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full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Tuesday, 5 July 2022

Tuesday, 5 July 2022, 9:00 AM-10:00 AM, General Assembly Hall
(Overflow room: Conference Room 4)

Opening

The theme for the 2022 United Nations high-level political forum on sustainable development (HLPF)
and ECOSOC is “Building back better from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while advancing the
full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”. '

With 2022, we have entered the third year of the COVID-19 pandemic, that has inflicted
unprecedented human suffering. With its combined social, economic and health impact, the pandemic
has outpaced any other major crisis in recent history. The 2022 HLPF will take stock of the impact of
COVID-19 and the other ongoing crises on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The forum will
provide political leadership, guidance and recommendations on how to advance the full
implementation of the 2030 Agenda during the Decade of Action and Delivery, as part of ensuring
sustainable, inclusive and resilient recovery from the pandemic, leaving no one behind.

The HLPF in 2022 will also conduct an in-depth review of Sustainable Development Goals 4 on quality
education, 5 on gender equality, 14 on life below water, 15 on life on land, and 17 on partnerships for
the Goals. The forum will take into account the different and particular impacts of the COVID-19

pandemic across all SDGs and the integrated, indivisible and interlinked nature of the Goals. It will also
launch preparations for the mid-term review of the SDGs and the 2023 SDG Summit

Provisional agenda and documentation (E/HLPF/2022/1)
Chair:

e H.E. Mr. Collen Vixen Kelapile, President of the Economic and Social Council
Opening remarks:

e H.E. Mr. Collen Vixen Kelapile, President of the Economic and Social Council
Keynote and remarks:

e Ms. Amina J. Mohammed, Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations (Main messages
from the Voluntary National Reviews)

! GA resolution 75/290 B
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e Mr. Nicholas Stern, Professor of Economics and Government and Chair of the Grantham
Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment at the London School of Economics,
United Kingdom

e H.E. Mr. Suriya Chindawongse, Vice President of Economic and Social Council (Messages from
ECOSOC and its subsidiary bodies?)

e Mr. Qu Dongyu, Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization

e Ms. Mari Pangestu, Managing Director of Development Policy and Partnerships, World Bank
Group

e Mr. Kailash Satyarthi, SDG Advocate, 2014 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, India

e Ms. Valentina Munoz Rabanal, SDG Advocate, youth feminist activist and digital rights
advocates, Chile

Messages and performance:

e K-pop girls’ group aespa

Tuesday, 5 July 2022, 10:00 AM-1:00 PM, General Assembly Hall
(Overflow room: Conference Room 4)
(Townhall meeting)
Building back better and advancing the SDGs
What has been the impact of COVID-19 on the SDGs? Are our recovery measures advancing the 2030
Agenda? What should we do differently? Are we leaving no one behind and addressing trade-offs? How can we

address the challenges of Middle-income Countries and Countries in Special Situation? What lessons have we
learned from the 2022 VNRs and other countries and stakeholders?

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused extensive suffering and death around the world. Beyond the many
millions who have lost loved ones to COVID-19, billions of people have had their lives, livelihoods,
education, physical and mental health disrupted. Large-scale economic disruption has increased the
poverty, hunger and economic vulnerability of hundreds of millions of people.

The pandemic has set back progress towards many SDGs almost everywhere and slowed
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development. At the same time, historic progress
was made in some areas such as use of ICT for public services. The 2021 UN Climate Change Conference
(COP26) also made major advances with the adoption of the Glasgow Climate Pact. Today’s global
challenges, such as climate change, the COVID-19 pandemic and the major food, energy and financial
crises triggered by the war in Ukraine, along with the deteriorating humanitarian situation, require
extraordinary efforts to address the major risks we are facing, with 1.2 billion people living how to
make up lost ground and accelerate progress. To some degree, extraordinary measures have been

2 Summary by the President of the Economic and Social Council: ECOSOC Partnership Forum and ECOSOC Coordination
Segment (2-4 February

2022): https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2022doc/SUMMARY %20Coordination%20Segm
ent%20and%?20Partnership%20Forum.pdf
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taken by governments in the wake of the pandemic to cushion the impact on the poor and vulnerable
populations. Yet, inequalities across countries translate into wide discrepancies in the affordability of
emergency health, social protection and economic measures. Moreover, for while addressing risks and
shocks, we must also reflect on complex geopolitical situation has further contributed to food
insecurity, fuel shortages, spiking inflation and refugee crisis. Countries differ widely in their ability to
cushion employment and income shocks through stimulus packages, social protection measures.
Inequalities in access to financial resources and the vaccine have hindered the recovery of many.
Moreover, many developing countries, the loss of vital sources of foreign exchange — due for example
to the near total shutdown of international tourism and travel for many months — has contributed to
debt distress and the need for debt relief.

This session at the HLPF in the format of a townhall meeting. This means that the first speakers have
been identified but any other participant can then intervene from the floor. The townhall will take
stock of where countries and the international community are with regard to implementation of the
2030 Agenda, considering the serious systemic and emerging challenges and setbacks caused by
COVID-19, the impacts of the war in Ukraine, the deteriorating humanitarian situation and the risk of
a decrease in resources dedicated to development. it will also identify opportunities for “building back
better”. In this regard, it will focus on deep structural shifts to make economies more socially equitable
and environmentally sustainable. It will look at whether the measures that are being put in place are
really advancing the 2030 Agenda, implementing the structural changes it requires, and addressing
synergies and trade-offs across the SDGs, while leaving no one behind. It will consider whether these
measures take into account the disproportionate impact of the pandemic on vulnerable populations.
This session will also address countries at various levels of development identifying impact, but also
actions that need to be taken to address the impacts of the food, energy and financial crises and to
advance towards a sustainable recovery in countries in special situations and looking at special
challenges of middle-income countries.

Proposed guiding questions:

e With less than eight years to achieve the SDGs, how can recovery from the pandemic be used
to accelerate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the
achievement of the SDGs? What lessons learned and opportunities exist to galvanize the
political commitment to make the structural reforms we need, and mobilize the financial
resources required for a sustainable recovery that advances the SDGs?

e How can we limit the negative impacts of the on-going food, energy and financial crises on the
SDGs? How can we keep momentum on development while addressing humanitarian needs?

e How can synergies be best maximized, and trade-offs minimized to advance accelerated
actions to achieve the SDGs, step up climate action and leave no one behind?

e Are the emergency social protection and health measures implemented in response to COVID-
19 leading to durably strengthening social protection and health systems? Are resources for
recovery invested in an environmentally friendly, climate neutral way? How can we ensure
that recovery measures are gender-responsive?

e How can we address the food security situation, including by building on the outcomes of the
Secretary-General’s Food System Summit?

e What targeted measures need to be undertaken for countries in special situations to ensure
that policies and strategies are advancing the implementation of the SDGs? How can we
address the challenges faced by middle-income countries?
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e What policies, measures and innovations have emerged during the pandemic that hold
promise for inclusive and sustainable recovery and how can they be scaled up?

Chair:
e Vice President of ECOSOC (Thailand)
Presentation:

e Mr. Liu Zhenmin, Under-Secretary-General of Economic and Social Affairs of the United
Nations, presentation of the report of the Secretary-General on the progress towards the
Sustainable Development Goals (E/2022/553)

Followed by a townhall style meeting

(The speaking order in the meeting is thought of as to stimulate an interactive conversation rather
than following protocol.)

Moderator:
e Mr. Nikhil Seth, Executive Director of UNITAR
Lead speakers:

e H.E. Ms. Marta Lucia Ramirez, Vice-President and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia

e Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and Pacific

e Ms. Linda Yueh, Fellow in Economics, St Edmund Hall, University of Oxford, Adjunct
Professor of Economics, London Business School, and Visiting Professor, IDEAS, London
School of Economics and Political Science, United Kingdom

e Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health Organization

e H.E. Ms. Li Andersson, Minister for Education of Finland

e H.E. Mr. Anar Karimov, Deputy Minister of Labour and Social Protection of Population of
Azerbaijan

e Dr. Natalia Kanem, Executive Director of the United Nations Population Fund

e Mr. J. Jaime Miranda, Co-chair of the Independent Group of Scientists for 2023 Global
Sustainable Development Report, Research Professor at the School of Medicine and Director
of the CRONICAS Center of Excellence in Chronic Diseases, Universidad Peruana Cayetano
Heredia, Peru

e H.E. Ms. Hala ElI-Said, Minister of Planning and Economic Development of Egypt

e Mr. Anténio Vitorino, Director General of the International Organization for Migration

e Ms. Najat Maalla M'jid, Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against
Children

3 https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N22/335/13/PDF/N2233513.pdf?OpenElement
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e Mr. George Gyan-Baffour, Chairman of the Government Planning Commission and Senior
Policy Advisor to the Minister of Finance of Ghana

e Ms. Vera Katalini¢ Jankovi¢, Special adviser of the Croatian Minister of Health for the Public
Health and One Health Approach, Croatia

e Ms. Lynrose Jane D. Genon, Member of the Executive Council of Young Women + Leaders for
Peace, Philippines

e Mr. Ambuj Sagar, Member of the Independent Group of Scientists for 2023 Global
Sustainable Development Report, Vipula and Mahesh Chaturvedi Professor of Policy Studies
and founding Head of the School of Public Policy at the Indian Institute of Technology, India

e Gabriela Zavaleta Vera, Political Advocacy Coordinator, Mas Igualdad Peru (MGoG)

e Mr. Seth Berkley, CEO of GAVI Alliance

Interventions of other Ministers and participants (3 minutes each)
Messages and performance:

e Mr. Vieux Farka Touré, Malian singer and guitarist

Tuesday, 5 July 2022, 3:00 PM-6:00 PM, Conference Room 4
SDGs in focus:
SDG 17 and interlinkages with other SDGs

3:00 PM-4:30 PM, Conference Room 4
(Panel)
Financing a robust crisis response and investing in the SDGs

What did ECOSOC Financing for Development Forum call for and how can we follow-up on its
recommendations?

The global economy is facing multiple interlinked crises that are putting the achievement of the SDGs
at risk. The protracted COVID-19 pandemic, the growing climate crisis and the spillover effects from
the war in Ukraine have reversed hard-won development gains and put immense pressure on already
limited fiscal space in developing countries. The burden is even more acute for countries with high
levels of debt. In this difficult context, the international community must simultaneously strengthen
its emergency response and tackle structural issues to scale up of investments in the SDGs.

The 2022 ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development (FFD) made key advances to address these
issues. The Forum featured clear calls to support those who are at greatest risk of being left behind by
fulfilling official development assistance (ODA) commitments, increasing grant and highly concessional
financing mechanisms, boosting domestic resource mobilization and international tax cooperation and
expanding climate finance. The Forum’s outcome document, which was adopted by consensus, made
important strides in advancing commitments on social protection, concessional and grant finance, debt
treatments and other key areas.
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This session will provide political leadership, guidance and recommendations to advance the gains of
the 2022 ECOSOC FFD Forum against the backdrop of interconnected crises.

Proposed guiding questions:

e |n the 2022 ECOSOC FFD Forum outcome document, Member States committed to enhance
developing countries’ access to financing for crisis prevention and response. How has the
financing for development landscape changed as a result of the interlinked crises? What
innovative financing policies, tools and mechanisms can countries and the international
community adopt to address the immediate socio-economic impact of the crises in the most
vulnerable countries?

e Member States resolved to strengthen their social protection systems and to continue to scale-
up investments in climate action in the outcome of the 2022 ECOSOC FFD Forum. With limited
fiscal space, what tools and resources are available to low -and middle-income countries to
invest in job-rich growth, social protection and a sustainable and just transition to a net-zero
emissions future?

e To advance the 2022 ECOSOC FFD Forum'’s call to take concrete steps to incentivize and scale-
up long-term affordable private finance for investments that contribute to and align with the
SDGs and the Paris Agreement, what public policies and regulatory frameworks are needed?
What are the most urgent actions necessary to take this forward?

e Member States committed to enhance the sustainability and resilience of supply chains that
foster the sustainable integration of developing countries in the outcome of the 2022 ECOSOC
FFD Forum. How can developing countries leverage financing instruments (e.g., trade credit
and insurance) to support supply chain resilience and risk management?

Chair:
e Vice President of ECOSOC (Bulgaria)
Keynote address:

e Mr. Jeffrey Sachs, SDG Advocate, Director of Center for Sustainable Development at Columbia
University

Highlights:

e Ms. Vera Songwe, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
(on regional commonalities and differences)

e Highlights of the report of the Secretary-General on progress towards the SDGs — SDG 17 on
partnerships for the Goals
Ms. Yongyi Min, Statistics Division of UNDESA

Interactive panel discussion

Moderator:

e Mr. Homi Kharas, Senior Fellow in Global Economy and Development Center for Sustainable
Development, Brookings Institution
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Resource Persons:

e Mr. Lino Briguglio, Professor, Islands and Small States Institute of the University of Malta

e Ms. LeilaFourie, CEO of Johannesburg Stock Exchange, South Africa, and Co-Chair of the Global
Investors for Sustainable Development (GISD) Alliance

e Mr. Ulrich Volz, Professor of Economics and Director of the Centre for Sustainable Finance,
SOAS University of London, United Kingdom

Lead Discussants:

e Ms. Paola Simonetti, Director of the Equality Department, International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC)

e Mr. Adama Mariko, Secretary General of the Finance in Common Initiative and Deputy
Executive Director for Strategy, Partnerships and Communications at Agence Frangaise de
Développement

e Ms. Chenai Mukumba, Policy Research and Advocacy Manager, Tax Justice Network Africa
(MGoS)

Respondent:
e H.E. Ms. Matilda Ernkrans, Minister for International Development Cooperation of Sweden

Interventions of other Ministers and participants (3 minutes each)

Tuesday, 5 July 2022, 4:30 PM-5:30 PM, Conference Room 4
(Panel)
Mobilizing and sharing science, technology and innovation
for an SDG driven recovery

COVID-19 has shown the huge potential of science, technology and innovation (STI) for responding to
crises and realizing the SDGs. It also showed the impact of inequalities in the ability to access and use
STI. Building on the outcome and recommendations of the 7th ECOSOC Multi-stakeholder Forum on
Science, Technology, and Innovation for the Sustainable Development Goals (5-6 May 2022) and
considering the recommendations contained in the co-chairs” Summary of the STI Forum, this session
aims to further advance progress in gearing STl towards the SDGs and in maximizing benefits from the
Technology Facilitation Mechanism created by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and
other related UN processes.

The session will discuss the main challenges and opportunities for mobilizing STl and strengthening the
science-policy-society interface. Views, suggestions, and current achievements are expected to be
shared by practitioners, policymakers, and experts based on their most recent experiences and
research.
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Proposed guiding questions:

e What are examples/good practices of use of technologies and innovations during the COVID-
19 crisis to tackle inequalities affecting vulnerable groups, including by ensuring equal access
to quality healthcare, education, and finance? How can these be shared and scaled up?

e Proactive STl policy measures are needed to stimulate research efforts, focus investments, and
inspire coordination. How can countries’ science, technology and innovation (STI) roadmaps
or action plans contribute to a more cost-effective SDGs-focused STI development?

e From an STl perspective what are some of the key lessons learned on what worked and what
did not work to meet the targets related to SDG 4 on quality education, SDG 5 on gender
equality, SDG 14 on life below water, and SDG 15 on life on land? Taking into consideration the
strategies that did not work to meet the SDG targets, how could these barriers be overcome
in the near future?

e How can we further strengthen international cooperation on science, technology, and
innovation for an SDG driven recovery, building on the 2030 Agenda?

Chair:
e Vice President of ECOSOC (Bulgaria)
Keynote/Presentation:

e H.E. Mr. Sergiy Kyslytsya, Co-Chair of the 2022 STI Forum, Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of Ukraine to the United Nations

Interactive panel discussion

Moderator:

e H.E. Mr. Kennedy Gastorn, Co-Chair of the 2022 STI Forum, Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of Tanzania to the United Nations

Resource Persons:

e Ms. Quarraisha Abdool Karim, Associate Scientific Director of the Centre for AIDS Research
Programme in South Africa, and UNAIDS Special Ambassador for Adolescents and HIV

e Mr. Jiahua Pan, Member of the Independent Group of Scientists for the 2030 Global
Sustainable Development Report, Member of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Director
of the Institute of Eco-civilization Studies and Professor of Economics, Beijing University of
Technology, China

e Mr. Mario Cimoli, Acting Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Latin America and the Caribbean

e Mr. Lawrence Banks, Director General of the International Centre for Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology (ICGEB)




Annotated Programme 18 July 2022

.‘"ﬁ HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM
.“‘: ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Lead Discussants:
e Mr. Chris Sharrock, Vice President, UN Affairs and International Organizations at Microsoft
e Mr. Charles Mwangi Research, Education and Outreach Lead, Kenya Space Agency
e Ms. Violet Shivutse, Shibuye Community Health Workers and Huairou Commission, Kenya
(MGoG)

Respondents:

e H.E. Mr. Jitendr Singh, Minister of Science and Technology of India
e H.E. Mr. Cornel FERUTA, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania

Interventions of other Ministers and participants (3 minutes each)

Tuesday, 5 July 2022, 5:30 PM-6:00 PM, Conference Room 4
(Fireside Chat)

Capacity development and partnerships to maximize the benefits of science,
technology and knowledge for sustainable development

SDG17, on strengthening the means of implementation and revitalizing the global partnership for
sustainable development is the only Sustainable Development Goal that is reviewed annually by the
HLPF (A/RES/70/299).

This session will focus on two critical elements of SDG 17, namely capacity building, and multi-
stakeholder partnerships as key building blocks in an enhanced global partnership for sustainable
development.

Participants will reflect on capacity development to realize the SDGs, including in the area of science
and technology and evidence and knowledge-based policy and law making.

They will highlight lessons learned, challenges and emerging issues and explore ways to maximize
benefits of multistakeholder partnerships, and capacity building -- including through using science,
technology and innovation -- as the world is slowly emerging from the devastating effects of the Covid-
19 pandemic amidst a new global crisis in the area of food, energy and finance.

Proposed guiding questions:

e How has the Covid-19 pandemic affected global solidarity and capacity building activities in
areas related to sustainable development and the elaboration of related policies and
legislation?

¢ What type of capacity building and partnerships work best according to acquired experience
for mobilizing evidence, data, technologies and knowledge to realize the SDGs?

e How can multistakeholder partnerships be mobilized or re-energized towards achieving other
goals under review at the 2022 HLPF (on education, gender, life on land and life under water)
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and ensure developing countries’ access to science, technology, and innovation in a post-Covid
setting?
e How can the private sector be encouraged to increase its engagement in partnerships?

Chair:
e Vice President of ECOSOC (Bulgaria)
Fireside chat
Moderator:
e Ms. Jan Beagle, Director-General of the International Development Law Organization
Speakers:
e H.E. Mr. Rustam Karimjonov, Deputy Minister of Public Education of Uzbekistan
e Mr. Raymond Saner, Titular Professor at Economics Department of Basle University and on
environmental sciences at Lineburg University, Germany
e Mr. Patrick Wood Uribe, CEO of Util (A financial tech company that uses machine learning and
massive evidence to measure how companies contribute to the SDGs)
e Mr. Alexander Buck, Executive Director of the International Union of Forest Research

Organizations
e Ms Wezzie Chimwala, Voluntary Services Overseas (VSO) (MGoS)

Wednesday, 6 July 2022

Wednesday, 6 July 2022, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM, Conference Room 4
(Panel)

SDGs in focus:

SDG 4 and interlinkages with other SDGs - Quality education
How has COVID-19 impacted education and what are the lessons learned? What kind of responses
can support access to quality education and life-long learning for everyone? What are key issues for
the September 2022 Transforming Education Summit?

Access to quality education and lifelong learning is a means for escaping poverty and an enabler of
progress across the 2030 Agenda. Empowered learners can lead the way in achieving the SDGs and in
tackling the critical challenges of our time including the triple planetary crisis of climate change,
biodiversity loss and pollution; social unravelling due to mistrust, hate and violence; and pressures
against multilateralism and global citizenship. When SDG 4 was reviewed in 2019, the world was off
track to meet the education commitments by 2030. It was facing a learning crisis due to shortcomings

10
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in education quality, equity and inclusiveness particularly for girls, the poor and conflict-affected
populations. Then COVID-19 further disrupted learning and exacerbated educational inequalities
across the world. Temporary closure of schools impacted more than 91 per cent of students worldwide
with 1.6 billion children out of school including nearly 369 million children who rely on school meals
for daily nutrition.

This session will explore lessons learned during the COVID-19 crisis and how responses can be directed
toward the provision of quality education and lifelong learning for everyone. It will consider how
innovations in learning that emerged during the crisis, including through digital technologies, can boost
access and quality rather than exacerbate inequalities. This session will consider the co-benefits SDG 4
can have with other Goals and contribute an interlinked perspective to the Summit for Transforming
Education.

Proposed guiding questions:

e What are the major impacts of COVID-19 on education and lifelong learning that risk pushing
back progress towards SDG 4 and other SDGs?

e How can recovery from the pandemic be used to accelerate progress in education in ways that
contribute to all three pillars of sustainability — economic, social and environmental? Are there
strong examples of how education and training systems are supporting just transitions to green
economies?

e What innovations have emerged during the pandemic that hold promise for inclusive
education, including those that address challenges for girls, and how can they be scaled up?

e How should the education sector be transformed to better contribute to building aware and
engaged global citizens who can be change-makers? How can education contribute to building
trust in science and in institutions?

e What opportunities does the Transforming Education Summit offer for overcoming barriers to
accessing quality education and life-long learning for everyone? What are some policy changes
that can happen now, what actions could be taken over the next year, and what are some
longer-term commitments that need to be started now?

Chair:
e Vice President of ECOSOC (Bolivia)

Keynote addresses:

e Mr. Leonardo Garnier, Secretary-General’s Special Adviser for the Transforming Education
Summit

Highlights:

e Highlights of the report of the Secretary-General on progress towards the SDGs — SDG 4 on
Quality education:
Ms. Haoyi Chen, Statistics Division of UNDESA

Presentations on innovations on education featured in the Voluntary National Reviews:

11
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e Ms. Joy-Marie King, Director of International Trade, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International
Trade and Immigration, Antigua and Barbuda

e Ms. Natia Tsikaradze, Head of the Strategic Planning and Coordination Unit, Policy Planning
and Coordination Department, Administration of the Government of Georgia, National
Coordinator of Sustainable Development Goals

Interactive panel discussion

Moderator:

e Ms. Stefania Giannini, UNESCO Assistant Director-General for Education (Leading the
Secretariat for the Transforming Education Summit)

Resource Persons:

e Mr. Omar Abdi, UNICEF Deputy Executive Director for Programmes

e Ms. Sheam Satkuru, Executive Director of the International Tropical Timber Organization

e Mr. Charles North, Acting Chief Executive Officer of the Global Partnership for Education

e Ms. Susan Hopgood, President of Education International

e Ms. Doris Mwikali, SDG4 Youth Network representative to the SDG 4 Education 2030 High-
level Steering Committee Sherpa Group

Lead Discussants:

e Ms. Koumbou Boly Barry, Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education
e Ms. Victoria Huallpa Mamani, member of ATD Fourth World in El Alto, Bolivia
e Ms. Madeleine Zuniga, Vice President and founding member of Foro Educativo, Peru (MGoG)

Respondents:

e H.E. Mr. David Moinina Sengeh, Minister of Basic Education of Sierra Leone, and Co-chair of
the Advisory committee for Transforming Education Summit

e H.E. Ms Li Andersson, Minister for Education of Finland

e H.E. Ms. Sahondrarimalala Marie Michelle, Minister of Education of Madagascar

e H.E. Mr. José Mauricio Pineda, Minister of Education of El Salvador ad interim

e H.E. Mr. Ishikane Kimihiro, Permanent Representative of Japan to the United Nations, and
Chair of the Group of Friends for education

Interventions of other Ministers and participants (3 minutes each)

Wednesday, 6 July 2022, 12:00 PM -1:00 PM, Conference Room 4
(Panel)
Acting at local level
How can we bolster local action to achieve the SDGs and respond to COVID-19? What can we learn
from the increasing number of Voluntary Local Reviews and inform Voluntary National Reviews?

12
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Local action is required in order to build back better from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while
advancing the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Indeed, it is
estimated that at least 100 of the 169 SDG targets will not be reached without proper engagement and
co-ordination with local and regional governments. This has been recognized by Member States, which
have emphasized the critical role of local and regional governments in SDG implementation and
committed to empowering and supporting cities, local authorities and communities in pursuing the
2030 Agenda (4).

As part of their efforts to localize the 2030 Agenda, local and regional governments are increasingly
engaging in reviews of their SDG implementation, also called Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs). VLRs can
be a powerful accelerator of SDG implementation. They have the potential to contribute to the
collection and analysis of timely, accurate and disaggregated data at the local level; to bring all
stakeholders, including those in vulnerable situations, closer to decision-making processes that impact
their lives and livelihoods, including access to quality public goods and services. They can also
strengthen multilevel governance, foster local planning and inform the elaboration of Voluntary
National Reviews. VLRs also promote the adoption of local and regional approaches for the design and
implementation of policies that reflect local, regional, national and international contexts and respond,
as appropriate, to the specific needs of local communities and geographical areas and institutional
settings. VLRs represent a unique tool to foster the link between the SDGs and COVID-19 recovery
efforts while providing evidence for the design of COVID-19 recovery plans and priority interventions
both at local and national levels. The practice of carrying out VLRs is being taken up not only by capital
and large cities but also smaller cities, provinces, and districts, including in rural areas. Member States
are also increasingly benefitting from VLRs in their national level reviews. In 2021, they contributed to
the preparations of the VNRs of countries including Cabo Verde, Germany, Sweden, Norway, Denmark,
Malaysia, Mexico, Indonesia, Japan, Thailand, and Zimbabwe.

The Ministerial declaration of the 2021 high-level political forum on sustainable development noted
that the VLRs are a useful tool to show progress and foster exchange in local implementation of the
2030 Agenda and the SDGs. In his recent Report on Our Common Agenda, the Secretary-General
further stated that: “The role of parliaments, cities and other subnational authorities is particularly
being recognized in inclusive approaches, with, for example, Voluntary Local Reviews of Sustainable
Development Goal implementation providing a model on which to build. Cities, local authorities and
specifically VLRs are key actors and processes to advance sustainable development and inclusive
multilateralism”s. The present session will explore the important and growing role of VLRs in SDG
localization and provide an opportunity for the sharing of key lessons from processes to date.

Proposed guiding questions:
e What are some of the main challenges and bottlenecks for effective implementation of the

SDGs at local level? What type of capacity building and support is required to ensure that cities,
local authorities and communities are empowered and equipped to implement the SDGs?

4 A/RES/74/4, para. 27 (e).
3> UN Secretary General Report on Our Common Agenda https://www.un.org/en/content/common-agenda-report/

13
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Chair:

What innovative approaches have been taken to raise awareness on and demystify the SDGs
at local level?

How can the VLRs bolster local action to achieve the SDGs and respond to COVID19?

What can we learn from the increasing number of VLRs being carried out?

What positive examples exist in terms of VLR processes fostering participatory approaches to
SDG implementation and to leaving no one behind or gathering data relevant to the SDGs at
local level?

How do Voluntary Local Reviews and Voluntary national Review inform and strengthen each
other?

What positive examples exist of dialogue between the national and local levels in terms of SDG
implementation?

Vice President of ECOSOC (Bulgaria)

Interactive panel discussion

Moderator:

Ms. Lydia Capolicchio, Swedish journalist

Panellists/Resource Persons:

Mr. Mustafa Uzbas, Deputy Mayor of Konya Metropolitan Municipality, Tirkiye

Ms. Rose Keffas, Office of the Senior Special Assistant to the President on SDGs, Nigeria

Mr. Ville Taajamaa, focal point for SDG work in the City of Espoo, and Editor in Chief for Espoo
VLR2020, Finland

Lead Discussant:

Mr. Bruce Frankel, U.S. Liaison, Pass It On Network (MGoS)

Respondents:

Mr. Peter Danielsson, Mayor of Helsingborg, Sweden
Mr. Ashok Kuman Byanju, Mayor of Dhulikel, Nepal

Interventions of other Ministers and participants (3 minutes each)

Wednesday, 6 July 2022, 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM, Conference Room 4
(Panel)

African countries, Least Developed Countries
and Landlocked Developing Countries:

_Ensuring equal access to vaccines and resources in the poorest countries
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How far have we progressed in ensuring equitable access to vaccines and enabling LDCs, LLDCs and
African countries to sustainably recover from the pandemic? How can we address these countries’
needs for financial resources and other support? What new measures are needed to implement the

Doha Programme of Action for the LDCs?

As reducing global inequalities remains a prerequisite to build a better world post-COVID-19,
development partners and the United Nations must boost cooperation with African countries, Least
Developed Countries and Landlocked Developing Countries to ensure access to the resources these
countries need for COVID-19 response and recovery plans. This includes ensuring equal access to
vaccines, for all countries and populations. It also calls for increased targeted support to the
implementation of national strategies to achieve the SDGs and mobilization of adequate financial
resources.

This session will address a number of priority areas defined by these countries as essential to ensure
economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. Those include food security, access to the vaccine,
effective fiscal and debt management, financing for development, capacity building, trade, access to
digital technologies, investment in green economy initiatives, sustainable industry and infrastructure,
and the mobilization of domestic resources for climate resilience and sustainable food systems. In
doing so, measures that prioritize the needs of women and those of other disadvantaged social groups
will be considered to ensure concrete benefits to the population, while leaving no one behind.

The session will discuss solutions for addressing those priorities and reducing inequalities in all
dimensions, within and between countries; investing in sound institutions to ensure the resilience of
financial frameworks to future shocks; integrating national planning processes with national and
external financing strategies, including through integrated national financing frameworks; as well as
domestication of the SDGs and their alignment with national development plans. It will also reflect on
the Doha Programme of Action adopted in March 2022, and how best to support its implementation
as an integral part of the recovery from COVID-19 and the achievement of the 2030 Agenda.

Proposed guiding questions:

e What are the economic and social impacts of limited access to vaccines in LDCs, LLDCs and
African countries?

e How far have we progressed in ensuring equitable access to vaccines and enabling LDCs, LLDCs
and African countries to sustainably recover from the pandemic?

e What are the most appropriate national policy frameworks to reverse the negative impact of
the pandemic on the SDGs and engage in a sustainable and resilient development process?

e How can the international community best respond to these countries’ needs for financial
resources and other support?

e What new policy measures, means of implementation and support architecture are needed to
implement the Doha Programme of Action for the LDCs in a timely manner?

e What kind of partnerships do LDCs, LLDCs and African countries need to operationalize global
commitments?

Chair:

e Vice President of ECOSOC (Thailand)
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Interactive panel discussion

Moderator:

e H.E. Ms. Rabab Fatima, Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the United Nations, Co-
chair of LDC V Prepcom

Resource Persons:

e Mr. Taffere Tesfachew, Acting Managing Director of the UN Technology Bank for Least
Developed Countries, Member of the Committee on Development Policy (CDP)

e Ms. Preeti Sinha, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Capital Development Fund

e Mr. Farid Fezoua, Global Director for Health and Education, International Finance Corporation

e Mr. Mihir Kanade, Member for the Asia-Pacific region of the Expert Mechanism on the Right
to Development, Academic Director of the University for Peace (UPEACE), Head of
Department of International Law and Human Rights and Director of the UPEACE Human
Rights Centre

Lead Discussants:
e Ms. Ugoji Adanma Eze Esq, CEO and Founder of Engr. Aja Eze Foundation (on women and
children in conflict zones)

e Ms. Fatimé Zara HAROUN, Super Banats, Chad (a child-led programme to empower girls)
e Ms. Pamela Molina, Executive Director, World Federation of Deaf (MGoS)

Respondent:
e H.E. Ms Khumbize Kandodo Chiponda, Minister of Health of Malawi

Interventions of Ministers and participants (3 minutes each)

Thursday, 7 July 2022

Thursday, 8 July 2022, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM, Conference Room 4
(Panel)

SDGs in focus:
SDG 5 and interlinkages with other SDGs - Gender equality
What are the most promising strategies and actions today for overcoming gender inequality and

discrimination? How can the empowerment of women and girls accelerate SDG progress and recovery
from COVID-19?
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The last time SDG 5 — achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls — was reviewed at the
High-level Political Forum in 2017, there was evidence of some progress being made to advance gender
equality, including legal reforms, more girls in school, and fewer child marriages. The percentage of
women serving in parliament had increased. Nevertheless, the pace of change was not fast enough
and discriminatory laws, social norms, gender stereotypes and violence against women remained
pervasive, and women continued to be underrepresented at all levels of decision-making processes
and political leadership.

The socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 have added to this, disproportionately affecting women and
girls, and threatening to push back recent progress and further entrench persistent gender inequalities.
Disproportionate job and livelihoods losses, derailed education, increased burdens of unpaid care
work, and increased rates of gender-based violence are among the struggles women and girls have
faced with greater intensity since the onset of the pandemic. s During the pandemic women have been
more exposed, making up 70 per cent of health care workers, and more likely to leave the labour
market altogether. Negative impacts are compounded for women and girls who are marginalized
based on multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination based on race, ethnicity, age, income,
geography, disability, or other characteristics. Women migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers, as well
as forcibly displaced women living in humanitarian crises, are also at heightened risk.

Gender equality has critical interlinkages with all 17 SDGs. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development cannot be fully achieved unless gender inequality is addressed. As countries respond to
and recover from COVID-19, this requires addressing the root causes of gender discrimination through
promotion of gender-responsive laws, policies, institutions, programming, and budgeting across
sectors. As it stands, only about 40 percent of national-level policy measures are designed to respond
to gender-specific risks and challenges. This session will focus on concrete policies and actions that can
ensure an equitable recovery from COVID-19 that accounts for the needs of women are girls at all
levels of decision-making. It will also consider actions to advance gender equality and empower women
and girls in the context of advancing progress across the 2020 Agenda.

Proposed guiding questions:

e What is the current status of progress and trends on the SDG 5 indicators and gender equality
more broadly?

e How has the COVID-19 pandemic impacted progress on SDG 5, particularly considering groups
of women and girls facing multiple forms of discrimination?

e How can we redirect financing towards advancing the implementation of SDG 5, including
through gender-responsive budgeting, economic access, and international trade? How can
gender data help inform this transition?

e In building a gender-equitable recovery from COVID-19, what are some key barriers,
opportunities and promising practices in the areas of social protection, health systems,
reproductive rights, and economic opportunities, particularly as it pertains to employment
opportunities and the care burden?

6https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections/Library/Publications/2020/Gender-
equality-in-the-wake-of-COVID-19-en.pdf; see also https://data.unwomen.org/publications/whose-time-care-unpaid-care-
and-domestic-work-during-covid-19
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e Considering the interlinkages between SDG 5 and other SDGs, what are the main barriers and
opportunities for advancing gender equality in the areas of climate resilience, natural
resources, technology and infrastructure?

Chair:
e H.E. Mr. Collen Vixen Kelapile, President of the Economic and Social Council
Keynote addresses:

¢ Her Royal Highness Princess Dina Mired of Jordan, Global Advocate for cancer control and
Non-Communicable Diseases

e Dr. Denis Mukwege, Gynecologist and Human Rights Activist, 2018 Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate, DRC

Highlights:
e Highlights of the report of the Secretary-General on progress towards the SDGs — SDG 5 on

Gender equality
Mr. Paul Pacheco, Statistics Division of UNDESA

Interactive panel discussion

Moderator:

e Ms. Peggy Clark, CEO and President for the International Center for Research on Women
(ICRW)

Resource Persons:

e Dr. Denis Mukwege, Gynecologist and Human Rights Activist, 2018 Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate, DRC

e Ms. Rola Dashti, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia

e Ms. Margaret Greene, Senior Fellow of Promundo, United States

e Ms. Nadine Gasman, President of the National Women's Institute of Mexico

Lead Discussants:

e Mr. Victor Madrigal-Borloz, Chair of the Coordination Committee of the Special Procedures
on protection against violence and discrimination 