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Fiji Voluntary National Review Cover

Presenting the captivating cover for the Fiji Voluntary National Review Report
on SDGs. This thoughtfully designed composition embodies the essence of Fiji
while symbolizing the nation's commitment to sustainable development. At the
heart of the cover, a Fijian woman expertly weaves a traditional mat, symbolizing
the weaving and structuring of complex issues that interlinked the SDGs in order

to transform Fiji into a sustainable way of life, as well as the interconnectedness
of culture and progress.

Surrounded by a backdrop adorned with intricate traditional Fijian motifs, the
design reflects the nation’'s rich heritage and deep-rooted connection to its
natural surroundings. The vibrant colors and patterns evoke a sense of harmony,
underscoring Fiji's dedication to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) through a holistic and inclusive approach.

This cover serves as a visual representation of the Fiji Voluntary National Review,
providing readers with a glimpse into the report's comprehensive assessment of
the country’s progress in implementing the SDGs. It invites individuals to explore
the achievements, challenges, and future aspirations of Fiji as it works towards
sustainable development and a prosperous future for its people.

With its fusion of cultural symbolism and sustainable development ideals, the
cover captures the essence of the Fiji Voluntary National Review Report of SDGs,
encapsulating the nation’s commitment to embracing its cultural heritage while
actively contributing to the global sustainability agenda.
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It is my utmost pleasure to present Fiji's second Voluntary
National Review on the progress made in implementing the
2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals.

Against a backdrop of past turmoil and political uncertainties,
Fiji's new coalition Government is steadfast in its commitment
to building and strengthening partnerships in order to create a
sustainable future for the Fijian people. Our aim in producing
this successful VNR is to showcase Fiji's accomplishments,
shed light on the challenges we face, and outline our vision to
accelerate our efforts in implementing the Global Agenda 2030
and the Sustainable Development Goals.

We firmly believe that as a nation, we must stand united in
our conviction that the participation and cooperation of all
stakeholders are fundamental to achieving the global agenda.
Only through collective efforts can we build a safer and more
liveable future for everyone.

The People's Coalition Government is fully committed to
ensuring that this second VNR accurately reflects the status of
the SDGs in Fiji. We have no intention of glossing over areas
where our performance has been lacking. We acknowledge
the existence of problems and recognize that addressing them
effectively requires a thorough understanding of their extent.
Fijians have entrusted their faith in their leaders to accomplish
this, and we must not let them down.

Fiji has been a strong advocate for the adoption of the SDGs
from the very beginning, and we have ensured a high level of
ownership of the SDGs within our country. The SDGs are not
merely global commitments for Fiji; they have become our own
development goals. They have served as a guiding framework
for our national development planning, with efforts made to
align our current National Development Plan (NDP) with the
SDGs. This alignment will be even more comprehensive in the
next iteration of our coalition government’s NDP.

Undoubtedly, this endeavour comes with its challenges. When
Agenda 2030 was adopted and the targets were agreed upon,
few of us fully comprehended the extent of resources required
to achieve these goals. Even with the most disciplined and
ambitious fiscal policies, it would be challenging for a developing
country to meet all the SDG targets.

This is not a criticism of the SDGs themselves; they provided us
with avisionand a level of ambition necessary for the betterment
of our planet. We are sincerely grateful for the support provided
by Fiji's development partners, as well as multilateral and
regional agencies, in our development efforts. The progress
we have made would not have been possible without their
invaluable assistance. We also extend our gratitude for their
contributions to this VNR report.

However, as a nation, we must take ownership of our own
development efforts. We must strive to grow our economy,
exercise fiscal discipline, and prioritize the creation of
an economic environment that offers our people decent
employment opportunities, enabling them to lead successful
and fulfilling lives. Furthermore, we must ensure that they enjoy
the freedoms and liberties necessary to thrive, as these are vital
components of sustainable development.

The recurring natural disasters, increasingly severe impacts of
climate change, and additional crises such as the COVID-19
pandemic and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which have affected
commodity prices, have undoubtedly posed challenges to our
development efforts. However, despite these setbacks, our
commitment to the SDGs remains unwavering. If anything,
we are now more convinced that successfully implementing
the SDGs will make us stronger as a nation, enhancing our
resilience to confront future crises.

We are delighted to note that we have successfully applied
the lessons learned from our previous VNR, ensuring that this
time around, the VNR aligns with the core principles of the
Global 2030 Agenda. It has been developed through genuine
consultations with all sectoral line ministries, civil society, and
the private sector. Moreover, we have significantly enhanced
the quality of our data, thanks to the efforts of our national
statistical office in establishing a comprehensive national SDG
database. The VNR process has played a crucial role in driving
these initiatives forward.

Our aspiration is for this VNR report to ignite greater
enthusiasm for the SDGs and inspire action towards their
effective implementation. Advancing Fiji's progress on the
SDGs necessitates a united and concerted national effort. We
wholeheartedly welcome and encourage the contributions of
every individual and stakeholder.

We extend our sincere appreciation to all the stakeholders
involved in the development of Fiji's VNR 2023, recognizing their
invaluable contributions. Furthermore, we commend all Fijians
for their dedication and commitment to Fiji's progress on the
SDGs.

Professor Biman Chand Prasad
Deputy Prime Minister & Minister for Finance



Executive Summary

Fiji, with a population of just under 1 million and a GDP of USD 4.3 billion (2021), has remained steadfast in its pursuit
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), even in the face of economic challenges caused by the COVID-19
pandemic and the war in Ukraine.

Fiji has shown great receptiveness to the SDGs and has aligned a significant portion of its development planning with
these goals. While decision-makers were aware of the goals, they may not have been fully acquainted with the specific
targets and indicators. The VNR exercise has played a vital role in shedding light on the SDGs within the country,
fostering collaboration among government sectoral ministries, civil society, and the private sector.

Itis now widely acknowledged that civil society has played a crucial role in advancing the SDGs related to the well-being
of people (SDGs 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5) and the preservation of the planet (SDGs 6, 12, 13, 14, and 15), while the private sector
has been instrumental in driving progress in the prosperity cluster (SDGs 7, 8,9, 10, and 11). Significant progress has
been made in data collection for SDG indicators, enabling more accurate measurement of progress.

The Fiji Bureau of Statistics has taken ownership of this task, and line ministries will continue to provide SDG-related
statistics to the bureau following the VNR exercise. These statistics have been made accessible to the public online.
However, there are still some indicators that pose measurement challenges, and ongoing efforts are required to address
these gaps.

Progress on the SDGs in Fiji has been a mixed bag. While the country has made commendable strides in the
implementation of certain SDGs, progress has been less satisfactory in others. Furthermore, within each SDG, progress
towards specific targets has varied.

Out of the 169 SDG targets, Fiji has made good progress in achieving 24 (14%) of them. Another 45 (27%) targets could
be achieved, but this would necessitate accelerated action. Regrettably, negative progress has been observed in 28
(17%) of the targets, while 72 (43%) targets could not be measured.

Fiji recognizes that progress in the SDGs is pivotal in building resilience, considering the country’s vulnerability to natural
disasters, climate change, and recent global challenges such as the pandemic and geopolitical tensions. The country
is committed to supporting progress in the SDGs, recognizing that advancements in these goals are instrumental in
enabling both the nation and its people to effectively confront global challenges.

The country views progress in the SDGs as a means to empower itself and its people to effectively address these global
challenges. To enhance current progress, Fiji intends to undertake various measures, including better coordination of
efforts, fostering economic growth, increased and targeted financing, building government expertise, harnessing the
power of citizens, localized improvements, and the continuous updating of the SDG database to ensure accurate and

timely measurement of progress.



Introduction

Fiji, classified as a small island developing state, is home Fiji - Proportion of Land area to EEZ
to an estimated population of 884,887 individuals as of
the 2017 Fiji Population and Housing Census. Census
activities are carried out every ten years, indicating that
the next one is anticipated in 2027.

With a total of 332 islands, Fiji boasts a vast land area
of approximately 18,300 km? and an Exclusive Economic
Zone that extends across 1.3 million km2. The nation is
blessed with abundant natural resources and is recognized
as one of the most developed countries within the Pacific Landarea [ EEZ
region.

Main Indicators Value
Population 884,887 (2017)' / 891,445 (2020)
GDP FJD 9.4 billion / USD 4.3 billion (2021)?
GDP per capita FJD 10,139 / USD 4,646.6 3
Exports (2021) FJD 2.57 billion / USD 1.15 billion*
Exports - 10yr average (2012-2021) FJD 4.82 billion / USD 2.21 billion*
Imports (2021) FJD 5 billion / USD 2.29 billion®
Imports - 10yr average (2012-2021) FJD 5.78 billion / USD 2.65 billion®
Poverty rate 24.1 % of population (rural: 36.5%; urban: 14%)?
HDI ranking 94t/191°
FlJI .. & Population Distribution by Geographical
jowsa /' : Divisions (HIES)
. Western Central
38% 42%
S ..‘!_.';,*m Q 9 x
B TCENTRAL Tuou
g DS EASTERN DIVISION
Ii"l;l‘IE'c;'?i;}z(;‘l{:‘ | ) v ® o . Northern Eastern

Fiji 2017 Population and Housing Census

World Bank database (https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD?locations=FJ)

World Bank database (https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD?end=2021&locations=FJ&start=19608&view=chart)
World Bank database (https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/FJI/fiji/exports)

World Bank database (https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/FJI/fiji/imports)

2021 - 2022 Human Development Report
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https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD?locations=FJ
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD?end=2021&locations=FJ&start=1960&view=chart
https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/FJI/fiji/exports
https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/FJI/fiji/exports

A significant majority, approximately 80% of Fiji's population, resides on the main island of Viti Levu, which spans a
surface area of 10,429 km?2. Taking into account the population data from the Household Income and Expenditure
Survey (HIES), this indicates that Viti Levu has a population density of around 66/km?2.

Fiji's population pyramid visually depicts the age distribution, revealing that the country has a predominantly youthful
population. More than 50% of Fiji's population is under the age of 30, with a balanced distribution between males
and females. This demographic composition holds important implications for planning, particularly in areas such
as maternal and child services, education, and the creation of employment opportunities, which are of significant
importance for the country.

71+ 2.8% aw 3.5%
61-70 5.7% _q 6.1%
5160 107 QU GE() o
41:50 1.2 QU G 5
31-40 15,00 QU CE() - o
21-30 157+ QD e 5 7
11-20 =ye- T "¢ AU
o0 27D ) ' 5
L [ | [ | [ | [ | [ | [ | [ | [ | [ |
| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |

25.0% 20.0% 15.0% 10.0% 5.0% 0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0%

Share of Total Population

. Total Females . Total Males

The Report

The preparation of this report coincided with a period of elections and a subsequent change in government. The newly
formed government, which consists of a coalition comprising three parties, is resolute in its commitment to making
every possible effort to achieve as many SDG targets as feasible by 2030. They are fully aware of the numerous
challenges and limitations that need to be overcome in pursuit of the SDGs.
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Methodology and Process for Preparation of the Review

The VNR report reflects the contributions made by all stakeholders towards the attainment of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) over the past four years (2019-2022), including CSOs, the Government of Fiji, development
partners, and donor agencies. The private sector has also made significant contributions to the report. The VNR was
developed in accordance with five overarching principles, as depicted in the figure below.

encourage reporting and include developed and developing
countries

State-led

country driven reviews of progress at national and
sub-national levels

Platform for Partnerships

including through the participation of major groups and
other relevant stakeholders

Learning Experience

facilitate the sharing of experiences, including successes,
challenges and lessons learned, part of a process

National Circumstances

reviews in accordance with national circumstances,
policies and priorities, together with relevant partners

The graphical representation provides an overview of Fiji's SDG VNR process.

COORDINATION & ENGAGEMENT DATA AND INFORMATION

- Stakeholder consultations - Structured the SDG database
- One-on-one meetings - Populating the database from
- SDG forum data received from ministries
- Developed a process for SDG
data flow
- M&E

FIJI VNR
PROCESS

NATIONAL ONLINE TRACKER VOLUNTARY NATIONAL
TOOL REVIEW

- UNESCAP - Statistical data to inform the VNR

- Qualitative information
(frameworks, policies, etc.)

- Information and data from
Stakeholders

- Track Fiji's progress on the 17 Goals
and the overall progress
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Coordination and Engagement

The Ministry of Finance, Strategic Planning, National PeorLE ***i

Development, and Statistics (formerly Ministry of Economy) End poverty and hunger

serves as Fiji's focal point for the Agenda 2030 and the VNR. dignity and equality

Each SDG was assigned to the most relevant Line Ministry,

which took the lead in sharing knowledge and statistics related PLaner lII

to specific SDGs. For the preparation of Fiji's 2023 VNR, a ,‘,’;g}:;,‘,‘;g;g',g';:"s . ROSPERITY
core team was established consisting of representatives from — [ptis Sustainable Ensure prosperous
the Sustainable Development Goal Unit within the MoF, the Development I?::nf:nvv'zarm:z
Methodology Unit of the Fiji Bureau of Statistics (FBoS), and

consultants provided by UNDP and ESCAP. The core team

provided technical support and overall coordination with all @

relevant stakeholders to gather up-to-date and high-quality PARTNERSHIP P y

data and information for the VNR. ":.‘.’:L‘i.“;ﬁ?.‘;';ﬁ.fgféif':i EACE

partnership Foster peaceful, just and
inclusive societies

The VNR Technical Working Group

A VNR technical working group (TWG) was established to
oversee the preparation of Fiji's VNR 2023 report. Initially,
the TWG consisted mainly of senior government officials.
However, recognizing the complex nature of SDG-related data
and the call for inclusivity and strengthened participation in
the VNR process outlined in the Global 2030 Agenda, the TWG
membership was expanded. Representatives from NGOs/
CSO0s, the private sector, and other development partners were
included in the TWG.

To facilitate coordination and collaboration, the ministries
assigned to the SDGs were grouped into three clusters: People
and Partnerships, Planet, and Peace and Prosperity. Based on
these SDG clusters, three TWGs were established.

Working Group 1: Working Group 2: Working Group 3:
People and Partnership Planet Prosperity and Peace

‘I NO IERD GOOD HEALTH (CLEAN WATER ‘I RESPONSIBLE CLIMATE DECENT WORK AND INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
POVERTY HUNGER AND WELL-BEIN AND SANITATION CONSUMPTION ACTION ECONOMIC GROWTH AND INFRASTRUCTURE

fel § - (1

QUALITY GENDER PARTNERSHIPS LIFE REDUCED PEACE, JUSTICE
EDUCATION EQUALITY 1 7 FOR THE GOALS 15 ONLAND 10 INEQUALITIES 1 6 AND STRONG

- INSTITUTIONS

=)
v

SDG 1 Ministry of Women, Children SDG 6 Ministry of Public Works, SDG 7 Ministry of Public Works,
and Poverty Alleviation Communications, Transport Communications, Transport
SDG 2 Ministry of Agriculture and and Meteorological Services and Meteorological Services
Waterways SDG 12  Ministry of External Trade, SDG 8 Ministry of Finance - Budget &
SDG 3 Ministry of Health and Cooperatives and SMEs Plans
Medical Services SDG 13  Office of the Prime Minister- SDG 9 Ministry of External Trade,
SDG 4 Ministry of Education Dept. of Climate Change Cooperatives and SMEs
SDG 5 Ministry of Women, Children SDG 14  Ministry of Fisheries and SDG 10  Ministry of Women, Children
and Poverty AIIevia'tion Forestry - Dept. of Fisheries and Poverty Alleviation
SDG17  Office of the Prime Minister- SDG 15  Office of the Prime Minister- SDG 11  Ministry of Housing and Local
Dept. of Environment Local Government

Dept. of Foreign Affairs
SDG 16  Ministry of Justice and Office of
Attorney General
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The SDG Technical Working Group (TWG), comprising all three Working Groups (WGs), convened for a three-day
Fiji SDG forum from 16th to 18th November 2022. The forum, held under the theme “Tracking Fiji's Progress on the
SDGs," aimed to inform the participants about the VNR process and foster discussions on the work program for VNR
preparation. The forum emphasized the role played by all stakeholders in the process.

Following the forum, a second TWG meeting took place on 22nd December 2022. During this meeting, the TWG reached
a consensus on the overall theme of the report and agreed upon the table of contents that would provide guidance for
the writing process. Subsequently, a third meeting was held on 31st January 2023, during which the TWG reviewed the
zero draft of the VNR and sought feedback and input from TWG members. There were additional TWG meetings held
after the second and third drafts of the VNR report to incorporate further revisions and improvements. Finally, on 24th
April 2023, the final version of the VNR was produced.

Technical Working Group (meeting of 4 May 2023)

Core Team

A Core Team (CT) was established to oversee the preparation of Fiji's 2023 VNR. The team consisted of representatives
from the Sustainable Development Goal Unit within the Ministry of Finance, Strategic Planning, National Development
and Statistics, as well as the Methodology Unit of the Fiji Bureau of Statistics (FBoS). In addition, consultants provided
by UNDP and ESCAP were also part of the CT.

The CT played a crucial role in providing technical support and ensuring overall coordination among relevant
stakeholders. Their main focus was to gather up-to-date and high-quality data and information for the VNR.

Lo N N

ALl ‘J."

~ ] - -

CSO0 consultations on Fiji's SDG and review of the VNR Meeting with Private Sector representatives - the Fiji Commerce
and Employers Federation (FCEF) and the Fiji Hotels and Tourism
Association (FHTA

13



SDG UNIT

Coordinates on all the
activities on SDG

FIJI BUREAU OF STATISTICS

Statistical Data for SDG
Implementation

UNDP

Technical Support
VNR Content Writer

UNESCAP

Technical Support
Consultancy - Database Consultant
National Tracker Tool

UNESCAP

Data and Information

The Fiji Bureau of Statistics (FBoS) played a crucial role in collecting the data for the SDG indicators. To support
FBoS in this endeavor, a local statistics expert was engaged as a consultant. This expert worked closely with FBoS
to enhance the national information management system, particularly by developing a robust database that would
facilitate improved reporting on the national development plan and the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.

The assistance provided by ESCAP was instrumental in supporting FBoS and the consultant in their work. ESCAP
facilitated the process of strengthening the national information management system and played a key role in
establishing Fiji's SDG Tracker” system. This system serves as a tool for FBoS to track and monitor SDG-related data
not only for the VNR but also for future years, ensuring the availability of current and updated SDG data.

SDG DASHBOARD

IndiVin'L;anIl gltaatlzesholder Stakeholgicle; Working National Working File
The template is Structuring of raw Aggregation of Finalized SDG Input of computed
developed by the data to relevant Ministry’s data to indicators with SDG indicators
FBoS based on the target and compute the figures from the national
SDG targets & inficators national figures, & database to
indicators relating mapping it to the determine Fiji's
to the respective SDG indicators overall progress on
stakeholders KPIs the SDG
\_ . y, \. y, N\ W, , \_ y,
1 1 1 1
S 7 U 7
START

Fiji has made significant progress in improving its data availability in the Global SDG Database.” From 2019
to 2022, there has been a notable increase of 40 indicators for which sufficient data is now available. This
improvement is illustrated in Figure A. When compared to other Pacific Island countries, Fiji stands out with
a considerably higher amount of available data, as depicted in Figure B.

7 ESCAP SDG Gateway https://data.unescap.org
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100%

119 93 80 75
200
80%
4
§ 200
8 150
‘E 60% g
s § 150
] 2
) -
E 100 40% 5
z g 100
Ke)
[
=]
z
50 20% 50
0 0% 0
2019 2020 2021 2022 Fiji Pacific
B Sufficient Insufficient No Data
Figure A - SDG Data Availability in Fiji (2019-2022)” Figure B - Fiji vs. Subregion Data Availability in 2022

Data availability poses challenges for specific SDGs, particularly in the areas of gender equality (Goal 5), sustainable
cities and communities (Goal 11), climate change (Goal 13), life below water (Goal 14), and peace, justice, and strong
institutions (Goal 16). In these goal areas, 50 percent or more of the indicators currently lack sufficient data.

Fiji
Data availability by goal in 2022
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The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development emphasizes the importance of adopting new data acquisition and
integration approachesto generate high-quality, timely, reliable, and disaggregated data, including geospatial information
and earth observations. These data requirements are vital for informed policy-making, tracking development progress,
and effectively implementing the 2030 Agenda. In line with the agenda’s commitment to reducing inequalities, the
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W.K. Kellogg Foundation, Esri, PVBLIC Foundation, Chia, and the UN Statistical Division (UNSD) of the United Nations
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) have joined forces through the SDG Data Alliance to support
countries in achieving the SDGs.

As part of this collaboration, the SDG Data Hub has been established to facilitate reporting, monitoring, and the delivery
of progress towards the SDGs by 2030. The SDG Data Hub Solution encompasses a centralized platform featuring 17
dashboards and pages, each dedicated to one of the 17 SDGs. These dashboards can be populated with relevant data
to provide a comprehensive overview of progress. Additionally, the Data Hub facilitates collaboration and community
engagement through various tools such as surveys and Story Maps.

Fiji is one of the selected countries receiving support from the SDG Data Alliance to implement and operate the Fiji SDG
Data Hub. This includes a technology grant for the Esri SDG Data Hub Solution. One notable advantage of this system is
that Fiji will utilize an advanced online platform that integrates statistical and geospatial information with other relevant
data necessary for monitoring and measuring SDG indicators. The system allows for disaggregated data analysis,
enabling more meaningful decision-making at lower geographical levels. It is important to highlight that the SDG Data
Hub is a Fiji-owned system, providing opportunities for further capacity development within the country.

UNDP played a crucial role in supporting the VNR (Voluntary National Review) process by engaging a skilled VNR writer
who provided assistance to the SDG Unit of the Ministry of Finance. The VNR writer worked closely with the unit and
produced four drafts of the VNR report, with one draft submitted each in January, February, March, and the final draft
in April 2023.

The VNR Team conducted a series of individual meetings with line ministries to discuss data provision and gather
responses to a set of questions posed by the consultant.

To foster engagement with non-state actors, the VNR team invited representatives from civil society organizations
(CS0s) and the private sector to participate in the Technical Working Group (TWG) meeting held on 16th March 2023.
During the meeting, the second draft of the VNR report was discussed in preparation for the third draft.

Another CSO consultation took place on 24th March, providing an opportunity for CSOs to share their feedback on the
latest draft of the VNR. Additionally, CSOs were encouraged to share relevant stories and insights related to the SDGs.
The meeting also explored avenues for sharing CSOs’ data with the government’s Fiji Bureau of Statistics (FBoS) to
influence decision-making processes.

Furthermore, the National Economic Summit held on 20th and 21st April 2023 provided another platform for
consultation. Although not solely focused on the SDGs, the discussions held during the summit held significant
relevance to the SDGs. Notably, the presence of the private sector was prominent, highlighting their active involvement
in the discussions.
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Additionally, an online platform was established on the UNDP-hosted website Solevaka.com to facilitate the submission
of stories, comments, and discussions. This platform was specifically created for non-state actors, including individuals
from civil society organizations (CSOs) and private sector entities, to actively participate during the month of February

2023.
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Policy and Enabling Environment

Since the submission of Fiji's first Voluntary National
Review (VNR) in 2019, ongoing efforts have been
dedicated to addressing and advancing the SDGs.
Notable progress has been made on several fronts,
particularly pertaining to SDGs 4, 5, 6, 11, and 13.
However, the global crises experienced in recent years
have adversely affected progress on various other SDGs,
particularly 1, 2, 3, 8, and 10. Recognizing the need for
improvement, the Government of Fiji has prioritized
enhancing this VNR compared to the previous 2019
report.

Significant endeavors have been undertaken to enhance
access to statistics related to SDG indicators, facilitating
a more accurate measurement of progress. In addition,
robust consultations have been conducted with both
CSOs and the private sector, recognizing and showcasing
their invaluable contributions toward SDG achievement.
These concerted efforts aim to ensure that the VNR
report reflects the substantial role played by CSOs and
the private sector in driving progress towards the SDGs.

National Ownership of the
Sustainable Developments Goals

While the SDGs serve as a global response to address
worldwide challenges, Fiji has recognized their national
relevance, aligning with most targets (though not all).
The achievement of these SDGs and targets holds the
potential for transformative impacts on the quality of life
for all communities in Fiji.

Since 2019, there has been an enhanced understanding
of the SDGs across all sectors of Fijian society. While the
grassroots may not be familiar with the SDGs by name,
they undoubtedly aspire to the underlying goals for their
own lives and livelihoods. Efforts have been made, albeit
sporadic, to gather SDG indicator data over the years.
However, this process has not been systematically
conducted as would have been preferable.

Incorporation of the Sustainable
Development Goals in National
Frameworks

Fiji recently developed its National Development Plan
(NDP) in November 2017, encompassing both a 5-year
and a 20-year plan. The initial 5-year period concluded
in 2021, and the plan has now entered its second 5-year
phase. Currently, a review of the NDP’s implementation
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during the first 5-year period is underway, which will
inform the development of the next 5-year plan.

It is anticipated that the new coalition government'’s
policy changes will also be reflected in the revised
plan. Throughout the preparation of the NDP, deliberate
efforts were made to align it with global commitments
such as the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. These
commitments will likewise serve as guiding principles
for the NDP review and the subsequent 5-year plan.

During the NDP review, a comparative analysis and
mapping exercise was conducted to identify indicators
that measure the success of the NDP and those aligned
with the SDGs. This analysis revealed that 88 NDP
indicators were aligned with the SDGs, and further
alignment is expected in the upcoming NDP.

While not all sectoral policies necessarily align with the
SDGs or the NDP, particularly those developed prior to
2015, many policies developed after 2015 do reference
the SDGs. For instance, the Ministry of Health and
Medical Services' Strategic Plan 2020-2025 explicitly
incorporates the SDGs.

Institutional Mechanisms

There are  multiple government  coordinating
mechanisms and sector-specific working groups in
place to contribute to the implementation of the SDGs
in Fiji. These mechanisms include the Maritime Affairs
Coordinating Committee (MACC) and the National
Ocean Policy Steering Committee (NOPSC). A key focus
is ensuring the alignment of each ministry’s strategic
work plan and other planning documents with the SDGs.
This alignment is crucial to effectively address the
challenges and issues related to SDG implementation.
Efforts are being made to identify and rectify any gaps
or discrepancies to ensure a cohesive approach towards
achieving the SDGs.

Structural Challenges

There are several structural challenges that Fiji needs to
address in order to make greater progress in achieving
the SDGs.

Collaboration

An important structural challenge that Fiji faces is the
prevalence of government ministries and departments



working in silos. This compartmentalized approach to
governance is partly a result of territoriality and a lack of
collaboration among ministries. While there are existing
structures, such as cabinet meetings and committees,
that promote interaction and decision-making, there is
still a need for enhanced collaboration and coordination.

During the VNR process, technical officials had the
opportunity tojointly discussthe country’s challenges and
explore potential solutions. However, it was recognized
that collaboration between government entities was still
lacking, particularly in terms of engaging with non-state
actors. Improving collaboration with CSOs and the private
sector is a shared goal among government officials, and
it has been highlighted as an area for improvement by
the new coalition government. To address this structural
challenge, there is a need for improved communication,
coordination, and partnership arrangements. Technology
plays a crucial role in this aspect, with Fiji implementing
a Data Exchange Platform (DXP) as a key component of
its digital transformation efforts. The DXP enables the
secure and efficient exchange of current people and
business data among Ministries. The system facilitates
on-demand data exchange while ensuring appropriate
safeguards and specified levels of access.

Data

Data sharing is identified as a critical issue in Fiji's
SDG implementation. There are several reasons why
data holders may be reluctant to share their data more
widely. One common concern is the confidentiality of
the data. While some data may indeed be confidential
in its raw form, there is potential to extract and separate
information that could reveal identities, making the data
valuable for guiding development decisions. However,
other factors also hinder data sharing, such as ministries
and departments lacking confidence in their own data
and concerns that it may be used to criticize their
performance. While these concerns may be legitimate,
an open society like Fiji requires the free access and flow
of information, and development data plays a crucial role
in this context.

Another structural challenge is the absence of a central
national database. This issue has been highlighted
during the VNR process, leading to the implementation

of a national database and an SDG tracker system
with the support of ESCAP, led by FBoS. Establishing a
national database is essential for effective development
planning and future reporting requirements, including
future VNRs.

Programme and Project Management

There is a recognized need for ministries responsible
for implementing projects to establish Program
Management Units staffed with personnel whoare trained
or experienced in project management. Alternatively,
ministries could consider outsourcing the management
of their projects to companies or individuals providing
project management services.

Monitoring and Evaluation

An area of program/project management that requires
particular attention is the development of Monitoring
and Evaluation (M&E) strategies and plans. It has been
observed that M&E practices need improvement for
most public projects. One crucial component of the
M&E process is the collection of data to measure project
success.

Institutional knowledge

The loss of institutional knowledge has also been
identifled as a challenge, as experienced government
employees have moved or retired. To respond to
this problem, the government has already raised the
retirement age from 55 to 60 years for those who choose
to stay in employment until then.

Financing

Fiji has multiple needs, and finding lasting solutions to
these needs requires significant resources. Itis crucial for
the various line ministries of the government, the private
sector, and civil society to collaborate and combine their
resources and finances for development projects.

To move forward, it has been suggested that a
comprehensive stock take and robust planning should
be conducted, involving all relevant stakeholders. This
will help address the needs of Fiji's communities and
identify potential funding opportunities to meet these
needs.
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Progress on the Goals

This section of the report focuses on Fiji's progress, or lack thereof, in achieving the 17 SDGs. The SDGs have been
grouped into three clusters: People and Partnerships, Planet, and Peace and Prosperity. These clusters correspond to
the Technical Working Groups established by the Fiji government to gather knowledge and data for this report.

Fiji has made progress® on most SDGs, with two SDGs on track to reach their targets by 2030: SDG 6 (clean water and
sanitation) and SDG 10 (reduced inequalities). However, there has been negative progress in SDG 3 (good health and
well-being), requiring greater efforts to reverse this trend in the years leading up to 2030. Three SDGs, namely SDG 5
(gender equality), SDG 14 (life below water), and SDG 16 (peace, justice, and strong institutions), had insufficient data
to accurately determine progress. Nevertheless, based on the available data, progress was evident in SDGs 5 and 16,
while regression was observed in SDG 14. The other SDGs, despite some progress, are still not on track (refer to the
chart below).

Target
2015 2022 2030 -
> o [ Nopoverty
) il E Zero hunger
o i Good health and well-being

) il Quality education

ol Gender equality
D ol Clean water and sanitation
) ol Affordable and clean energy

ol Decent work and economic growth
D .lUU Industry, innovation and infrastruction
) ol Reduced inequalities
) ol Sustainable cities and communities
) o) @ Responsible consumption and production
) il E Climate action

=l E Life below water
I o B Hfeonland

=il Peace, justice and strong institutions
) ol Partnership for the goals

@ Progress M Regression M Insufficient indicators ¢80 Evidence strength
Snapshot of SDG progress in Fiii, 2022.

Source: ESCAP & Ministry of Finance and Strategic Planning, National Development and Statistics

Seeing that progress on SDG implementation has been slow in certain areas, there is now a need to prioritize efforts
and allocate resources to key SDG targets for implementation leading up to 2030, taking into account Fiji's limited
financial resources. To determine these priority targets, the VNR development team engaged with line ministries to
identify the specific SDG targets that require focused efforts in order to achieve positive outcomes. The discussions on
each of the seventeen SDGs highlight the priority targets identified by the respective line ministries.

The Office of the Prime Minister (OPM) manages a small grants program, which provides funds at the Prime Minister’s

8 See the methodology of the progress assessments in ESCAPs Asia and the Pacific SDG Progress Report 2023
https://data.unescap.org/data-analysis/sdg-progress-report-2023
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discretion to assist communities in urgent need. These small grant projects contribute to various SDGs. The OPM has
identified the following priority SDG targets: 1.2,2.3,3.8,3.b,4.3,9.1,11.1,11.7,and 13.b. The relevant sections discuss
these small grant projects in relation to their respective targets. The OPM also recommended an internal review of their
project criteria and selection processes for the small grants scheme, with a focus on aligning them with the principles
of the 2030 Agenda.
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People and Partnerships

NO IERO GOOD HEALTH QUALITY GENDER PARTNERSHIPS
POVERTY HUNGER AND WELL-BEING EDUCATION EQUALITY FOR THE GOALS

pibi . v N G @

The People and Partnerships SDG cluster comprises SDG 1 (No poverty), SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG 3 (Good Health
and Well-Being), SDG 4 (Quality Education), SDG 5 (Gender Equality), and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the SDGs).

Progress within this cluster of SDGs has been mixed, with varying degrees of success in different targets. The following
snapshot highlights several indicators that demonstrate the progress achieved thus far in this SDG cluster. The blue
bars represent positive progress, while the red bars indicate a reversal of progress. It is worth noting that Fiji has already
achieved its 2030 targets in certain areas, which allows for a concentrated focus on those areas where regression has
occurred or where progress needs to be accelerated.
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POvERTY SDG 1: No Poverty

End Poverty in All Its Forms Everywhere

Fiji's priority targets for SDG 1 are:

Target 1.1 - By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere, currently
measured as people living on less than $1.25 a day

Target 1.2-By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children
of all ages living in poverty in all its dimensions according to national definitions

Target 1.3-Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures
for all, including floors, and by 2030 achieve substantial coverage of the poor and the
vulnerable

Target 1.4 - By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the poor and
the vulnerable, have equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to basic
services, ownership and control over land and other forms of property, inheritance,
natural resources, appropriate new technology and financial services, including
microfinance

Target 1.5 - By 2030, build the resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations
and reduce their exposure and vulnerability to climate-related extreme events and
other economic, social and environmental shocks and disasters

Goal1 1.1 International Poverty

1.2 National Poverty I Maintain
1.3 Social Protection [ | Accelerate
1.4  Access to Basic Services . Reverse

1.5  Resilience to Disasters
T.a  Resources for Poverty Programs
1.b  Poverty Eradication Policies

Not Assessed

Fiji has made good progress in Target 1.3. However, there has been regression in Target 1.1, and efforts need to be
accelerated for Targets 1.4, 1.5, and 1.a. Unfortunately, Targets 1.2 and 1.b could not be measured..

Eradicating Poverty

Approximately 30% of the population in Fiji lives below the national poverty line, according to the figures from the 2019
Pacific Data Hub.?

The number of individuals aged 15 years and above who were fully employed but earned less than USD 1.90 per day
(equivalent to FJD 4.10) had been decreasing until recent years when a slight increase was observed. In this category,
there were initially more females than males; however, the gender gap has been closing in more recent years.

9 https://pacificdata.org/dashboard/17-goals-transform-pacific
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Implementing Social Protection Systems

The total number of individuals covered by social protection in Fiji showed an upward trend, increasing from 95,540 in
2015to a peak of 142,507 in 2019. However, it subsequently decreased to 118,272 in 2021. Despite the decrease, there
was still an overall increase of 22,732 individuals between 2015 and 2021. This change can be interpreted in two ways:
either more people required social protection, particularly during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, or the system
has improved to better identify and support those in need. The objective remains to ensure that individuals who require
social protection receive it, while also creating opportunities for all individuals, thus reducing the number of people
dependent on social protection.

Total Number of People Covered by Social Protection
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Fiji's Social Protection Programs (SPP) currently focus on assisting the poor and vulnerable groups. The Poverty
benefits scheme is the only program specifically designed to address poverty, and it utilizes the Household Income and
Expenditure Survey (HIES) indices for measurement. The Social pension provides support to the elderly population, while
the Care and Protection scheme aids children in need of care. Additionally, the Disability Scheme offers assistance to
individuals living with disabilities. The Bus Fare Assistance scheme plays a role in facilitating the travel of older persons
and those with disabilities, helping them access essential services. The Ministry is undertaking a reform of the Social
Protection Programs to enhance targeting, improve operating systems, and enhance service provision.

Gender mainstreaming has been incorporated into Fiji's SPP, service provision protocols, and access to benefits,
ensuring equal opportunities and considerations for both men and women.

It is worth noting that the government’s expenditure on essential services and education has declined from nearly 24%
in 2004 to approximately 14.5% in 2021. While there are indications that spending on essential services may increase
in the future, it remains uncertain whether it will reach the levels observed in 2004 or when that might occur.

Proportion of Total Government Spending on Essential Services
and Education (%)
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The government has demonstrated its commitment to reviewing both the minimum wage rate and social protection
policies to ensure they are more effectively targeted towards those who truly need assistance.™

In terms of work-related injuries and deaths, there has been a significant decline in reported cases that required
professional occupational medical services since 2017 (refer to the chart below). This positive trend can be attributed
to the increased emphasis on occupational health and safety (OHS) measures.

Number of Occupational Injuries and Deaths provided
Professional Occupational Medical Services
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Equal Rights to Economic Resources

Examining basic access to water and sanitation, which serve as indicators of equitable access to economic resources,
the analysis of leaving no one behind, utilizing MICS data, reveals certain patterns. Access to basic drinking water is
primarily determined by the place of residence, with urban dwellers enjoying nearly 100% access, while rural dwellers
have a 95% access rate. Subsequently, household wealth plays a role, as the bottom 40% of the wealth distribution
residing in rural areas have a 93% probability of accessing basic drinking water, compared to 100% for the top 60% of
the wealth distribution residing in urban areas.

Basic drinking water, LNOB Tree
Fiji, 2021 J Data Legend
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99%
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97%

Top 60 (wealth)
9

Rural residence

95% I

Bottom 40
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o
Source: MICS 93%

Note: Standard Analysis with 5,467 observations

The Eastern division exhibits slightly lower access to basic drinking water compared to the overall average, with a
difference of just 1 percentage point. On the other hand, the Northern and Central divisions show a slight improvement
of 2 percentage points, or 1% above the average.

Basic Drinking Water, Access, Access Rate Data Legend
All Provinces, Fiji, 2021 Access Inequality
(Higher is better) (Lower is better)
EASTERN | 96%
. Higher Lower
8 Average 97%
'% WESTERN 97% Higher Higher
a NORTHERN 98%
Lower Lower
CENTRAL 98%
96.0 96.2 96.4 96.6 96.8 97.0 97.2 97.4 97.6 97.8 98.0 () Lower Higher
Source: MICS Access rate (%)

The availability of basic sanitation also follows a similar pattern, influenced by both household wealth and place of
residence. The top 60% of the wealth distribution has the highest access rate at 96%, while those in the bottom 40% of
the wealth distribution living in urban areas face the greatest challenges, with the lowest access rate to basic sanitation.
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Basic sanitation, LNOB Tree
Fiji, 2021

Basic sanitation
97%

Source: MICS
Note: Standard Analysis with 5,467 observations

The Central division has the lowest rate of access to basic sanitation, with only 84% of the population having access,
which is 4 percentage points below the overall average. In contrast, the Eastern division has a higher rate of access at
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90%, while both the Western and Northern divisions have slightly better rates at 91%.
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Building Resilience

In 2020, Fiji experienced the impact of two
severe Category 5 Tropical Cyclones (TC). The
first cyclone, TC Harold, struck Fiji in April 2020,
resulting in the displacement of approximately
10,000 people and causing an estimated $100
million in damages. The damage inflicted by TC
Harold on agriculture and educational facilities
amounted to FJD$28.4 million (USS$12.5 million),
while the extent of infrastructural damage
remained unknown. Around 1,919 buildings
were damaged by TC Harold, with 575 being
completely destroyed, primarily in the Eastern
Division.
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Women's Traditional Rights to Land
Ownership

By law, women in Fiji have the same rights to land as
men. This applies not only to statutory land ownership
but also to traditional land ownership. In traditional
land ownership, when women marry, their children are

entitled to the land from the father's clan. However,
for children of women who do not marry iTaukei men
(and therefore do not have traditional land ownership
from the father’s side), the ownership of land from the
mother’s clan is not automatic. Instead, it is dependent
on the agreement made by the clan.




The second cyclone, TC Yasa, made landfall
on 17 December 2020 and proved to be one
of the strongest cyclones on record to hit Fiji.
It caused significant devastation, claiming at
least four lives, destroying over 8,000 homes,
and displacing tens of thousands of people.
Inthe aftermath of TC Yasa, 7,731 individuals
sought shelter in 183 evacuation centers.
The cyclone resulted in power outages and
water supply disruptions on several islands.
It also triggered flash floods, landslides,
and severe coastal inundation, with water
levels rising up to 33 feet. Furthermore, TC
Yasa severely damaged crops, exacerbating
existing food insecurities in the affected
areas. The cyclone caused an estimated
loss of nearly $250 million in infrastructure,
livelihoods, and agriculture. Consequently,
the government declared a 60-day State of
Natural Disaster in Fiji's Northern Division
due to the extensive impact of TC Yasa.

Tropical Cyclone Ana

Jobs for Nature

The Jobs for Nature Program is a World Bank funded
project that aims to provide job opportunities for
vulnerable communities residing in rural areas. The
program supports small-scale projects focused on
environmental enhancement. These projects include
activities such as mangrove planting for wetland,
coastal, and riverbank protection and rehabilitation,
planting of vetiver grass, biodiversity conservation
through forest restoration, native tree-planting,
coral reef protection, and waste and wastewater
management. The duration of each project is limited
to three months. In its first round, the three-year
project benefitted a total of 1169 individuals, with
839 of them being females and 330 being males.
Among the beneficiaries, 128 were social assistance
beneficiaries. Round one of the project had a total
budget of FJD 1.2 million.

Fiji's National Disaster Risk Reduction Policy 2018-2030 recognizes the importance of
disaster risk reduction as a cross-cutting issue. The policy emphasizes the involvement of
community-based and volunteer organizations and highlights the significance of cultivating
community volunteering to prevent future threats and enhance community resilience.

Several tropical cyclones, namely TC Ana and TC Bina, caused extensive flooding across

Fiji, resulting in urgent needs in areas such as water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH), health,
and shelter. The Provinces of Macuata and Cakaudrove, located in the northern part of Fiji,
were severely affected, experiencing significant damage to roads and widespread flooding.
To address the situation, over 350 evacuation centers were opened, accommodating more
than 10,000 evacuees from over 2,000 households. In response to the disaster, the Fiji Red
Cross Society redirected its resources to the affected areas in Viti Levu and Vanua Levu.
The focus was on providing hygiene and clothing materials through the WASH program.
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The evidence indicates that the effects of natural disasters on the population have decreased since the peak levels
observed in 2016 (refer to the chart below). This reduction could be attributed to a combination of factors, including
the severity of the events themselves and, crucially, the improved preparedness of both the country and its people in
dealing with natural disasters.
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(Per 100,000 Population)
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Fiji Red Cross Society volunteers respond to TC Yasa and

TC Yasa, a category 5 cyclone, made landfall in Fiji on December 17, 2020, followed by TC
Ana on January 30, 2021. The following day, on January 31, TC Bina emerged, bringing
additional rainfall. In response to the extensive damage in the northern regions, Fiji Red
Cross provided assistance to 40,523 individuals. Among the aid provided, 13,327 people
received shelter support, 40,523 people were reached through health activities, and 11,973
people were reached with both water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services, as well as
protection, gender, and inclusion activities.

The WASH activities included the distribution of hygiene Kkits, repairs of toilet facilities,
repair of water systems, and distribution of water tanks and containers. Additionally, the
society piloted a cash voucher assistance program, distributing FJD 200 cash grants to 309
households and FJD 100 cash grants to 290 households. Throughout this response, a total
of 175 volunteers and 22 staff members were mobilized to support the affected areas.
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HONGER SDG 2: Zero Hunger

(C( End Hunger, Achieve Food Security and Improved
\ 4 Nutrition and Promote Sustainable Agriculture

Fiji's priority targets for SDG 2 are:

Target 2.1 - By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by all people, in particular the
poor and people in vulnerable situations, including infants, to safe, nutritious and
sufficient food all year round

Target 2.2 - By 2030, end all forms of malnutrition, including achieving, by 2025, the
internationally agreed targets on stunting and wasting in children under 5 years of
age, and address the nutritional needs of adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating
women and older persons

Target 2.3 - By 2030, double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale
food producers, in particular women, indigenous peoples, family farmers, pastoralists
and fishers, including through secure and equal access to land, other productive
resources and inputs, knowledge, financial services, markets and opportunities for
value addition and non-farm employment

Target 2.4 - By 2030, ensure sustainable food production systems and implement
resilient agricultural practices that increase productivity and production, that help
maintain ecosystems, that strengthen capacity for adaptation to climate change,
extreme weather, drought, flooding and other disasters and that progressively
improve land and soil quality

Goal2 2.1  Undernourishment and food security
2.2 Malnutrition

2.3 Small-scale food producers . Maintain
2.4 Sustainable agriculture Accelerate
2.5  Genetic resources for agriculture . Reverse

2.a  Investment in agriculture
2.b  Agricultural export subsidies
2.c  Food price anomalies

Not Assessed

Fiji has made significant progress in Target 2.c, but there is a need for accelerated progress in Targets 2.1, 2.2, and 2.a.
Unfortunately, Targets 2.3, 2.4, 2.5 and 2.b could not be measured.

Ensuring Access to Sufficient, Safe and Nutritious Food

Given that Fiji's economy is predominantly agriculture-based, with tourism also playing a significant role, the agricultural
sector holds great importance for the country. The people of Fiji have a strong understanding of and familiarity with the
agricultural sector, allowing them to actively participate without requiring extensive orientation.

The food and agricultural sector in Fiji has been identified by Investment Fiji as a potential area for growth and attracting
foreign investment. Fiji is capable of producing enough food to meet domestic needs and also has the capacity for
export.
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The prevalence of undernourishment in Fiji has shown a declining trend, decreasing from 6.6% of the total population
in 2011 t0 4.9% in 2019. However, there was a slight increase to 5.7% in 2020, which can potentially be attributed to the

impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Furthermore, the prevalence of both moderate and severe food insecurity, measured through the Food Insecurity
Experience Scale (FIES), also exhibited an increase during this period. Moderate food insecurity rose from 14.3% in
2019 to 19.3% in 2020, indicating a higher proportion of the population experiencing limited access to adequate food.
Similarly, severe food insecurity increased from 2% in 2019 to 4.2% in 2020, highlighting a greater level of deprivation

and vulnerability to hunger.

Prevalence of Food Insecurity (%)
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Increasing Agricultural Productivity

The agriculture sector in Fiji plays a
significant role in the country’s economy and
employment. It contributes approximately
28% to total employment in the formal sector
and also supports livelihoods in the informal
sector. In terms of economic contribution,
the agriculture sector is the third-largest
in Fiji, contributing around FJD 451 million
(USD 207 million) annually to the nation’s
GDP as of 2020. Historically, sugarcane
was the dominant crop in the sector, but its
prominence has been surpassed by other
crops, horticulture, and livestock production.
This diversification indicates the evolving
landscape of agriculture in Fiji.

The Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) has been actively
advocating for the enhancement of livelihoods and the
creation of environmentally sustainable employment
opportunities, particularly targeting women and youth.
This objective is pursued through the implementation of
youth in agriculture and gender in agriculture policies. The
primary goals of these policies include improving overall
food security by ensuring access to safe and nutritious
food, enhancing the resilience of agriculture and food
systems in the context of climate change, and mitigating
greenhouse gas emissions. Additionally, the MOA aims to
foster inclusive and efficient food value chains to promote
agribusiness development.

Fiji Crop and Livestock Council (FCLC)

FCLC is a legislatively established council comprising
various growers’ associations in Fiji. These associations
represent different agricultural sectors, including Pigs,
Honey, Dalo, Yaqona, Tavioka, Grazing Livestock, Ginger,
Cocoa, Agri-Exporters, Rice, Coconut Producers/Millers,

Dairy, Organics, Fruits & Vegetables, and Mushrooms.

One of the primary roles of FCLC is to provide support,
training, and upskilling services to crop and livestock
farmers. To benefit from these services, farmers are
required to register with FCLC. In addition, FCLC manages
a risk insurance scheme specifically designed for farmers
affected by climate-induced natural disasters such as
cyclones, floods, and droughts.



Despite the shift in focus, the total agricultural land area in 2020 was 194,769 hectares, which decreased by 23%
compared to 2009. However, the number of farming households with farmland increased by 5%'" during the same
period, indicating a higher concentration of farmers on available land.

In terms of crop production, the area harvested for temporary crops'? experienced a substantial increase of 43% since
2009, reaching 29,334 hectares. The volume of temporary crops harvested also increased by 122%, totaling 306,035
metric tons. The value of these temporary crops amounted to FJD 2.4 billion, with the Yagona (kava) crop accounting for
83.1% of the total value. This significant growth in temporary crop production demonstrates its economic importance.

On the other hand, permanent crops faced a different trend. The area harvested for permanent crops decreased by 72%
t0 5,598 hectares since 2009. However, the volume harvested increased by 2.6 times, reaching 93,023 metric tons. The
value of permanent crops amounted to FJD 164 million. This indicates a shift in agricultural practices, with a smaller
area dedicated to permanent crops but with increased productivity.

Between 2009 and 2020, there has been a noticeable increase in the percentage of farming households in Fiji that own
less than one hectare of farmland. In 2009, 44% of farming households fell into this category, while by 2020, it had risen
to 65%. This indicates a significant rise in the number of smallholder farming households in terms of farmland size.

In terms of income composition, agriculture activities contribute to the household income of Fijian families. On a
national level, agriculture activities make up around 9.6% of the household income composition. In urban areas, this
figureis lower, accounting for approximately 2% of the household income. In contrast, in rural areas, agriculture activities
contribute significantly more, making up about 24% of the household income. This highlights the greater reliance on
agriculture as a source of income in rural communities.

However, itisimportantto note that comprehensive data and information are stillneeded to obtain a more comprehensive
overview of the income and productivity of small-scale food producers in Fiji.

At both the national and divisional levels in Fiji, the largest group of farmers in terms of population falls within the age
range of 30-39 years. This holds true for both female and male farmers, with approximately 22% of farmers in this
age group. Additionally, there is significant youth engagement in farming, particularly in the provinces of Cakaudrove
and Bua in the Northern Division. In these areas, around 23.8% and 22.4% of farmers, respectively, are within the age
range of 20-29 years. This trend may be attributed to the economic value of kava, which has attracted farmers to these
regions in recent years.

In the province of Kadavu in the Eastern Division, the highest proportion of young female farmers is found, with 27.4%
falling within the 20-29 years age range. However, similar to the national data, the majority of female farmers in each
division are in the age group of 30-39 years. Notably, the Western Division has the oldest group of female farmers, with
25.3% of them falling within the 50-59 years age range. This is particularly prominent in the provinces of Nadroga/
Navosa (26.9%) and Ba (25.7%)."®

Since 2013, the agriculture sector has received

substantial support through the Integrated Saltwater Inundation
Human Resource Development Programme

(IHRDP), with over 58 projects benefiting from

In Narikoso Village, located on Kadavu Island, the residents

these initiatives. The investments made under are facing a significant challenge related to agricultural
the program have encompassed a wide range SUStainabi”ty. The continuous exposure to saltwater
of activities aimed at promoting sustainable inundation resulting from frequent storm surges and coastal
agricultural practices and enhancing productivity. erosion has led to the contamination of the soil, rendering
Examples of supported projects include the it unsuitable for vegetable cultivation. As a consequence,
provisionof bee equipmenttofacilitateapiculture, villagers have observed a detrimental impact on their
the introduction of farm mechanization through vegetable crops, which exhibit signs of distress such as

the acquisition of tractors, the implementation browning, wilting, and ultimately dying.
of modern hydroponics farming systems, and ' :

the expansion of the horticulture industry.

11 Fiji Agriculture Census 2009 and 2020
12 Mainly cassava, bele, dalo, eggplant and yagona (kava).
13 Ministry of Agriculture (2021) 2020 Fiji Agriculture Census. Volume 3: Gender Analysis Report. Fiji Ministry of Agriculture and Food and Agriculture
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Supporting Sustainability in Food Production

Agriculture plays a significant role as a major economic
activity and a source of income for 70,991 households in
Fiji."

Agricultural sustainability is a complex and comprehensive
concept that encompasses multiple dimensions, including
economic, social, and environmental aspects. To assess
and evaluate agricultural sustainability, various themes are
considered, each capturing different facets of sustainability.
These themes provide a framework for understanding
and measuring the progress of agricultural systems. The
key themes in assessing agricultural sustainability are
land productivity, profitability, resilience, soil health, water
use, risks associated with fertilizer and pesticide use,
biodiversity, decent employment, food security and land

Shifting Cropping Seasons

In Draubata, located in Navosa, farmers
are confronted with the need to adapt their
planting seasons due to shifting weather
patterns. Previously, farmers relied on
traditional planting calendars as a guide for
activities. However, with

their agricultural
changing climatic conditions, they have had to
make adjustments and wait for periods of wet
weather to commence planting yagona (kava),
dalo (taro), and vegetables.

tenure.

While further analysis is needed to comprehensively evaluate the economic, environmental and social sustainability of
food production, the following observations can be made:

In terms of land productivity, at the national level, the cumulative production value of temporary and permanent crops
harvested was FJD 2.6 billion, over a cumulative harvested area of 34,882 hectares:'® This translates to an average of FJD
6,100 per hectare per month (FJD 2,100 if Yagona is not considered), which is a value 18 times higher than 11 years ago. The
average size of land per household in 2020 ranged between 2 to 3 hectares..

The average contribution of agricultural activities to households’ income is FJD 209 per month, accounting for 9.6% of the
income composition (compared to 7.1% in 20117). A significant portion (32% to 95%) of the temporary crop production is
consumed at the household level in 2020.

Regarding access to finance, only 2.1% of agricultural households in Fiji took agricultural loans, a decrease from 6.0% in 2009.

Deforestation, intensive sloping, flat farming, and reclamation of mangrove swamps are the primary drivers of land degradation
in Fiji. The country is losing over 50 tons of soil per hectare each year through run-off, which is four times the average in
tropical areas. Sustainable development is further threatened by the rising sea level, a consequence of climate change.”
Numerous actions are currently being undertaken to support the UNCCD National Action Programme for Fiji, with the aim
of building resilience, increasing the productivity of forest landscapes, and improving the livelihoods of the local population
through the restoration of degraded land and the sustainable management of natural resources.

Concerning water use, only 4.2% of agricultural households have a water tank for irrigation or stock watering.

The 2020 Fiji Agriculture sector policy agenda emphasizes the prudent use of fertilizer based on site-specific recommendations
instead of subsidizing it. However, the use of pesticides in the Pacific Island countries has doubled over the past decade,
which is a significantly higher increase than the global average. This trend has raised concerns among policymakers due to
its impact on human health and the fragile island ecosystems. In Fiji alone, the use of insecticides and herbicides increased
by 34-fold between 1992 and 2013, according to FAQ. Although the annual import trends show a rise in pesticide use, the
technical capacity to make informed registration decisions, manage and control their use is extremely limited. This is primarily
due to inadequate regulatory and compliance processes, limited technical expertise in evaluating pesticide risks, insufficient
staffing for pesticide registration, sensitivity of (agro)ecosystems to p