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Four years of  VNRs: what have we learned 
on implementing the SDGs?



The data revolution for sustainable development is here

• Today’s technology makes huge amounts of SDG data widely and easily 

accessible

• But data does not have much value in its raw state

• To support effective policy and decision making, what matters are the insights that 

people derive from it



VNRs provide a snapshot of progress in implementing the 2030 Agenda



Visualizing and exploring VNRs
http://SDGreports.org



Exploring and analyzing VNR reports and their interlinkages

• How often are SDGs referred to and linked to 

others in the same section?

• How strong is their connection?

• How does the focus various reports change over 

time? 

• What are the common themes across countries 

and regions?

• Finding relevant text sections that relate to one 

or more SDGs

• Searching for additional key words and themes



VNR analysis and visualization tools

• AI assisted text search

• Comparison of selected 

SDGs between VNRs over 

time

• Map showing countries that 

presented VNRs by year(s)



https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/storymap/


https://Country-Profiles.UNStatsHub.org/





http://unstats-undesa.opendata.arcgis.com/


Thank you.


