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SDG 6: Availability and Sustainable Management
of Water and Sanitation ForAll

• My presentation is focused on SDG 6
•Globally, there is alarming concern that freshwater resources
are Increasingly scarce. There are also abundant of
undrinlcable water(97.3% is ocean water) compared to
drinl(ab!e water

•This calls for urgent attention to give serious thinlcing &
actions collectively without furtner delay to ensure
availability & sustainable management of water and
sanitation for ail

• Freshwater is connected to Our Life, Our Health and Our
Well Being

HIGH LEVEL POUTICAL FORUIVI: IMPORTANTOPPOimJNnY FOR SIDS

COUNTRIESTO SHARE, LEARN &ACHANCE TO BEHEARD & SEEN

• SIDS • small nations highlyvulnerable to the Impacts of Olmate Change
and ecosystems degradation, compared to bigger mainland countries

• The Issue of freshwater resources In SIDS faces many of the problems
experienced in other developing countries such as Inadequate technical
and financial resources and capacities

•1 am thankful for the opportunity to participate & to share our
experiences BUT importantly to learn from each other in this global
high level deliberation

• SIDS smailness and remoteness for many countries Including Kiribati
often made us hardly heard and seen

• This opportunity also enhances the UNSDG's theme of 'No One Is To Be
Left Behind'
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KIRIBATI - A CONTINENT OF OCEAN

KIRIBATI-BACKGROUND
• Atoll nation of 33 low-lvi^S Islands(2m above sea level) dispersed

over 33 km' Total land area of Kiribati: 811 km'

•Country population Is 110,000: over S0% residing on the opltal
Island of South Tarawa

• South l^rawa; just over 15.76 km' in size 8 population density of
over 4,900 km'

• Highly vulnerableto the adverse impactsof ^obal dimate change
• Prolonged drought (aKecting the quality of the only source of

freshwater lens)
• Kiribati has been hit by the recent prolonged drought affecting the

quantity and quality of^e underground freshwater
• Sea levelrise/Seawater Inundation of the atolls

CURRENTStTUATION IN KIRIBATI
• Brackish Fresiiwater resources - the foundation of life on the atolls

• BUT our main and onlysource of underpound freshwater lens; provides very
limited supply of safe &drinkable water

• Example: Reticulated freshwater for use by South Tarawa residents • suppTted from
freihgroundwater reserves extracted from a totti of28cileries InBoniik) andBuoca;
the total sustainable yleCd from the groundwater lensesisonly2,D10mVdav

• Useof rainwatercatchments(rainwatertanb) issna not enoufb to augmentsupplies
fromthe retkulated sysleniInSouthTstawa, particularly duringdroughts

• Porous nature of atoll srilsmakeunderground water sources highly
vulnerable to wastes & pollution

• Climate change & climate variability- additional threats to freshwater
resources security throughout KiribaB

• Water & sanitation facilities are not sufficient
• National water policies &legis!atiansareln place but limited lo some extent
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ACHIEVEMENTS THAT ENHANCE 'Transformation
towardssustainable andre^ilentsocieties'

' VHttec and sanftatisq Imnmmoit pnjecti
Seebtr Prajea (ST9SP); XlKlWATSAN I& II,etc

• lb irrprova heirth of catnmunitlas on South ftiawa
leKamdtatton of the exbllng leweraga and salt water l
harwttliig mteniK 01. 24/7 piped water acoest In 3 allot
liiraM to addraa dioughtImpacts on water rasoureet

• IFADI>n4<ct-KOIFAWP-Hia»tlOutiirlsl<ftdFOodandWaiarPn4ect
• Ma^ coffliierants of the ptoied: L Pnvlslan of nlnwater haivoitina syitsms; a.

Promoting tinning titd consumptionof nutrttlout foods:
• Important contribution of this Prated: I enabled thesa conummWes to access to
d«n ddnUns water and nutritious tbod; ILa S9Kdccieaia InlUanhea and dnentcfv
for under5 year old children since 2015

• National effortstocontrolwastes and poOution
• Enforcement of the Enviranment amended Act 2007 (Poflution provision.

EnviionmentUccnilng Smtem)
• Klitbatl joined the Cleans sets campaign In 2017
• Constiuctian of communal nibUshcoUectian points on South Ikrawa

South 'hrawa Sanitation Improvemcflt

CHALLENGES

• Kiribati are faced with unique limitations and barriers (natural, environment,
economic, and soda!) to water management Some of these Include:

• Geography, fragmentation, and remoteness of the islands over the vast ocean
• Land tenure and land scardty - land owners encroaching on to water

reserve sites which are already being leased l>y Government

• Enabling environment Is limited In terms of policy and legislature & public
support

• Limited financial & technical resources and capacities to Implement and
enforce water policies and legislations

• Water related technolo^es (conservation, harvesting, and dissemination):
expensive, Inappropriate and not sustainable

• Environmental problems and Issues (e.g. increased wastes & pollution)
Including global climate change

Conclusion/Recommendation
• Wbter U essential for Bfeon earth for tiealth and well beliu

& devetepment. Water plays a vital role In achieving all tlie Sustainable I

• These hlghligiitthe impoitant nies of water govemsnce and water management which
MUSTat ail flmes, be established to meet the increasing demands for water usage

• Allstaiaeholdets must have the right mindset &effecUve enabling enviranment to allow
for availability & sustainable management of water and sanlution at the country levels

• The IMO Piqject in Kiribati- KOFWAPIs one success story In the outer islands whera
community ^rtldpation in harvesting and managing tiielr water supplies from the
water tanla

• Despite many Bmltatians, chailenget, and Issues that undermine ongolns efforts to
achieve avsUabillty & sustainabte management of freshwater resourees and sanitation,
KIRIBATI Is stn wonlng hani to achieve a sustainable and resilient sodety

• But we need all the help and as^tance we can get now. This Is prominent vrith the
global dlmate change piobiem that respects no national Jurtsdictlonsand boundaries

• WESTRONGLY BELIEVE IN Ot;R "KIRIBAn VISION IN 20 YEARS PLAN - XV20',a long term
plan that provide the hope and the future of our people and ourcountry
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Kam bati n rabwal

Thank you ail for your attention I
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