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Data challenges for local authorities
• Data in different departments of the local administration

• Lack of adequate financial resources

• Lack of capacity or trained staff

• Balance comparable data and data describing specific local situations

• Priviledge available data or the creation of new data 



"Only what gets measured gets done"
Ursula Von Der Leyen

President of the European Commission



An inspirational framework for

• City officials

• Researchers

• Professionals

To prepare the data backbone of the VLRs
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71 INDICATORS
T Y P E  O F  I N D I C A T O R S

45 official
26 experimental

A L I G N M E N T

6 indicators match both the EU set and 
the UN Global Framework
4 indicators match the UN’s Global 
Indicator Framework
10 indicators match the EU SDGs 
Indicator Set 2019



M A I N  S O U R C E S

11 indicators from the JRC
10 indicators from Eurostat
3 indicators from OECD
3 indicators from EEA
2 indicators from DG REGIO

71 INDICATORS

O T H E R  S O U R C E S

National Statistical Systems (NSS), 
Local administrations, NGOs, 
Universities







A selection of indicators from the 
European Handbook 















• Defining priorities

• Identifying data gaps 

• Integrating official data with non-traditional 
sources

• Disaggregating data 

• Considering trends and distance to targets

• Creating partnerships with universities, research 
centres, associations and institutions

Improve the SDGs local monitoring



Knowledge Centre for Territorial Policies

https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/territorial_en

Urban Data Platform +

http://urban.jrc.ec.europa.eu

The JRC will continue supporting and 
fostering the knowledge on territories

• Identification of new 
indicators and data

• Data production

• Scientific support

• Making knowledge available 
in a user-friendly format

https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/territorial_en
http://urban.jrc.ec.europa.eu/


Thank you
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