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The United Nations Decade of Action asks communities around the world to work together to accelerate progress towards
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs) . Achieving the 2030
Agenda's Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030 will help reduce the risk of violence in children's lives and provide effective
responses for child victims. But we must also recognize that if we do not adequately address the SDG targets related to violence
against children, progress across the whole 2030 Agenda will be hindered. 

During its formulation, children themselves called for the 2030 Agenda to explicitly incorporate freedom from violence. They
highlighted that violence cuts across many development goals but in addition it needed to be envisioned as a standalone priority.

In including SDG target 16.2 (“end abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence and torture against children”), the 2030
Agenda for the first time placed the dignity of children and their right to live free from violence and from fear as a priority on the
international development agenda. The 2030 Agenda and the SDGs are a unique opportunity for the realization of the right of every
child to live free from fear and violence as enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The launch of the Decade of Action in 2020 takes place as the United Nations celebrates its 75th Anniversary under the theme of
renewing multilateralism, but also as the world faces grave new challenges, including climate change, growing inequality and the
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The international community must ensure that children are at the front and center of the Decade of
Action and are mobilized as active participants in accelerating action.  

Achieving the SDGs, especially those related to education and health, gender equality and violence against women, child labor, poverty
eradication, access to justice and accountable and inclusive institutions will help reduce the risk of violence in children's lives and
provide effective responses for child victims . 

The adoption of SDG target 16.2 by the United Nations was an historic breakthrough: the international community must now act to
transform this momentum into an unstoppable movement to end all forms of violence against children.

Here you will find more information about violence against children in the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs, including key issues, reports
and links to relevant sites.

Accelerating implementation of SDG Target 16.2 and other related SDGs

 Welcome to the United Nations (http://www.un.org/en)

https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/decade-of-action/
https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2030_agenda/vnr_doc_final_copy.png
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
http://www.un.org/en


11/18/21, 11:38 AM Decade of action to end violence against children | UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Ch…

https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/content/2030-childrens-rights-agenda 2/5

(https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2020/vnr_doc_final.pdf)The SRSG´s office prepared
a  briefing note  (https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2020/vnr_doc_final.pdf)  to
support United Nations Member States as they prepare their Voluntary National Review (VNR), to highlight the close linkages between
the SDGs and ending violence against children. It encourages Member States to use their VNR to report on promising practices and
initiatives showing that violence against children is preventable when there is political will and commitment. 

An important purpose of the VNR process is to engage the whole of society in reviewing progress towards reaching the SDG targets.
Children should be active participants and their voices must be reflected both in the process and outcome of the VNR. Children's
protection, education, health and other aspects of their wellbeing should be an integral part of every VNR report, paying close attention
to ensuring no child is left behind, especially the most vulnerable.

Arabic  (/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2020/vnr_lab/20-00200_violence-against-children_final.pdf)  | English 
(/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2021/sdgs/vnr_doc_final_english.pdf)  | French 
(/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2021/sdgs/vnr_briefing_note_french.pdf) | Spanish 
(/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2021/sdgs/nota_vnr_spanish.pdf)

 

 

(https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2020/vnr_briefs/vnr_brief.pdf)Following the
preparation and wide dissemination of the first briefing note 
(https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2020/vnr_doc_final.pdf)  prepared by the SRSG, the
office reviewed the VNRs presented at the High-level Political Forum in 2020, it was encouraging to see that Member States
increasingly recognize that ending violence against children is critical to making progress across the SDGs.

To further support Member States in the preparation of their upcoming VNR reports, the office of the SRSG prepared an additional 
document  (/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2020/vnr_briefs/vnr_brief.pdf) that provides an overview of the VNRs
presented as well as important reflections on the reports, including examples illustrating how Member States are incorporating ending
violence against children into their national development process

We hope all Member States will find this document helpful, particularly those which will be preparing Voluntary National Reviews in
2021 and start working on ways to share progress made towards ending all forms of violence against children.  

Arabic  (/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2030_agenda/vnr_analytical_review_arabic_0.pdf) | Chinese 
(/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2030_agenda/analytical_review_ch.pdf) | English 
(/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2021/sdgs/vnr_brief_analytical_review_english.pdf) | French 
(/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2030_agenda/vnr_analytical_review_fr.pdf) | Russian 
(/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2030_agenda/vnr_analytical_review_russian.pdf)| Spanish 
(/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2030_agenda/vnr_analytical_review_sp.pdf)

 

VNR LAB: HLPF 2020 => Developing a child sensitive and child inclusive SDG Voluntary National Review
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(/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2020/vnr_lab/photo_sdgs.jpeg)Governments across all regions are using the SDG targets
related to children to spur accelerated action towards ending poverty, ensuring healthy lives, increasing
access to quality education, achieving gender equality, promoting child participation, and eliminating all
forms of violence. 

In July 2020, the Office of the Special Representative and UNICEF co-organized a VNR Lab at the High-level
Political Forum, to encourage Governments to report on the SDG targets related to children in their VNRs
and share examples of actions taken.

The Lab highlighted how inclusive and participatory VNR processes can help ensure that children's
wellbeing and protection is placed at the center of national development planning and accelerate progress
towards reaching the SDGs.

The Lab also drew attention to the need to maintain national budgets for the health, education and protection of children from
violence, even in the face of the global economic crisis created by the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Concept note 
(/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2020/vnr_lab/vnr_lab_at_hlpf_2020_on_children.pdf)  | Summary of the VNR Lab 
(/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2020/vnr_lab/hlpf_vnr_lab_summary_15_july_2020.pdf)

VNR LAB: HLPF 2021 => Investing in children: developing a child-sensitive SDG voluntary national review for an inclusive and sustainable
recovery

(/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/images/2021/screen_shot_2021-06-10_at_17.11.14.png)During
the last year, the world has experienced unprecedented challenges from COVID-19 that have the potential to
reverse global gains towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Children's rights to protection,
health, good nutrition, and education have been compromised - diminishing their life chances and ability to
realize their potential. COVID-19 has exposed and exacerbated existing inequalities and fragilities. It has
changed the lives of everyone around the world putting an enormous pressure on national systems. COVID-
19 is both a global health and humanitarian crisis, and risks becoming a broader child rights' crisis.

The Lab will be an opportunity to hear how Governments have made their VNR process child-sensitive,
showing how they have tried to ensure children were prioritized in the national response to the COVID19
pandemic, the challenges they have faced and how they are planning to finance , preserve and enhance
services for children in the immediate recovery phase and beyond. It also aims at presenting evidence-based

perspectives on how public spending on strengthened social services for children is a sound long-term investment that is the
foundation for a sustainable recovery from the pandemic, and essential for accelerated progress towards reaching the SDGs and
implementing the 2030 Agenda. Concept note 
(https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2021/sdgs/vnr_lab_2021_draft_concept_note_3_june.pdf) 
| Registration: https://unicef.zoom.us/j/93066227759 (https://unicef.zoom.us/j/93066227759).

 

Keeping the promise: Ending Violence against Children by 2030 

"Four years after the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals and 30 years after the
adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, despite some progress, violence against
children remains hidden and undermines the achievement of the SDGs and the fully
implementation of the 2030 Agenda. We need to do more, to do it better and to do it faster to
ensure that no child is left behind. " SRSG Najat Maalla M'jid said as she launched   Keeping the
promise: ending violence against children by 2030 

(https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/keeping_the_promise.pdf)  during the High -level
Political Forum in 2019.

The report highlights that over 1 billion children around the world - half of the world's children - endure some form of violence;
three in every four children under the age of 5 experience aggressive discipline at the hands of caregivers; and almost one-third
of students have been bullied by their peers at least once in the past month.
 
The report gathers expert analysis from stakeholders who are committed to keeping the promise enshrined in the Convention
on the Rights of the Child, the most widely ratified human rights treaty in history: for every child to have a life free from violence.
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SRSG celebrates the historic global commitment to end violence against children

On Friday 25 September 2015, a global sustainable development agenda was unanimously adopted by the Member States of the
United Nations The 2030 Agenda includes for the first time a specific target (16.2) to end all forms of violence against children,
and ending the abuse , neglect and exploitation of children is mainstreamed across several other violence-related targets.

See More » (https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/news/global-agenda-2030-building-world-safer-children)

Key reports

The road to dignity by 2030: ending poverty, transforming all lives and protecting the planet. Synthesis report of the Secretary-
General on the post-2015 sustainable development agenda ( A / 69/700 (http://undocs.org/A/69/700) )   

The Sustainable Development Goals Report  2019  (https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/The-Sustainable-Development-
Goals-Report-2019.pdf)  2020  (https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-
2020.pdf) 2021  (https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2021/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2021.pdf)

Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals Report of the Secretary-General - 2021 
(https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/27610SG_SDG_Progress_report_2021.pdf)

Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals Report of the Secretary-General - 2020 

(https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26158Final_SG_SDG_Progress_Report_14052020.pdf)

Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals Report of the Secretary-General - 2019 
(https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/24978Report_of_the_SG_on_SDG_Progress_2019.pdf) Special
Edition

Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals Report of the Secretary-General - 2019 
(https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2019/secretary-general-sdg-report-2019--EN.pdf) Session

Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals Report of the Secretary-General - 2018 
(https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2018/secretary-general-sdg-report-2018--EN.pdf) Session

Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals Report of the Secretary-General - 2017 
(https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2017/secretary-general-sdg-report-2017--EN.pdf) Session

Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals Report of the Secretary-General - 2016 
(https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2016/secretary-general-sdg-report-2016--EN.pdf) Session

Report of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators. The three global indicators for target
16.2 are below and can be found on page 57 of the report  (http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/47th-
session/documents/2016-2-IAEG-SDGs-E.pdf):

- 16.2.1 Proportion of children aged 1-17 years who experienced any physical punishment and/or psychological aggression by
caregivers in the past month Donwload

-16.2.2 Number of victims of human trafficking per 100,000 population, by sex, age and form of exploitation

-16.2.3 Proportion of young women and men aged 18-29 years who experienced sexual violence by age 18

SRSG report Why Children's Protection from Violence should be at the Heart of the Post-2015 Development Agenda - A Review of
Consultations with Children on the Post-2015 Development Agenda Download 
(/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2030_agenda/post-2015_2016_web.pdf)

SRSG Viewpoints

The 2030 Agenda-implementation, follow up and review (https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/news/2030-agenda-
implementation-follow-and-review)

Global Agenda 2030 - Building a world that is safer for children (https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/news/global-agenda-2030-
building-world-safer-children-0)

Why ending violence against children is essential to sustainable development
(https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/why_ending_vac_is_essential_for_development_viewpoint)

Why it is crucial to place the protection of children from violence at the center of the global sustainable development agenda
(https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/why_crucial_to_place_protection_of_children_from_vac_in_post_2015_agenda_viewpoint)

Ending all forms of violence against children by 2030 - Council of Europe Contribution to the 2030 and the Sustainable
Development Goals  (/sites/violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/2030_agenda/sdg_leaflet.pdf.pdf)
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SDGs the world we want  (http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/SDGs-child-friendly.pdf)
 child-friendly publication   
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