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In Africa, for instance, food security is more than just availability and access to
food. Food security has very sacred social and cultural linkages and implications to
land and Mother Earth. Pope Francis has recognized this in a very profound way in
his Encyclical — Laudato Si. We have a responsibility to ensure that our pursuit to
attain goals 2, 13 and 14 and other related goals do not put Mother Earth in
jeopardy.

For us in Together 2030, the focus of this theme underscores our proposal for
addressing inter-linkages between the goals and not tackling the goals in silos.
This calls for policy coherence at the national level with clear multi-sectorial
institutional arrangements for monitoring and review of policy performance and
impact

We also recommend food security approaches that builds on indigenous
knowledge and coping mechanisms of local farmers; especially focusing on family-
farming systems to ensure that rural farmers are not left behind. The spate of
land grabbing for large commercial agriculture and other purposes in the
extractive industry, is not compatible with sustainable agriculture. National
policies must support the interest of farmers at all times and have safe-guards for
nature’s endowments.
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