our Future: Balancing Traditional Values and Sustainable
Development

The Federated States of Micronesia presents its second Voluntary National
Review as a reaffirmation of our deep-rooted commitment to the 2030 Agenda and to
a development pathway defined by our traditional knowledge, cultural identity,
and unwavering community spirit. Grounded in the wisdom of our ancestors and
guided by our modern aspirations, FSM continues to navigate a rapidly evolving
global and regional environment with resilience, purpose, and vision. Our national
journey is shaped by the FSM Strategic Development Plan (2024-2043), which lays
out a unified, resilient, and prosperous FSM, delineated in nine thematic areas and
aligned with the SDGs.

Our focus on people-centered development is central to this journey, particularly
in health & well-being and gender equality & social inclusion. Our experiences
throughout the pandemic reaffirmed the importance of resilient local health systems,
access to care in remote areas, and a holistic approach to wellness that includes
mental, physical, and social health. At the same time, we celebrate new milestones in
gender equality, as more women step into leadership roles and contribute to shaping
the nation’s future.

FSM’s economic landscape continues to evolve. The path to sustainable and
inclusive growth demands that we reduce dependency, broaden opportunity, and
place greater value on local entrepreneurship, youth innovation, and women’s
economic participation. We aspire to shift from a model rooted in external assistance
to one driven by economic diversification leading to self-reliance. Priorities include
investing in human capital, expanding infrastructure, and fostering inclusive
platforms to support integration of FSM into the global market.

As a big ocean state, FSM’s natural resources are both a source of pride and a
critical foundation for development. The ocean is central to our identity and future,
and we are committed to protecting our marine ecosystems through expanded
conservation zones, sustainable fisheries, and the integration of customary marine
stewardship. However, the worsening impacts of climate change threaten not only
our biodiversity but also our food security, cultural heritage, and economic stability.
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Our efforts are focused on resilience, intergenerational equity, and maintaining
FSM’s global leadership in sustainable ocean governance.

The changing geopolitical landscape in the Pacific presents challenges and
opportunities for the FSM. As global interest in the region grows, so do the demands
on our governance systems, diplomacy, and sovereignty. While new partnerships may
open doors to more significant investment and influence, FSM must navigate with
unity, transparency, and strategic foresight. Our ability to shape and assert our
national development priorities depends on strengthening internal coordination,
investing in national capacities, and pursuing relationships aligned with our values,
identity, and long-term vision. In this context, the pursuit of equitable access to
resources, technology, and climate financing becomes even more urgent.

As we reflect on our progress and look to the future, FSM is determined to steer
its course—one defined by community ownership, traditional leadership, and a
firm commitment to leaving no one behind. Our next phase will emphasize deeper
integration of cultural governance into public policy, expanding localized services,
and greater investment in data systems and institutional capacity. We will continue to
advocate for partnerships that respect our sovereignty and pursue development that is
both inclusive and locally driven.

Through this Voluntary National Review, FSM sends a clear message: our nation
is not merely adapting to change—we are shaping it. With tradition as our compass
and sustainability as our destination, we remain committed to building a future that
honors our heritage, empowers our people, and upholds our rightful place as stewards
of the Pacific.

[Original: English]

Nigeria continues to demonstrate resolute commitment to the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. With deliberate and strategic efforts, the country has
instituted robust policy and institutional frameworks at national and sub-national
levels to ensure effective and inclusive implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). These frameworks include the alignment of the National
Statistical System with the SDGs, the country-led evaluation of SDG implementation,
the design and rollout of the Integrated National Financing Framework (INFF), and
the adoption of the Inclusive Data Charter Action Plan, each contributing to a more
coherent and coordinated development agenda.

Since 2016, Nigeria’s development strategies have been firmly anchored in the
SDGs. The Economic Recovery and Growth Plan (2017-2020), the Economic
Sustainability Plan (2020) developed in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and the
National Development Plan (2021-2025) reflect the country's resolve to accelerate
inclusive and sustainable development. The current plan, in particular, aims to unlock
Nigeria’s vast economic potential through broad-based, inclusive, and resilient
economic transformation.
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Nigeria’s Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) undertaken in 2017, 2020, and
2025, highlight a consistent commitment to accountability, inclusivity, and evidence -
based policymaking. The 2017 VNR focused on institutional readiness and
governance structures for SDG delivery, while the 2020 VNR was aligned with
development priorities under the Economic Recovery and Growth Plan. The 2025
VNR adopts a whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach. A
comprehensive Country SDGs Progress Report formed the basis for a nationwide
consultative process involving the six geopolitical zones, along with specialised
engagements with Persons with Disabilities and Children and Youth. This inclusive
and participatory process ensured that voices from all segments of the Nigerian
society contributed to shaping the national SDGs narrative.

The 2025 VNR focuses specifically on five priority reporting SDGs—SDG 3
(Good Health and Well-being), SDG 5 (Gender Equality), SDG 8 (Decent Work and
Economic Growth), SDG 14 (Life Below Water), and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the
Goals), providing a deeper analysis of national progress and areas requiring urgent
intervention. In terms of progress, Nigeria has made important strides in
institutionalizing the SDGs across policy and planning frameworks. Nearly a decade
into implementation, however, results remain mixed. Of the 52 key performance
indicators reviewed in the 2024 SDGs Progress Report, 18 (34.6%) show
improvement, while 16 (30.8%) have stagnated and another 18 (34.6%) have
regressed. Structural fiscal challenges persist. Government revenue remains low,
representing just 9.6% of GDP in 2023. The tax-to-GDP ratio has modestly risen from
5.5% in 2020 to 6.7% in 2022. Remittances from Nigerians in the diaspora continue
to serve as a vital economic buffer, contributing nearly 6% of GDP.

Global crises have significantly disrupted momentum toward the SDGs. The
confluence of the COVID-19 pandemic, intensifying climate change impacts, and
rising geopolitical conflicts have generated widespread economic and social shocks.
These shocks triggered lockdowns, travel restrictions, disrupted supply chains, and
led to a sharp contraction in economic activity. Global GDP declined by 3.4%,
translating to over USD 2 trillion in lost economic output. Many countries, including
Nigeria, have faced slowed, stagnated, or reversed SDG progress as a result.

As the 2030 deadline approaches, Nigeria must scale up its commitment to
targeted reforms and strategic investments. Strengthening the reengineered National
Statistical System and implementing the Inclusive Data Charter Roadmap will be
critical to ensuring the availability of timely, reliable, and disaggregated data to
inform responsive policymaking. Equally vital is the formulation and execution of the
next Medium-Term National Development Plan (2026-2030), which must be
transformative, inclusive, and climate-resilient geared towards unlocking catalytic
opportunities for sustainable and equitable growth across all sectors.

Papua New Guinea

[Original: English]
Introduction

Papua New Guinea (PNG) celebrates 50 years of independence this year — a
moment of national reflection and commemoration. This Golden Jubilee Anniversary
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is not only a milestone of nationhood, but a strong reminder of the country’s resilience
and commitment to building a just, equitable, and sustainable future.

This is exemplified by Papua New Guinea’s Second Voluntary National Review
(VNR), which reaffirms its commitment to the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). The SDGs are fully integrated into the country’s Vision
2050 and national planning frameworks, including the Medium-Term Development
Plans (MTDP) 111 2018-2022 and IV 2023-2027. Papua New Guinea’s journey over
the past five years has been defined by partnership, perseverance, and progress.

SDG Progress

Papua New Guinea has made gains across several SDGs since 2020. Poverty
reduction (SDG 1) has improved through social protection, increased rural
infrastructure, and access to finance. In health (SDG 3), the number of underweight
children has dropped significantly, while maternal health services have improved.
Education (SDG 4) outcomes improved, including increased enrolment, gender parity,
and an increase in alternative learning pathways.

Nutrition (SDG 2) has been prioritized through the Child Nutrition and Social
Protection programme, while public investment in social sectors rose from 12 per cent
in 2020 to 20 per cent in 2024.

Despite progress, challenges remain in gender equality (SDG 5), decent work
(SDG 8), climate resilience (SDG 13), and institutional governance (SDG 16). PNG
continues to build and sustain peace and strengthen its national response to corruption
to increase public trust.

National Ownership and Institutional Arrangements

National ownership of the SDGs has deepened since 2020, with SDGs
embedded within the MTDP IV, sectoral policies, and provincial plans. Papua New
Guinea’s institutional arrangements have matured through SDG Technical Working
Groups and Inter-Ministerial Committees.

The establishment of the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC)
and enhanced oversight by the Auditor-General and the Ombudsman Commission
demonstrate Papua New Guinea’s resolve to uphold SDG 16.6 to achieve good
governance and promote Open Government Partnership initiatives.

Means of Implementation

MTDP 1V is the first of four national delivery mechanisms through which capital
investment finances SDG implementation. The Papua New Guinea Government has
increased allocations in social and economic sectors.

Public-Private Partnerships, donor alignment through the Development
Cooperation Policy, and targeted social and economic sector investments — including
the “Connect PNG Program” — have all supported SDG outcomes.

However, expanding the fiscal space and improving access to innovative
financing remain critical priorities.

Multi-Sectoral Stakeholder Engagement

Civil society, the private sector, development partners, and academic/research
institutions have played a key role in Papua New Guinea’s sustainable development
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leveraging effective partnerships (SDG 17). The National Government has
strengthened engagement through the Consultative Implementation and Monitoring
Council, CSO Partnership Policy, and Open Government Partnership initiatives to
deliver people-cantered change.

Leave No One Behind (LNOB)

The Leave No One Behind principle guides Papua New Guinea’s development
efforts, with a focus on reaching remote and vulnerable groups. National programmes
on nutrition, labour mobility, finance access, and early childhood education, target
those most in need.

Sub-national integration empowers communities to prioritize local development
such as District Development Authorities and Provincial Health Authorities.

Challenges

Obstacles hampering SDG progress include limited data systems, geographic
isolation, financing gaps, and service delivery weaknesses. Papua New Guinea is
addressing these issues through governance and legislative reforms and by
strengthening coordination across all levels of government.

Conclusion

As Papua New Guinea celebrate 50 years of independence, it reaffirms its
commitment to sustainable development. This Second VNR is a record of progress
and a roadmap for action and investment.

Guided by the SDGs and driven by the resilience of its people, PNG is charting
a path toward 2030, and a sustainable and equitable future for all.

[Original: English]

In 2015, as UN member states adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, the Philippines made a further commitment to undertake a voluntary
national review (VNR) on Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) implementation
every three years. Following through on this commitment, we have produced VNRs
in 2016, 2019, and 2022.

The last VNR reported on how the country addressed the effects of the COVID-
19 pandemic and harnessed innovation to accelerate SDG progress. Since then, the
Philippines has shown marked recovery and is now on a path of social and economic
transformation towards inclusive, resilient, and sustainable development.

With the development of the “SDG Pace of Progress”, we are now in a better
position to report on the country’s performance in achieving the Goals. This statistical
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tool shows the progress we have made since 2015, and how likely the targets will be
achieved by 2030.

Guided by a shared vision for 2040, and with the Philippine Development Plan
as our action agenda, the country has made notable progress in ten SDGs. Based on
the 2024 Pace of Progress, these Goals include 1 (No Poverty), 2 (Zero Hunger), 4
(Quality Education), 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation), 7 (Affordable and Clean
Energy), 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth), 9 (Industry, Innovation and
Infrastructure), 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production), 14 (Life Below
Water), and 15 (Life on Land). Of these Goals, SDGs 2, 7, 8, and 9 were regressing
in the 2022 Pace of Progress.

Aligned with the 2025 High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development
(HLPF), this fourth VNR focuses on SDGs 3 (Good Health and Well-being), 5
(Gender Equality), 8, 14, and 17 (Partnerships for the Goals). The “5Ps” of the 2030
Agenda serves as the reference framework for summarizing the country’s progress in
these focus goals.

People. The Philippines remains committed to ensuring healthy lives and
promoting the well-being of all Filipinos across all ages. To reverse the country’s
decelerating progress in health, the country has been strengthening the
implementation of the Universal Health Care Act. In line with its commitment to leave
no one behind, the country also prioritized initiatives that empower women and girls,
address gender-based violence, and promote equal opportunities in all aspects of life.

Prosperity. The Philippines continues to be one of the fastest growing
economies in the region and the world. To ensure that these gains are inclusive, the
Philippine government endeavors to create more, quality, and green jobs. To this end,
economic liberalization was pursued and a landmark law — the Trabaho Para sa Bayan
(National Employment Master Plan) Act — was enacted in 2023 to ensure workers’
welfare, competitiveness, and security.

Planet. As one of the countries most vulnerable to the effects of environmental
shocks, the Philippines has implemented initiatives that focus on marine
conservation, sustainable fisheries, and coastal resilience. These aim to protect the
country’s rich biodiversity while promoting sustainable use of marine resources and
environmental resilience.

Peace. Promoting a peaceful, just, inclusive and high-trust society remains at
the forefront of the nation’s priorities. The Philippine government integrated
digitalization into governance and service delivery to ensure that all Filipinos,
especially the most vulnerable sectors, have access to public services and justice, and
live in a peaceful, safe and secure community.

Partnership. Strengthening the means of implementation through partnership,
data, and innovation is the highlight of this review. The country’s initiatives and
accomplishments were underpinned by statistical innovations that enabled the
implementation of data-driven interventions. SDG localization and the establishment



E/HLPF/2021/5

of the Stakeholders” Chamber on the SDGs ensured that all hands are on deck and
resources are in place for the country to achieve the 2030 Agenda and our shared
long-term vision of a strongly rooted, comfortable, and secure life for all Filipinos.

Qatar

[Original: English]

National Vision and Commitment

e Qatar’s fourth Voluntary National Review (VNR) reflects a nation championing
its role in shaping a sustainable future, both at home and beyond. Guided by the
Qatar National Vision 2030 (QNV 2030) and the Third National Development
Strategy (NDS3), Qatar’s development path closely aligns with the 2030 Agenda.
Under the theme “Leading the Way: A Sustainable Future for All”, Qatar’s 2025
VNR reaffirms the country’s commitment to human prosperity, environmental
care, economic resilience and inclusive growth.

e Over the past decade, Qatar has emerged as a global hub for diplomacy,
innovation and economic diversification, embracing sustainable development as
a shared responsibility, shaping investments to build a lasting prosperity.

e Qatar demonstrates global leadership through its active role in key multilateral
forums, positioning itself as a global convener for inclusive, equitable, and
sustainable development.

VNR Preparation Process

e Qatar’s fourth VNR is led by the National Planning Council, shaped through a
multi-stakeholder participatory process for a fully integrated policy approach.

e Over 40 different entities have contributed via data exchanges, national
workshops, and open dialogues under Qatar’s bespoke governance structure.
VNR workshops served as engagement hub to gather input, highlight successes
and identify priorities.

e This inclusive, transparent and accountable approach reinforces Qatar’s national
ownership, whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach to sustainable
development, ensuring that diverse voices continue to shape a pathway toward
resilient and future-ready growth.

Key Achievements and Accelerators

e Qatar continues to achieve major milestones and establish flagship initiatives
across QNV 2030’s four foundational and interconnected pillars, which drive
SDG progress to create tangible, long-lasting outcomes.

1. Human development: Qatar is shaping a future-ready, empowered
population across generations by advancing education, resilient healthcare
systems, and lifelong learning. Flagship efforts such as the Ministry of
Labor’s Future-Ready Workforce Strategy highlight the nation’s
commitment to building a competitive, high-skilled workforce equipped for
tomorrow’s challenges.
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2. Social Development: Qatar fosters social cohesion and inclusivity by
promoting cultural identity and ensuring equitable opportunities. This
includes comprehensive structural reform to strengthen women’s rights and
reinforce child and family protection systems, driven by national efforts
across multiple institutions.

3. Economic Development: Qatar champions knowledge-based economic
diversification and sustainability, from strengthening local supply chains to
advancing sustainable finance. In this regards, regulatory reforms in Qatar
continue to focus on fostering an environment conducive for business and
with the objective to attract $100bn in investments, while supporting
SMEs, youth, and women through investments in human capital and
entrepreneurship.

4. Environmental Development: Qatar’s environmental stewardship is
exemplified through national strategies on climate change mitigation,
adaptation and ecosystem preservation, such as the National Climate
Change Plan, which promote sustainable energy, water security and circular
economy principles to secure a sustainable future.

Challenges and Data Gaps

e Qatar’s VNR identifies the following considerations for addressing the ongoing
challenges in SDG implementation:

o Cross-sectoral coordination, to ensure integrated approaches and
stakeholder engagement and facilitate inclusive progress in SDG
implementation.

o Data disaggregation and accessibility, to facilitate evidence-based
recommendations and targeted policy responses.

o Governance and institutional capacity, to emphasize representative,
participatory decision-making processes and enhance policy alignment.

o Balancing economic growth and social and environmental sustainability,
to maintain long-term prosperity while effectively leveraging resources.

Looking Ahead: A Sustainable Future for All

e Qatar’s 2025 VNR will help continue to guide accelerated SDG implementation
at scale with national priorities under QNV 2030, and in line with global
priorities. Through strengthened monitoring systems and participatory
engagement, Qatar is fostering continuous, evidence-driven progress.

e The VNR will also demonstrate Qatar’s commitment to its guiding principles for
national development and shared worldwide prosperity by advancing a future
grounded in transparency, equity, innovation and resilience.
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[Original: English]

Saint Lucia’s vision “to build a resilient and inclusive Nation for a more
sustainable and productive future for our people” is ingrained in the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. The presentation of Saint Lucia’s second voluntary
national review coincides with the completion of the Medium-Term Development
Strategy, 2021-2026. This national development plan is based on the Theory of
Change methodology and highlights three pillars necessary for advancement:
Economic, Environmental, Social and Human Capital Resilience. The establishment
of Cabinet-endorsed multisectoral committees, such as the national coordinating
mechanism for the SDGs and the adoption of key instruments in e.g. climate, oceans,
sustainable consumption and production and energy, demonstrate Saint Lucia’s
commitment to the implementation of the SDGs. However, Saint Lucia recognizes
the need for increased statistical and technical capacity, and improved monitoring
frameworks.

The COVID-19 pandemic significantly impacted the economy, placed
tremendous pressure on the healthcare sector and social protection systems,
ultimately hindering national development strategies. Post COVID-19, economic
growth rebounded by 12.2% in 2021 due, in part, to the tourism, manufacturing and
construction sectors. Unemployment rates have decreased to 8.8% in the fourth
quarter of 2024. Expansions in healthcare services have contributed to drastic
decreases in child and maternal mortality rates and cases of infectious diseases, while
efforts to reduce the increasing rates of non-communicable diseases are ongoing. The
completion of the Saint Jude Hospital Reconstruction Project will further boost
healthcare provision and address growing healthcare demands.

Social protection systems, such as the National Insurance Scheme which covers
73.1% of the working population, the Public Assistance Programme, the Child
Disability Grant and the Human Capital Resilience Programme, have expanded
during and post-COVID-19 and integrated a gender-inclusive focus to reduce
inequalities and ensure the inclusion of the most vulnerable. Further, the recently
revised National Social Protection Policy and Action Plan, the improved National
Eligibility Targeting Tool and new strategy for graduation from social assistance, will
further advance social protection measures.

As a Small Island Developing State, we continue to chart a path toward climate
resilience. This cross-cutting theme is reflected in national development
frameworks, notably, the 2024 Climate Change Act and sectoral strategies and plans
under the National Adaptation Plan; and in key sectors such as energy, infrastructure
and the blue economy. These seek to address impacts, safeguard natural capital and
facilitate private sector involvement and investment. In 2025, Saint Lucia submitted
its Third Nationally Determined Contribution, committing to further reducing
greenhouse gas emissions from the energy and transport sectors by 22% in 2035,
relative to 2010. Additionally, reforestation will sequester 33 ktCO2 by 2035,
compared to 2010, while the cooling sector will cut 10% of fluorinated gases from
the refrigeration and air conditioning sectors by 2035. This will be achieved
through enhanced deployment of wind and solar energy with battery storage,
upgrades to the grid infrastructure, continued efforts to improve energy efficiency,
and enhanced uptake of electric vehicles.

Saint Lucia continues to accelerate progress related to peace, justice, and
partnerships, despite limitations. Rising crime rates present increasing challenges to
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citizen security; therefore, the Government has instituted strategies, including a new
Crime Bill, to enhance public safety and economic stability. Civil society and private
sector partners continue to work alongside the Government to promote progress in
several areas, including social protection, climate change adaptation, economic
growth and gender inclusiveness. In response to limited access to grant financing due
to the country’s classification as a middle-income country, the Government will work
to strengthen its Public Sector Investment Programme, expand its donor base and
explore alternative financing mechanisms, such as public-private partnerships and
disaster financing to further advance progress on the Goals.

[Original: English]

We, the people of the Republic of Seychelles reaffirm our strong
commitment to sustainable and inclusive development in alignment with the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Building on its inaugural Voluntary National Review (VNR) in 2020, Seychelles
has made notable strides across multiple sectors, demonstrating adaptability and
recovery following the COVID-19 pandemic. The post-pandemic rebound of key
industries—particularly tourism and fisheries—highlights the country’s adaptive
capacity and economic stability, and further exemplifies the tenacity and
determination of the Seychellois people.

The 2025 VNR is guided by the National Development Strategy (NDS) 2024 —
2028 and aligns with all 17 SDGs through six national priority areas. It provides a
timely opportunity to reflect on achievements, identify gaps, and realign
implementation strategies for deeper impact.

Data-driven development remains central to national planning. Seychelles
continues to strengthen data systems for SDG monitoring, leveraging digital
technologies to improve data collection, policymaking, and service delivery. A multi-
stakeholder approach ensures inclusivity and accountability in development
processes.

Effective governance, transparency, and accountability are central to the
VNR process. At the highest level, the Constitution of the Republic of Seychelles
underpins sustainable development, human rights, and environmental preservation,
creating a strong foundation for SDG implementation. To date, Seychelles leads
Africa in the Mo Ibrahim Index and ranks 18th globally in the 2024 Corruption
Perceptions Index.

Economic diversification and innovation are key to long-term resilience. The
Blue Economy continues to support sustainable growth and job creation. Beyond
tourism, Seychelles is promoting cultural and community-based tourism, and
deepening reforms in financial services. The digital economy is gaining momentum,
enabling e-governance, entrepreneurship, and inclusive access to services—
particularly in education, health, and social protection.

Human capital development remains a national priority. Seychelles has
achieved significant progress in Universal Health Coverage, with a national index
score of 0.82 in 2023. The country is also strengthening maternal and child health and
improving its public health preparedness.
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Education is central to national development. Efforts to improve learning
outcomes include investments in early childhood education, technical and vocational
training, and the integration of digital tools and platforms to enhance accessibility
and quality. Education reform is aligned with the needs of a modern, skills-based
economy.

Seychelles’ Social protection systems are being strengthened to reduce
inequality and better support and empower vulnerable populations. The government
is digitizing service delivery and improving the targeting of support to youth, persons
with disabilities, older persons, and low-income households. Cross-sectoral
coordination ensures that social protection complements education and health efforts
for a more holistic approach to inclusion.

Environmental sustainability and climate resilience are deeply embedded in
Seychelles’ development model. The country is scaling up renewable energy through
its first Integrated Resource Plan and leveraging international finance through
mechanisms like the IMF’s Resilience and Sustainability Facility, and a forthcoming
Disaster Risk Financing Strategy.

The VNR process in Seychelles is inclusive and participatory, engaging
government, civil society, the private sector, and development partners. Case studies
in Seychelles’ 2025 VNR highlight local innovation and community resilience, and
showcase best practices in SDG implementation. The VNR process serves as a crucial
call to action as we approach the final years of the SDG implementation period
leading up to 2030.

As Seychelles progresses socio-economically, the need to strike a balance
between wealth creation, sustainability, and citizen-driven growth becomes
increasingly vital. As a Small Island Developing State (SIDS) navigating the
complexities of a globalized world, Seychelles is committed to advancing sustainable
development, capitalizing on its strengths while remaining acutely aware of its
distinctive challenges. The nation is fully dedicated to a people-centered, digitally
enabled, and inclusive approach to development, ensuring that no one is left behind.

[Original: English]

Sudan has made some progress in SDGs. Maternal and infant mortality rates
declined. completion rate for primary education, preschool learning, vaccination,
water and electricity supply, and IT coverage, increased. Main legislations to
empower women reformed. Girls have achieved parity in general education
enrollment. Forests conservation efforts were boosted.

Significant challenges to progress in SDGs remain, and plans were formulated
to address them. However, at the time when Sudan was implementing them, the Rapid
Support militia, initiated in 15th of April 2023 a large-scale offensive.

The aggression unleashed a level of destruction unparalleled in Sudan’s history.
It has displaced a staggering 30 percent of the population. Agriculture schemes
attacked, resulting in food insecurity. Over 86 percent of the factories in Khartoum,
the main industrial hub, were destroyed markets were burned to the ground, 49
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percent of the bank’s branches were damaged and looted. Over 30 percent of the
hospitals were damaged, medical equipment and stocks of medicines, cold chains
including lifesaving vaccination, were vandalized. The country was exposed to
disease outbreaks, including, cholera, malaria, and dengue. Schools were closed; the
conflict has deprived over 90 percent of the school-age children of schooling. The
water and electricity facilities were damaged by drone’s attacks. All museums and
historical sites were destroyed. The economic growth contracted by an average of 22
percent in 2023-2024 and unemployment surpassed 45 percent, more than twice the
pre-conflict level.

The scarring effects of the conflict has derailed the hard-won progress in SDGs.
All SDGs were pushed back. The government is firmly committed to accelerate
efforts to put them back on track. Testimony to that are the emergency measures
adopted by the government, supported by humanitarian aid and grass root
organizations to improve resilience and improve progress in SDGs during the conflict.
The collapse of revenues by 80 percent was averted, fiscal control was gradually
regained, and urgent public expenditures were met. Banks started to function. The
electronic transfer systems restored, and Bank of Sudan successfully changed the
currency to curb inflation and currency counterfeiting. Food security situation
improved, as agricultural inputs were secured, and grain production for 2024/2025,
exceeded Sudan's annual food requirements. Schools were re-opened in many parts
of the country. The gap in lifesaving and essential drugs was closed, vaccines were
provided, hospitals were opened, capacity to combat epidemics was enhanced leading
to reduction of main diseases to a reasonable level. Access to electricity and water
improved. The grassroot organizations: Takaya and Emergency Response Rooms,
supporting vulnerable groups in war zones, represented a lifeline for thousands of
Sudanese.

Sudan has prepared a study to assess the destruction caused by the war and
presented a vision for post-conflict early recovery, reconstruction. SDGs were
mainstreamed into the vision. Given the level of destruction, the needs for recovery
and reconstruction, to put SDGs back on the right path, are enormous.

Sudan will deal with a complex financing situation to implement its vision
Raising revenues has been a formidable challenge prior to the conflict, exacerbated
by the massive destruction to the economic base. Sudan is also deprived of access to
external concessional borrowing because of external debt. Moreover, donors
suspended their development aid to Sudan.

Sudan will improve PFM to mobilize domestic revenues and will create
conducive environment for the private sector to unlock more resources. Investment
and PPP laws are already reformed. However, the reconstruction burden, is too great
for Sudan to shoulder alone and requires a significant flow of external assistance
along with a HIPCs debt relief to meet reconstruction needs and accelerate SDGs
implementation.

[Original: English]
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Building on the 2022 Voluntary National Review (VNR), the Government of
Suriname has sustained its forward momentum toward realization of the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Despite ongoing challenges,
notable progress has been achieved across multiple sectors, laying a solid groundwork
for continued advancement and long-term development impact.

The establishment of the National SDG Committee and the SDG Platform has
significantly contributed to national awareness and oversight of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). The Committee plays an important role in monitoring
the implementation of SDG-related policy priorities embedded in the Multi-Annual
Development Plan 2022-2026, thereby supporting the development of Suriname’s
second Voluntary National Review (VNR).

The SDG Platform has been established to promote public awareness, dialogue,
advocacy, and structured monitoring of SDG progress, in particular from the
perspective of the MGoS.

The SDG Youth Ambassadors Programme further enhances youth engagement
in national implementation efforts.

Economic recovery remains a critical priority for the Government of Suriname.
Inflation, which previously peaked at 66%, has been significantly reduced to
approximately 11% through a combination of fiscal consolidation, debt restructuring,
and policy measures under the IMF-supported program. These interventions have
strengthened macroeconomic stability and enhanced access to international markets
and investment. Social protection for vulnerable groups—such as children, the
elderly, and persons with disabilities—remains a key focus. Recognizing the need for
a more inclusive and sustainable recovery, the Government has drafted the National
Social Protection Strategy 2024-2030 to modernize and expand the social safety
net.

Although the health sector has faced significant pressures, the Government is
making ongoing efforts to improve healthcare infrastructure, invest in human
resources, and expand access to essential services. The Government focusses on
tackling non-communicable diseases, enhancing maternal and newborn care, and
advancing sexual and reproductive health. The Government remains committed to
strengthening the healthcare workforce and public health systems through targeted
investments and capacity building.

Education remains a key focus for national development and reform. Despite
challenges like limited funding, infrastructure gaps and brain drain, the Government
is committed to improving access to quality education, especially in rural areas and
under-served communities. Strategic partnerships and technology are being leveraged
to enhance curriculum, improve teacher training, address systemic gaps and prepare
youth for future economic opportunities, such as the anticipated development in the
oil and gas industry in Suriname. The National Education Policy 2024-2031 will
guide these efforts.

Reaching environmental sustainability is a nationwide goal. The establishment
of the National Environment Authority and investments in biodiversity systems have
strengthened climate policy coordination. Community-led mangrove restoration, the
launch of the Communities Climate Adaptation Facility, and mercury-free mining
initiatives support environmental resilience. Through the Green Development
Strategy, Suriname reinforces its commitment to sustainable resource management
and maintaining its COz-negative status.

Legislation on the collective rights of Indigenous and Tribal Peoples is one of
the main priorities for the Government, and the Government is committed to
continuing the dialogue until we reach an agreement which ensures the rights of ITPs.
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Employment and opportunities for youth have been supported through technical
and vocational education, but also with access to credits and loans for small and
medium entrepreneurs.

Despite the efforts and accomplishments of the Government, significant
challenges remain—particularly in securing adequate financing and human resources,
strengthening institutional capacity, and improving data availability. The Government
will continue its efforts to localize the Goals through targeted multimedia campaigns.
The Government of Suriname reaffirms its commitment to the 2030 Agenda and
recognizes the urgent need to bolster institutional frameworks for integrated policy
formulation, effective implementation, and robust monitoring and evaluation.

[Original: English]

Thailand’s 3rd Voluntary National Review (VNR) seeks to examine overall
progress and challenges in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development over the past decade as well as present recommendations from various
stakeholders, including the private sector, academia, youth and the UN in Thailand,
on how Thailand can accelerate our efforts in the next 5 years. This VNR builds on
our 2017 VNR, which highlighted Thailand’s application of the Sufficiency Economy
Philosophy (SEP) as our locally-driven approach to support the attainment of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and our 2021 VNR, which focused on
promoting recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.

SDGs Implementation

SDGs Implementation in Thailand is driven by the National Committee for
Sustainable Development chaired by the Prime Minister and guided by Thailand’s
SDG Roadmap. The 2030 Agenda is also mainstreamed into the 20-Year National
Strategy (2018-2037) and the National Economic and Social Development Plans
(NESDP). The 13th NESDP (2023-2027) strives for Thailand to become a developed
country by strategies based on the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, resiliency,
SDGs, and the Bio-Circular-Green Economy Model (BCG Model).

SDGs localization remains a priority, with the Ministry of Interior and local
authorities taking the lead. Two Voluntary Local Reviews have been conducted in
Thailand, by the Nakhon Si Thammarat City and Udon Thani City Municipalities,
with a third VLR by the Koh Samui City Municipality in progress.

Progress towards the SDGs

In February 2025, Thailand launched the SDGs Dashboard as an online
platform designed to centralize SDGs-related data and provide public access.

As of 21 April 2025, Thailand has data for 236 out of 248 SDG indicators,
covering both global and national metrics. Among them, 170 indicators have defined
targets set for achievement by 2030. A preliminary assessment, comparing the most
recent data with baseline figures from 2015, indicates that SDG14 has the highest
proportion of indicators on track. Conversely, SDG2 and SDG15 are facing the most
significant implementation challenges. It is important to note that this analysis
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excludes indicators with missing data; the results may be subject to change as more
data becomes available.

On leaving no one behind, the ESCAP LNOB Tool analyzed 20 SDG proxy
indicators using 3 publicly available surveys to identify those left furthest behind.
Between 2012 and 2022, data shows that Thailand made significant progress in
enhancing opportunities across the country where 11 out of 20 indicators analyzed
are either universally accessed or nearly universal such as target 3.8.1 on universal
health coverage, while slightly wider gaps remain in areas such as secondary
education completion.

Key Challenges

e Notwithstanding Thailand’s overall progress on SDGs, inequality of access to
basic services and economic resources remain, especially for vulnerable
populations.

e Projected to become a super-aged society by 2031, this demographic shift causes
change in developmental and societal needs in Thailand.

e Climate change and environmental degradation continue to pose challenges
to Thailand’s development and people’s well-being.

e New technologies, including artifical intellegence, present risks as well as
opportunities for present and future generations.

Key Recommendations
Thailand should:

e continue to improve SDGs data capacity to measure progress, including setting
nationally-appropriate targets for achievement and building capacity to collect
disaggregated data;

e increase and better utilize data and science, innovation and technology (STI) in
policy-making including foresight planning, driven by the development needs of
local communities;

e build a financing framework for SDGs which identifies financing gaps as well
as available sources of finance;

e strengthen localization efforts by empowering local authorities and communities
for development to be sustainable and truly demand-driven; and

e strengthen the engagement of all stakeholders, particularly the private sector
and youth, in SDGs implementation through inclusive and collaborative
approaches.
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