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RIVER LAW IN JAPAN
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• One River, One 
Plan, One 
Management

• Implementation 
Plan Formulation 
by hearing opinions 
from governors and 
experts

Implementation Plan Formulation by 
hearing opinions from governors, local 
experts and residents



RIVER POLICY IN JAPAN AND SDGs
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BASIC POLICY OF RIVER LAW
IN JAPAN

Since 1997

SDGs

IWRM

https://www.sdg6data.org/maps

6.5.1 Degree of integrated water resources management implementation (0-100)

•Enabling environment
•Institutions and participation
•Management instruments
•Financing

94
(Japan)

https://www.stockholmresilience.org/
Source: Stockholm Resilience Centre, Stockholm University

Source: UN Water

https://www.sdg6data.org/maps
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/


COMPREHENSIVE RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT
WITH MULTI−STAKEHOLDER PARTNERSHIPS
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MULTI-STAKEHOLDER PARTNERSHIPS

CATCHMENT AREA

FLOOD PLAIN

BASIC POLICY OF RIVER LAW

River Manager
Local governments
Municipalities
Sewage managers
Water Users
Farmers
Private enterprises
Transportation managers
Residents etc.



ALL SDGs ARE INTERRELATED
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Source : The image is made based on a book written by Dr.Tetsuo Suwa, 
faculty of Education, Gakushuin Univ.
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Comprehensive 
River Basin 
Management
(IWRM)

Lifelong
learning for
Environment&
Disaster
prevention

Water-related Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR)

Reduce damage to agricultural products due to water-
related disasters

Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being with
water (Reduce the spread of COVID-19)

Integrated and
sustainable
human
settlement
planning

Reduce wastes release to water

Climate
Change
Adaptation/
Mitigation

Biodiversity

Ensure public access to hydrologic data

Reduce marine debris and
nutrient pollution

Participation and
collaboration of all
stakeholders in one
river basin

RIVER BASIN APPROACH TO ALL SDGs

Reduce cleaning activities after water-

related disasters

Eco tourism
Upstream-

downstream
balance

Reduce damage to energy facilities due to

water-related disasters

Build water-related

resilient infrastructure

Clean water for 
handwashing 
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Integrated Food Management Ecological network Local Economy
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Improving River Capacity
• Dredging, Cut off trees
• Heightening dikes

R
iver

Flood plain

１

Land use, Lifestyle change 
• Land use control (Designation 

of high flood risk zone)
• Housing relocation, creation of 

high ground for housings

Ecological netw
ork

Wetland creation
• Wetland in retarding basin
• Existing nature and farmland 

conservation

Improving ecological corridor function
• River restoration
• Cooperation with nature restoration 

project s

R
iver

Flood plain

Environmental conservation in high 
flood risk area
• Existing nature and farmland 

conservation
• Providing sites for ecotourism and 

environmental learning
• River restoration
• Wetland creation by dredging

・Wetland in retarding basin

Securing and improving water 
retention and storage functions 
• Retarding basin, Kasumi-tei

(traditional flood control method)
• Improving flood control capacity of 

existing dams

Existing nature and farmland conservation

Disaster 
Risk 

Reduction

Sustainable
and Resilient
City

Biodiversity

Climate 
Change

Mitigation

Lifelong Learning
for Environment&
Disaster
Prevention

Branding
Agricultural
Products

Sustainable
Eco tourism 

Business 

Participation and collaboration of
all stakeholders in one river basin
Multi-stakeholder partnership

Comprehensive River Basin
Management (IWRM)
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High ground
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River
Retarding
pond

High flood risk zone

River
terrace

Relocation

Farmland

Dike

Farmland

High groundHigh ground

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE  STRENGTENS CONTRIBUTION TO SDGs

Climate 
Change

Adaptation


