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KEY MESSAGE OF THE THIRD VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW
OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE 2030 AGENDA

Belarus demonstrates sustainable socio-economic development and
political stability. The country ranks 65" on the Human Development Index
and 1s classified as having a very high level of human development. New
advanced sectors have emerged in Belarus, such as space and nuclear energy.
In 2021, the first power unit of the Belarusian nuclear power plant commenced
commercial operation. In recent years, Belarus has achieved full self-
sufficiency in electricity supply.

Belarus reaffirms its strong commitment to its international obligations.
Belarus has achieved 80.5% progress toward the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). At the same time, the unprecedented unilateral coercive
measures imposed by Western countries have constrained Belarus’s capacity
to achieve the SDGs in terms of both speed and scale.

Belarus has introduced the National Platform for reporting on the
implementation of SDGs; access is provided to 232 out of 246 indicators from
the national list, with 174 indicators aligned with the global level.

A Regional Data Platform for Sustainable Development has been
established.

The SDGs have been integrated into the new National Strategy for
Sustainable Development until 2040; they are also aligned with state socio-
economic development programs.

In the international SDG ranking, Belarus holds 30" place out of 167
countries.

SDG 3. The main principles of Belarus’s healthcare system include
prioritizing preventive measures through the promotion of a healthy lifestyle,
ensuring quality and accessible medical care (including pharmaceutical
provision); and safeguarding the sanitary and epidemiological well-being of
the population including future generations.

Belarus is a leader in global medical rankings. Significant achievements
have been made in maternal and child health, cardiac surgery, traumatology,
neurosurgery, ophthalmology, oncology and oncohematology, transplantation,
and vaccination.

Belarus holds a leading position among countries with the lowest
maternal mortality rates.

Every Belarusian has access to all types of medical care free of charge,
including advanced high-technology services.

SDG 5. Belarus adopts a comprehensive approach to enhancing the role
of women across all spheres of life. The state creates an environment that
empowers women to successfully balance their careers with raising children.
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As of 2024, women make up 40.2% of the Belarusian parliament. The
share of women in leadership positions reached 49.6% in 2024.

Belarus i1s a country with a high rate of female employment.
Entrepreneurship among women is widespread.

Belarus ranks 27" out of 172 countries in the Gender Inequality Index.

SDG 8. Life quality has been declared a national priority for the
upcoming five-year period. There is a steady increase in GDP growth rates.
GDP growth of 4.1% is forecast for 2025, with inflation expected to decrease
to 5%.

Salaries and social programs are underpinned by the production and
export of tangible goods and services, as well as their export deliveries.
Pension amounts increase annually. Budget-funded sectors receive state
support.

Real disposable monetary incomes of the population grew by 9.7% in
2024 (compared to a forecast of 5.2%). Over four years, incomes increased by
14.9%, exceeding the forecast value of 13.8%.

Rising employment levels indicate a robust economy. The
unemployment rate fell to 3% in 2024. This is not only the lowest level
recorded in the country’s history but also one of the lowest globally.

SDG 14. According to the Constitution of Belarus, every citizen has a
duty to protect the environment and use natural resources rationally.

Belarus is a landlocked country. Additionally, 20,000 rivers in Belarus
are part of the Black and Baltic Sea basins.

Consequently, national measures to maintain and improve the ecological
status of surface water bodies have an indirect impact on the condition of these
basins.

SDG 17. Belarusian society currently demonstrates civic unity and is
prepared, through the joint efforts of government bodies, organizations of all
forms of ownership, and citizens, to implement the objectives of the
comprehensive five-year plan.

New channels of socio-political engagement, primarily the All-
Belarusian People’s Assembly, ensure public participation in state decision-
making and the expression of opinions.

Sustainable partnerships under the aegis of the National SDG
Coordinator have reached a qualitatively new level. The institution of SDG
Youth Ambassadors is actively developing.

Belarus 1s forming full-fledged partnerships within regional
organizations such as BRICS, SCO, CSTO, CIS, and the EAEU.
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INTRODUCTION

The Third Voluntary National Review of the Republic of Belarus on the
Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (the 2030
Agenda) reflects the country’s progress in achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals in recent years. The Second Voluntary National Review
was submitted by Belarus in 2022. The first review, presented in 2017, was
one of the earliest among other countries.

The Republic of Belarus reaffirms its commitment to the ideas and
principles of the 2030 Agenda.

Since the latest review, the Republic of Belarus has implemented
comprehensive measures to accelerate the 2030 Agenda implementation,
including:

the approval of the new National Strategy for Sustainable Development
of the Republic of Belarus (NSSD) up to 2040, encompassing all seventeen
SDGs. This document will serve as the basis for 2026—2030 state programs
aimed at comprehensive national development and improving living standards;

advanced technologies of data collection and processing that have been
implemented to improve the national SDG data monitoring platform, including
the adoption of the SDMX standard for data and metadata exchange and
automation of these processes via an API interface;

the development of a Guide for assessing draft regulatory legal acts for
compliance with the SDGs, as well as a Communication Strategy for
promoting the 2030 Agenda, which systemically covers all areas of
information work aimed at popularizing SDG ideas and implementing the
objectives within the framework of the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda;

expanded participation of civil society, business, and youth
representatives in the National mechanism for achieving the SDGs.

As a result of the above-mentioned and other measures, the National List
of Indicators for achieving the SDGs has been expanded and currently includes
246 indicators (compared to 230 in 2022), of which 174 correspond to the
global level (compared to 166 in 2022), or nearly 70%. The data availability
rate has reached over 94% (232 indicators).

International experts estimate Belarus’s SDG progress as quite high, at
nearly 80%, relative to 2030 targets.

The efforts of the Republic of Belarus on sustainable development have
been highly appreciated by international experts. According to a report
prepared in 2024 by the SDSN’s SDG Transformation Center (lead authors:
Jeffrey D. Sachs, Guillaume Lafortune, and Grayson Fuller), the Republic of
Belarus ranked 30™ among 167 countries in the SDG Achievement Index. This
high result strengthens Belarus’s position on the international stage and
confirms the country’s commitment to achieving the SDGs.
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Significant progress (over 80%) has been made on SDG 1 “No Poverty”
(95%), SDG 2 “Zero Hunger” (80%), SDG 7 “Affordable and Clean Energy”
(80%), SDG 8 “Decent Work and Economic Growth” (86.7%), SDG 9
“Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure” (91.7%), SDG 10 “Reduced
Inequalities” (85.7%), SDG 12 “Responsible Consumption and Production”
(83.3%), SDG 13 “Climate Action” (85.7%), SDG 14 “Life below Water”
(100%), and SDG 15 “Life on Land” (83.3%).

Compared to the overall progress in achieving the SDGs across the
UNECE region (56 countries), as assessed by the UNECE Statistical Division,
Belarus has made significant advances toward achieving the SDGs.

Since the submission of the Second Voluntary National Review on the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda by the Republic of Belarus, the country
has taken a number of important steps to minimize negative impacts related to
sustainable development challenges. In the context of unilateral economic
measures imposed by certain states against Belarus, the country has focused
on supporting key economic sectors such as agriculture and industry, actively
developing programs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve energy
efficiency. Key priorities remain, such as supporting vulnerable populations,
increasing employment levels, ensuring access to medical services, and
improving the quality of healthcare, especially in rural areas.

The second National Forum on Sustainable Development was held in
Minsk on June 19, 2024. The event was part of extensive national and
international efforts to implement the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.

About 400 participants attended the Forum, including leadership from
the Government, the Presidential Administration, Parliament, state bodies,
representatives of international organizations, national mechanisms from the
Commonwealth of Independent States member countries, the United Nations
country team in Belarus, representatives from scientific and academic circles,
business, youth — including SDG Youth Ambassadors, the general public, and
the diplomatic corps.

The Forum discussions highlighted negative factors affecting global
development. UN leaders and experts expressed positive assessments of
Belarus’s sustainable development achievements. The discussion outcomes
were formalized in a final document.

Most Sustainable Development Goals and targets are embedded in
Belarus’s main state strategic and program documents adopted to date and
those planned for adoption in 2025. Key tasks focus on achieving high living
standards, qualitative economic growth, establishing a fully competitive
environment, creating comfortable living and personal development
conditions, and preserving natural systems for current and future generations.
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The updated National Strategy for Sustainable Development until 2040
defines the following strategic priorities for Belarus’s sustainable
development:

1. Strengthening family values and providing broad opportunities for
personal potential development;

2. Quality education focused on technological advancement and new life
needs;

3. Technological independence and the building of an intellectual
economy,

4. A competitive and accessible business environment balancing the
interests of business and the state;

5. Environmental safety and resource efficiency.

Funding for the implementation of state programs comes from the
republican budget, local budgets, and state extrabudgetary funds.
Approximately 70 percent of the budget is allocated to fulfilling the provisions
of the 2030 Agenda.

SDG achievement is further supported by expanded use of program-
targeted budgeting focused on results across various economic sectors and
activity areas.

The National Platform for reporting on the implementation of SDGs
operates successfully as Belarus’s primary tool for monitoring and
disseminating country-level SDG data.

The platform’s concept incorporates advanced technological and
methodological practices from similar international platforms and reflects
recent organizational and technical regulatory changes governing interactions
of state bodies. It serves as an open-access information resource, acting as a
unified center for collecting and summarizing information on the current
situation regarding SDG achievement in the country, and as a basis for
determining Belarus’s progress in achieving the SDGs at both national and
international levels.

Regional localization is an important direction in achieving the SDGs.
At the end of 2023, the National Statistical Committee completed the
development of the regional sustainable development data platform. The
regional data platform is an innovative tool for assessing the development of
each region and taking measures to reduce interregional disparities.

The regional platform is built upon a regional list of SDG indicators,
developed with consideration of the unique natural and economic potential,
characteristics, challenges, and development opportunities of the
administrative-territorial units. The regional list comprises 138 indicators, with
78 of them aligned with the national list, and 60 — reflecting the specific
characteristics of regional development.
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The information resource of the regional platform allows for assessing
the progress of individual regions in achieving the SDGs and also provides the
possibility to rank regions based on sustainable development performance.

The national sustainable development portal, sdgs.by, and social media
channels provide up-to-date information on SDG achievement progress.

The National Review of the Republic of Belarus on the Implementation
of the 2030 Agenda was considered and approved at the meeting of the Council
for Sustainable Development on June 12, 2025.

Key findings on the Sustainable Development Goals.

SDG 1. Extreme poverty has been completely eradicated in Belarus. The
share of the population living below the national poverty line has decreased
from 41.9% in 2000 to 3.5% in 2024.

Free monthly food packages are provided to low-income families with
children under two years of age, as well as to families with twins or more
children, irrespective of their income. Parents of children attending preschool
educational institutions pay only for meals. Families with two or more children
receive benefits to support meal provision, while children with disabilities are
offered meals free of charge.

Schoolchildren from large families (three or more children) are provided
with free textbooks and meals. Every year, large families receive financial
assistance to prepare their children for the new school year, including
purchasing school supplies. Special educational programs for children with
disabilities are designed to enhance the participation of vulnerable groups in
the labor market.

SDG 2. The country fully meets its food needs. The achieved level of
domestic production of agricultural raw materials and food in the Republic of
Belarus ensures the physical availability of a healthy diet for the population.

The increase in production volumes has enabled not only the satisfaction
of domestic market needs but also the export of food products and agricultural
raw materials.

Amid external and internal challenges, including the sanctions policies
applied by Western countries, Belarus demonstrates full capacity to ensure the
country’s food security.

SDG 3. Despite the negative consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the country maintains some of the lowest maternal, infant, and child mortality
rates in the world, reflecting a high level of the healthcare system development.
Belarus has achieved the target of reducing the maternal mortality rate.

Universal access to antiretroviral therapy (ART) is provided in the
Republic of Belarus for people living with HIV (PLHIV), and its effectiveness
has improved: as of early 2025, 95% of people living with HIV in the country
are aware of their HIV status, 93.4% of those aware of their diagnosis receive
antiretroviral therapy, and 87% have achieved viral suppression (and therefore
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cannot transmit the virus). This treatment is provided to patients free of charge
in Belarus.

In 2024, Belarus ranked 6™ worldwide for the number of kidney
transplants per one million people, and 15" for the number of liver transplants.
One of the socially significant high-tech medical services is large joint
endoprosthetics: in 2024, approximately 14,000 hip joint endoprosthesis
implantations and 7,500 knee joint endoprosthesis implantations were carried
out.

According to the National Immunization Schedule, the country provides
immunization against the following diseases: hepatitis B virus, tuberculosis,
pertussis, diphtheria, tetanus, poliomyelitis, measles, rubella, mumps,
pneumococcal infection, Haemophilus influenzae infection, influenza (for
certain population groups), and human papillomavirus (for all girls aged 11).

This vaccination is free of charge in Belarus and is carried out in state
healthcare organizations; the coverage of the target population group with all
vaccines included in the national programs exceeds 97%.

SDG 4. Belarus maintains a high level of education among its
population, ensured by the right to free education.

Belarus occupies 50" place out of 141 countries in the overall ranking of
the 2024 Global Knowledge Index. The adult literacy rate is 99.87%, and 98%
of the employed population have basic, general secondary, and vocational
education.

The improvement of the educational process is supported by high-quality
school infrastructure, which fully (100%) provides access to electricity,
drinking water, adequate sanitation, and a high level of computer availability
for educational purposes with internet access (almost 100% in 2024).

Belarus ranks 22™ out of 170 countries in the “Access to Basic
Knowledge” indicator of the 2025 Social Progress Index.

A key direction of state policy is patriotic education of youth, fostering
their active civic position, and broad involvement of young people in decision-
making processes and active public engagement.

SDG 5. The implementation of gender policy in Belarus is based on
respecting national interests while taking into account universally recognized
principles of international law and human rights, supporting traditional values
and the cultural foundations of Belarusian society.

Belarus is among the countries where the Human Development Index for
women equals or exceeds that of men. According to the Gender Inequality
Index, Belarus ranks 27™ out of 172 countries (previously 29%).

The country is implementing its sixth National Action Plan to ensure
gender equality for 2021-2025.

A positive trend in recent years has been the increased activity of women
and their growing involvement in the political and public life of the country. In



10

Belarus, women now constitute over 40% of parliamentary deputies, one of the
highest proportions in the CIS.

Women also hold positions in executive authorities, including ministries
and administrations at various levels, and are actively represented at the
regional and local levels accounting for 47.7%.

The Republic of Belarus continues to improve its standing in ensuring
gender equality in terms of reproductive health indicators, empowerment, and
the level of economic activity among girls and women. Belarus is ranked
among the top 25 countries for providing comfortable conditions for
motherhood.

SDG 6. Improving the efficiency of water resource use to ensure
sustainable economic growth in the context of climate change and creating
conditions for the preservation of aquatic ecosystems is defined as one of the
goals of the National Strategy for Water Resources Management under
Climate Change for the period up to 2030.

In Belarus, special attention is given to involving local communities in
improving water management and sanitation. Local residents, government, and
public organizations actively participate in the improvement of water sources.

Almost the entire population of the country has access to basic sanitary
and hygienic conditions; the volume of household and industrial wastewater
that is safely treated has exceeded 99 percent over the past 10 years.

SDG 7. The population of the Republic of Belarus is provided with 100
percent access to electricity, and its consumption is fully met by production at
domestic power plants.

Belarus has implemented the project to construct the “AES-2006
nuclear power plant of Generation 3+. In November 2023, Unit 2 of the
Belarusian NPP was commissioned for commercial operation. The project
complies with the strictest standards and recommendations of the International
Atomic Energy Agency and features enhanced safety characteristics.

The Belarusian NPP will generate approximately 18 billion kWh of
electricity annually, which will satisfy more than 40% of the country’s
domestic electricity needs, replace about 4.5 billion cubic meters of imported
natural gas, and thereby reduce environmental impact by preventing at least 7
million tons of greenhouse gas emissions.

The commissioning of the Belarusian NPP has contributed to expanding
the use of electricity. The country is dynamically developing electric transport,
has established an extensive network of charging stations for electric vehicles,
and the number of electric cars has significantly increased. Prospects for the
construction of a second nuclear power plant (third power unit) are currently
under consideration.

Renewable energy is steadily developing. A new mechanism for
allocating quotas for renewable energy installations through auctions has been
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implemented since 2024. The use of wood fuel — fuel pellets, one of the local
types of fuel and energy resources — is expanding.

In the Belarusian energy sector, the share of renewable energy reached
7% of the country’s total final energy consumption in 2024.

As of January 1, 2025, the total installed capacity of renewable energy
installations amounted to 625.7 MW.

SDG 8. Belarus is classified among countries with a very high level of
development, ranking 65" out of 193 countries in the Human Development
Index (HDI). The integral indicator “GDP per capita based on purchasing
power parity” has increased more than fivefold: from US dollars 5,800 in 2000
to US dollars 33,000 in 2024.

In 2024, GDP growth reached 104 percent compared to the previous year.
The increase in real disposable income of the population, compared to 2023,
was 9.7 percent, the best result in five years. Real wages grew by 113.1 percent.

Unemployment among the working-age population fell to a record low
of 3.1 percent (3.8 percent in 2021, 3.6 percent in 2022). The employment rate
of the working-age population was 84.0 percent (83.6 percent in 2022).

The government, together with the private sector and educational
institutions, has proposed jobs that meet the real needs and capabilities of
citizens and created conditions for professional development and lifelong
learning.

Consequently, the proportion of young people who are not studying, not
working, and not gaining professional skills has almost halved over the last ten
years, decreasing from 8.1 percent in 2015 to 4.5 percent in 2024.

The state provides additional employment guarantees irrespective of age
and has established the necessary conditions to ensure the right to work for
persons with disabilities.

SDG 9. Industry acts as a driver of economic growth in Belarus. The
sector accounts for 25% of Belarus’s gross domestic product (GDP). The share
of the manufacturing industry in the country’s GDP in 2024 was 20.3%.
Preliminary data for 2024 indicate that the share of added value of products of
medium-tech (high-level) industries in the total volume of added value of the
manufacturing industry amounted to 30.8%, while high-tech industries
contributed 7.7%.

In recent years, the contribution of sectors like trade and construction to
GDP has been on the rise.

Owing to the modernization of enterprises, the contribution of traditional
industries — petrochemicals, mineral fertilizer production, and woodworking —
has significantly increased.

In the Global Industrial Competitiveness Index ranking, Belarus
occupies 58" place out of 153 countries, ahead of most CIS countries.
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Among new products bearing the “Made in Belarus” mark are passenger
cars, electric trains and electric buses, unmanned mining dump trucks, gas-
fueled combines, energy-intensive tractors, harvesters, and forwarders.

Belarus 1s successfully pursuing the course of building an I'T country and
transitioning to a digital economy, focusing on the development of the IT
industry. A solid foundation has been formed — the High-Tech Park (HTP) —
which unites over 1,000 resident companies and accounts for 2% of the
country’s GDP.

Belarus follows global trends in electromobility. In this indicator, the
country holds leading positions within the CIS. Electric vehicle sales in
Belarus grew by 28% in 2024. This has led to an expansion in recent years of
domestic electric vehicle production capacities.

Since 2020, the entire rural population (100%) has resided within 2
kilometers of a year-round road. This reflects significant progress in
implementing infrastructure programs aimed at transport accessibility and
integrating remote areas into the country’s economic and social life.

SDG 10. Income inequality in Belarus is relatively low compared to
other countries in Eastern Europe and the CIS, reflecting a high level of social
support and income redistribution through the state welfare system.

To reduce inequality and provide state support, Belarus implements
targeted social assistance programs and offers a wide range of social benefits.
The Republic of Belarus allocates about 13-14% of GDP to social protection.
These expenditures include pensions, unemployment benefits, social payments
to families with children, people with disabilities, and other vulnerable groups.

One of the main priorities of the state’s social policy is creating an
accessible environment. As of January 1, 2025, 22 percent of social and
transport infrastructure facilities and street-road networks have become fully
accessible (compared to 16.9 percent as of January 1, 2021).

SDG 11. To reduce interregional disparities in living standards and
quality of life, the “Smart Cities of Belarus” project is being implemented
under the State Program “Digital Development of Belarus™ for 2021-2025.
Due to its scale and significance, it is included in the list of comprehensive
“projects of the future” of the Republic of Belarus.

The project of the future “Smart Cities of Belarus” is an integral part of
the country’s broader digital transformation, aimed at establishing Belarus as
an [T-oriented state.

Housing amenities have improved, with 94.5% of the population residing
in well-equipped homes as of 2024. To provide the population with quality and
energy-efficient housing, the country is constructing multi-apartment energy-
efficient residential buildings, which accounts for 99.7% of the total area of
multi-apartment residential buildings commissioned.
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The legislation in Belarus ensures that civil society can directly
participate in urban planning and the management of urban utilities. Public
discussions are held regarding general and detailed urban planning projects,
and in the absence of approved detailed plans, the architectural and planning
concept of a construction project is also subject to public discussion.

SDG 12. The Republic of Belarus is proactively pursuing state policy
measures to introduce the principles of a “green” and circular economy,
ensuring a substantial reduction in ecosystem pressure alongside enhanced
processing of material resources throughout all stages of the goods and services
life cycle. This approach not only reduces waste generation but also helps
address the challenges of the economy’s high carbon intensity by increasing
energy and resource efficiency and reducing dependence on resource imports.

The National Action Plan for the Development of a Green Economy in
the Republic of Belarus for 2021-2025 has been developed and is being
steadily implemented, yielding the following results:

the utilization rate of municipal solid waste (MSW) increased from
33.9% in 2022 to 39.6% in 2024;

approximately 10% of enterprises apply the circular economy principles;

the utilization rate of production waste amounted to approximately 90%
(excluding large-tonnage waste).

On December 1, 2024, a new version of technical requirements for
municipal waste management came into force in Belarus. This measure is
designed to significantly increase the efficiency of the separate collection and
sorting system for municipal solid waste, which should ultimately ensure the
achievement of “zero” MSW landfilling.

SDG 13. According to 2023 data, Belarus reduced its greenhouse gas
emissions by 40.3% compared to 1990 levels.

As part of fulfilling international commitments under the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement, Belarus approved a
new nationally determined contribution in 2021, which plans to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 35% by 2030 compared to 1990 levels without
additional financing. Work is currently underway to develop a new, more
ambitious emission reduction target for 2035, which will be announced by the
end of 2025.

The commissioning of the Belarusian Nuclear Power Plant (BeINPP) has
enabled annual savings of up to 4.5 billion cubic meters of natural gas and a
reduction of more than 8 million tons of CO2 equivalent greenhouse gas
emissions.

Electric transport is actively developing in Belarus, accompanied by the
expansion of the necessary infrastructure. In 2024, the number of passenger
electric vehicles in the country increased 3.4 times, and the number of charging
stations (devices, columns) for electric vehicles grew by 1.3 times. The share
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of electric transport in the total volume of passenger transportation in 2024
exceeded 40%.

New thermal protection standards for the construction of buildings
require compliance with low energy efficiency classes and consume 3.3 times
less energy for heating and hot water supply compared to the old housing stock.

The Republic of Belarus has made significant progress in municipal solid
waste (MSW) recycling. The MSW utilization rate increased from 10% in
2012 to 39.6% in 2024.

Belarus also plays a significant role in providing essential ecosystem
services to the entire European region, due to a large part of its territory
remaining in a natural state. The country holds one of the leading positions in
peatland restoration, which contributes to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Among 180 countries worldwide, Belarus rose to 32" place in the 2024
global Environmental Performance Index (EPI) ranking, surpassing all EAEU
countries — Kazakhstan (72"9), the Russian Federation (83™), Armenia (94"),
and Kyrgyzstan (105™) — as well as countries such as the USA (35"), the UAE
(53"), Israel (70™), and others.

SDG 14. Belarus is located on the watershed of rivers belonging to the
basins of two seas — the Baltic and the Black Sea. Although Belarus has no
access to the seas, it contributes to the preservation of marine ecosystems
through the protection of transboundary rivers, thereby supporting the
conservation of the Baltic and Black Sea water areas. More than 20,000 rivers
in Belarus belong to the basins of the Black and Baltic seas. Consequently, the
measures taken in the country to maintain favorable conditions and improve
the ecological status of surface water bodies indirectly affect the condition of
these basins.

Belarus has developed the principle of basin-based water resource
management, which involves managing river basins and improving the
ecological status of surface water bodies. It is anticipated that by 2025, up to
75 percent of water resources will attain an ecological status of “good or
above.”

SDG 15. Belarus ranks among the top ten forested countries in Europe.
The forest fund area is more than 40% of the country’s territory.

The country implements the National Action Plan for the Conservation
and Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity for 2021-2025.

On March 5, 2024, the Law of the Republic of Belarus “On Genetic
Resources Management” was adopted, establishing the legislative framework
for national legal regulation in this area.

Belarus has a regulatory system for specially protected natural areas,
including transboundary sites. The proportion of specially protected natural
areas (SPNAs) in the total land area is increasing and is projected to reach
9.2% by 2025. Due to Poland’s construction of barrier fences on the
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Belarusian-Polish border, including on the territory of the joint UNESCO
World Heritage site — the Bialowieza Forest — concerns arise regarding the
preservation of this relic forest, its biodiversity, and the established ecosystem.

Special attention is paid to the protection and use of peatlands and
achieving a neutral balance of land degradation.

The total area of land affected by various types of soil degradation,
including agricultural land contaminated by radioactive pollutants from the
Chernobyl disaster, continues to decrease annually.

SDG 16. The vast majority of the population feels safe on the streets and
in public places.

In recent years, crime rates have shown a steady decline. In 2024, 73,270
crimes were registered, which is 14.2% fewer than the previous year, marking
the lowest figure in the past 30 years (85,374 in 2023, 88,555 in 2022).

The rate of intentional homicides in the country remains relatively low:
from 2015 to 2024, the number of victims of intentional homicides decreased
from 3.4 to 1.5 cases per 100,000 population, which is significantly below the
global average.

The amount of seized, found, voluntarily surrendered, and confiscated
firearms has decreased: in 2024, 782 units were seized compared to 1,342 units
in 2015. Persons who voluntarily surrender illegally held weapons, their
components, and ammunition are exempt from criminal and administrative
liability.

One of the significant achievements in law enforcement is a 45.5%
reduction in crimes related to illegal activities involving narcotic drugs in 2024
compared to 2015. Belarus makes a significant contribution to international
cooperation in combating human trafficking.

At Belarus’s initiative, the UN Global Plan of Action to Combat
Trafficking in Persons was adopted in 2010, and the UN Voluntary Trust Fund
for Victims of Trafficking was established, especially to protect women and
children.

Since 2006, Belarus has initiated a biennial resolution on combating
human trafficking in the UN General Assembly. At the 78" session of the UN
General Assembly, a consensus was reached on the adoption of the resolution
titled “Improving the coordination of efforts against trafficking in persons.”

In 2024, at the 33" session of the UN Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice, Belarus proposed and the commission unanimously
adopted the resolution “Countering trafficking in persons in the context of
rapid technological change.”

SDG 17. The Republic of Belarus is implementing a comprehensive set
of measures to introduce the principles of sustainable development across
several areas. The National Architecture for managing the process of achieving
the SDGs has been established: the National SDG Coordinator, the Council for
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Sustainable Development, intersectoral groups, regional sustainable
development groups, a sustainable development partnership group, and a
parliamentary sustainable development group. The institution of SDG Youth
Ambassadors is actively developing in Belarus.

The country has developed a National List of SDG indicators, with 70%
of the indicators aligned with the global level, and designated government
bodies responsible for compiling the indicators. The data are available on the
National Platform for reporting on the implementation of SDGs.

The national statistical legislation fully complies with the Fundamental
Principles of Official Statistics and the European Statistics Code of Practice.

A population census is conducted every 10 years, a norm enshrined in
legislation.

In 2025, the National Strategy for Sustainable Development of the
Republic of Belarus until 2040 was approved, defining priority sustainable
development directions for the country and serving as a system-forming
document for the development of sectoral strategies, state planning and
forecasting documents.

The new edition of the Belarusian Constitution enshrines the principle of
public-private partnership; significant work has been done to stimulate and
encourage partnerships between the public and private sectors.

New channels of socio-political activity have been formed, primarily the
All-Belarusian People’s Assembly, ensuring Belarusian citizens’ participation
in decision-making and expressing opinions.

The Republic of Belarus is a member of several integration associations
(EAEU, CIS, the Union State, CSTO), the UN system institutions and agencies
(UNDP, UNEP, UNECE, UNCTAD, UNIFEM, UNFPA, UNICEF, UNESCO,
WHO, WMO, WIPO, ILO, UNIDO, UPU, ITU, ICAO, IMF), the World Bank
Group (IBRD, IFC, MIGA, IDA), and other international organizations
(IAEA, IOM, ISO, etc.).

Belarus seeks to expand and diversify international relations and explore
new sustainable development opportunities. This policy is reflected in the
country’s acquisition of full membership status in the SCO (July 4, 2024) and
partner state status in BRICS (November 11, 2024) — two of the most important
structures in the emerging multipolar world system.
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ACHIEVEMENT OF THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
IN THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

AL 1: POVERTY
‘I, GO NO POV

AL
i
{%’ End poverty in all its forms everywhere

Throughout the entire period of implementing the 2030 Agenda, the
Republic of Belarus has demonstrated a high level of progress in achieving
SDG 1. According to the latest assessment, this progress stands at 95%.

Belarus had eradicated extreme poverty even before the start of the 2030
Agenda implementation. The share of the population living below the national
poverty line! has been rapidly decreasing since 2000 (41.9%), reaching 3.5%
in 2024. The reduction in low-income population levels is observed among
both urban and rural residents.

The share of expenditures allocated to financing the social sector
(education, healthcare, social policy, physical culture, and sports) in the
approved structure of the consolidated state budget for 2025 is 42.4%.

The state policy continues to be grounded in comprehensive social
support for various categories of citizens, including the elderly, people with
disabilities, and families with children. For example, the republic provides
three groups of state benefits (a total of 11 types) to families raising children:
maternity benefits, family benefits, and temporary disability benefits for child
care. The share of children under the age of 3 receiving state benefits for child
care was 96.2% of the total number of children in this age group in 2024.

Low-income families raising children under 2 years of age receive free
monthly food packages, and in the case of twins or more children born, these
are provided regardless of income. When children attend preschool educational
institutions, parents pay only for meals; families with two or more children
receive discounts on meal payments, and children with disabilities are provided
meals free of charge.

Free education in schools and free meals for children from low-income
and large families and children with disabilities (and for all children in the first
three grades), preferential use of textbooks and educational materials, free
transportation (child transportation, travel benefits during schooling),
concessional loans for paying for the first higher education, scholarships and
other monetary payments, free and preferential provision of medicines for
children under 3 and children with disabilities under 18, and free sanatorium-

£
2
o

The level of low-income population is the proportion of the population with an average per capita disposable
resource level below the subsistence minimum budget.
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resort treatment for children — all these measures are subsidized by the state
and significantly save family budgets.

Schoolchildren from large families are provided with free textbooks and
meals. Material assistance is provided annually to large families to help prepare
children for the new school year and to purchase school supplies. Special
educational programs are created for children with disabilities aimed at
increasing the participation of vulnerable groups in the labor market.

In the context of an aging population, priority is given to creating
infrastructure and living environments adapted to the needs of elderly citizens.
Belarus actively implements programs to support the older generation. The
share of elderly citizens and people with disabilities covered by social services
and care has increased, reaching 12.44% in 2024. Regular increases in
pensions and benefits for elderly citizens contribute to improving their
financial well-being and living standards.

Pension payments are fully provided (in cases of old age, disability, loss
of breadwinner). To prevent poverty among elderly citizens, Belarus has
programs for labor (insurance) pensions (based on insurance contributions) and
social pensions (without prior contributions). Since 2021, population coverage
by the insurance pension program has expanded due to the introduction of old-
age pensions for individuals with incomplete pensionable service periods.

Starting in 2025, the pension size limit for working pensioners has been
removed; children with congenital disabilities who have lost a breadwinner
have received a significant pension increase; pension guarantees for women
with four or more children have been expanded (pensionable service period
reduced to 5 years).

Since 2022, a new voluntary funded pension program “3+3” with state
co-financing has been introduced; it is a simple and accessible way for
everyone to form a “second” pension in addition to the state pension.

Free medical examinations and preferential treatment programs for
elderly citizens allows them to remain active and retain their working capacity.
Annual expenditures on territorial social service centers and inpatient social
service institutions are increasing.

Since 2016, the unemployment rate calculated according to the
International Labor Organization methodology has steadily decreased from
5.8% in 2016 to 3% in 2024.

The state assists citizens in finding jobs and provides opportunities to
start their own businesses. Amendments to tax legislation since 2023 have led
to the growing popularity of self-employment as a form of professional
activity. This involves certain income-generating activities without
employment contracts or involving other individuals under contracts, with
payment of a special tax under a simplified scheme. Between 2023 and 2024,
the number of self-employed persons (payers of professional income tax)
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doubled, reaching about 200,000 people by 2025. In addition, about 237,300
individual entrepreneurs are registered.

GOAL 2: ZERO HUNGER

End hunger, achieve food security and improved
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture

Ensuring food security is one of the state’s most important tasks. The
Republic of Belarus demonstrates stable performance in this area owing to its
own agricultural sector. In 2024, the agricultural production index reached
118.3% compared to 2015.

The country fully meets its food needs. The achieved level of domestic
production of agricultural raw materials and food in the Republic of Belarus
guarantees physical availability of a dietary energy supply of 3,300 kilocalories
per person per day.

The level of self-sufficiency in agricultural products is high. The
domestic market demand was met in 2023 as follows: milk — 283%; meat —
134.9%; eggs — 123.2%; potatoes — 110.8%; vegetables and melons — 103.2%?,
Belarus is one of the world’s largest exporters of dairy products, flax fiber,
rapeseed oil, sausage products, sugar, and poultry meat®.

A key target in the development of the food market in Belarus is the
uninterrupted supply of quality products at affordable prices, primarily of
domestic origin. Price regulation for suppliers and retailers has been
introduced. To maintain balanced development of the consumer market for
food products and their processing, stabilization funds are created, and direct
price regulation is carried out. These stabilization funds aim to secure a steady
off-season supply of products to retail outlets and a range of social institutions.

Significant emphasis is placed on creating a healthy food environment
that encourages diverse, balanced, and nutritious diets. A range of national
policy measures are being implemented across trade, the food industry, and
agriculture, alongside initiatives to raise public awareness about healthy eating.

Positive effects in adapting crop production, plant protection, and
livestock farming to climate change are expected due to the implementation of
several programmatic documents. The Strategy for the Adaptation of
Agriculture of the Republic of Belarus to Climate Change has been approved.

2 Agriculture of the Republic of Belarus, 2024
8 Annual data https://www.belstat.gov.by/ofitsialnaya-statistika/realny-sector-ekonomiki/vneshnyaya-
torgovlya/vneshnyaya-torgovlya-tovarami/godovye-dannye/
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https://www.belstat.gov.by/ofitsialnaya-statistika/realny-sector-ekonomiki/vneshnyaya-torgovlya/vneshnyaya-torgovlya-tovarami/godovye-dannye/
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Timely adoption of adaptive measures will increase the economy’s resilience
to climate change and improve agricultural production efficiency by
considering both favorable and adverse consequences of climate change.

The Republic of Belarus takes measures to conserve and sustainably use
genetic resources, including agricultural plants and animals.

The National Seed Bank of Genetic Resources of Economically Useful
Plants (a scientific object of national heritage of the Republic of Belarus)
contains more than 54,000 collection samples, including unique specimens
from over 126 countries worldwide. The gene pool of plant resources gathered
in this scientific facility serves as the “cornerstone” for creating Belarusian
varieties of cereals, fodder, and industrial crops.

GOAL 3: GOOD HEALTH AND WELL- BEING

Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all
ages

Belarus is one of the few countries in the post-Soviet space and the
European region where the budgetary system of healthcare financing has been
preserved and adapted to socio-economic conditions. The country’s budget
expenditures on healthcare amount to approximately 5.0% of GDP.

Every citizen has access to prompt medical care, with special attention
paid to rural areas. Primary healthcare is accessible in every settlement — from
feldsher-midwife stations to district and city hospitals and polyclinics.

To ensure all regions are staffed with highly qualified medical personnel,
targeted training programs are implemented. To retain specialists, rental
housing is provided. As a result, the availability of doctors and mid-level
medical personnel in Belarus currently exceeds that of Switzerland, Bulgaria,
the Netherlands, Lithuania, Austria, and Iceland.

Despite the negative consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, Belarus
maintains some of the world’s lowest maternal, infant, and child mortality
rates, reflecting a high level of healthcare system development. The country
has achieved the goal of reducing the maternal mortality ratio. A multi-level
system of perinatal centers with advanced technological capabilities, such as
the Republican Scientific and Practical Center “Mother and Child,” has been
established to provide medical care for women and children.

Dynamic monitoring of newborns and children in their first year of life
1s organized in Belarus. As of 2019, the neonatal mortality rate was 1.0 per
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1,000 live births (down from 1.4 in 2015)*, and the under-five mortality rate
was 3.0 per 1,000 live births (down from 3.7 in 2015)°. The significant
reduction in these rates indicates the effectiveness of maternal and child health
programs, including vaccination and access to medical care.

Several programs and plans targeting the prevention of alcoholism, drug
addiction, and other related issues are currently being implemented. Belarus
successfully manages a number of infectious diseases through effective
vaccination policies. The number of new HIV infections has steadily declined
from 0.24 in 2015 to 0.13 in 2024. Universal access to antiretroviral therapy is
ensured for people living with HIV (PLHIV), with notable improvements in
effectiveness. By early 2025, 93.4% of the estimated 95% of PLHIV in the
republic are aware of their HIV status, and among those diagnosed,
antiretroviral therapy coverage is high, with 87% achieving viral suppression.
HIV prevention programs, including pre-exposure prophylaxis, are effectively
implemented.

Special attention is paid to the prevention of infectious diseases.
According to the National Immunization Schedule, the population is
immunized against viral hepatitis B, tuberculosis, pertussis, diphtheria,
tetanus, poliomyelitis, measles, rubella, mumps, pneumococcal infection,
Haemophilus influenzae, and influenza (for certain population groups). Since
2025, the National Immunization Schedule of Belarus has included vaccination
of 11-year-old girls against human papillomavirus (HPV) infection, which is
expected to lead to the gradual elimination of cervical cancer within 20 years
among girls vaccinated during childhood.

This vaccination is free and provided in state healthcare institutions,
ensuring a high immunization coverage rate: the proportion of the target
population covered by immunization with all vaccines included in national
programs exceeds 98%.

The pharmaceutical industry provides a full range of domestic medicines
and medical devices, as well as access to imported drugs. The share of
Belarusian medicines in the domestic market by value is maintained at no less
than 50%, which is one of the highest rates compared to neighboring countries’
domestic markets.

As a result of a project supported by the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis, and Malaria, diagnosis and treatment of tuberculosis, including
drug-resistant forms, have improved. The tuberculosis incidence rate per
100,000 population has steadily declined from 32.8 in 2015 to 11.4 in 2024.

4 https://sdgplatform.belstat.gov.by/datasets/3.2.2
5 https://sdgplatform.belstat.gov.by/datasets/3.2.1
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The introduction of new technologies in transport safety, strict traffic
regulations, and efficient emergency services have contributed to reducing
mortality from road traffic accidents, which reached a record low of 4.8 cases
per 100,000 population in 2024 (compared to 7 cases per 100,000 in 2015)°.

As part of universal health screening, targeted screenings for several
cancers recommended by the World Health Organization (WHO) have been
implemented in Belarus for specific age groups: mammography screening for
breast cancer, cervical cancer screening, and colorectal cancer screening.

New technologies for treating infertility in both women and men are
being developed and implemented, and the method of in vitro fertilization
(IVF) is further advancing. Following legislation granting married couples the
right to one free IVF attempt at state healthcare institutions, 1,644 children
were born as a result of free IVF between 2021 and September 2024.

Belarus is becoming a popular global destination for medical tourism. In
2024, more than 160,000 patients from 159 countries visited Belarus for
treatment. Compared to 2023, the number of foreign patients increased by
20%. The most frequent medical tourists come from Russia, China,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Moldova, Armenia, Georgia, Syria, Germany, the
USA, Sri Lanka, Israel, Italy, Cyprus, Montenegro, Poland, and others. More
than 60% of patients are citizens of the CIS countries.

A trip to Belarus offers the opportunity for immediate medical
examinations, and check-up programs (comprehensive medical examinations)
are developing and gaining popularity.

Belarus’s healthcare and wellness complex features unique sanatorium-
resort and wellness organizations (a total of 287 institutions), where hospitable
and highly qualified staff provide both medical and wellness services using
new resort therapy technologies and SPA services, applying the latest
achievements of medical science.

I GOAL 4: QUALITY EDUCATION

s

Ensure inclusive and quality education for all and

' promote lifelong learning

Belarus maintains a high level of education among its population,
ensured by the right to free education. Thanks to the accessibility of higher
education, the share of employed persons with a high level of education is
rising in the country.

6 https://sdgplatform.belstat.gov.by/datasets/3.6.1
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As of 2025, about 7,000 educational institutions operate in Belarus,
covering all levels of education, where more than 2 million children, pupils,
students, and listeners receive education and training. In 2024, 14 new general
secondary and preschool education institutions were commissioned’.

The quality of the educational process is supported by well-developed
school infrastructure, which fully (100%) provides access to electricity,
drinking water, proper sanitation, and a high level of computer equipment for
educational purposes with Internet access (almost 100% in 2024%).

Belarus has established an open and continuously evolving system of
preschool education. In 2024, the coverage of children by preschool education
institutions reached 88.1% (compared to 74.9% in 2015). Budget funding for
preschool education supports the upkeep of institutions’ material and technical
infrastructure and provides children with essential resources. The educational
process has increasingly incorporated innovative methods and technologies in
recent years, such as the development of programs tailored to children’s
individual needs.

The state policy of Belarus in education is based on the principle of
compulsory general secondary education. In 2024, the completion rate of
primary education was 100%, and basic education — 98.1%. Many social
innovations have been introduced into school education, primarily the
development of digital technologies: an electronic educational platform has
been established, alongside the implementation of electronic diaries and
gradebooks.

According to the 2019 population census, the literacy rate among those
aged 15 and older was 99.87%°.

The secondary and higher education systems have strengthened the
practical focus of the educational process, reinforced collaborations between
educational institutions, scientific organizations, and the business sector, and
established network cooperation across different types of educational
institutions. Scientific and industrial clusters, incorporating leading
universities, are being established. Career guidance begins at school age and
aims to help students choose professions in demand in the labor market.
Special attention is paid to the development of STEM fields (science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics) and students’ creative abilities. The
National Children’s Technopark and regional institutions of additional
education for children and youth Network are developing their cooperation.

7 http://edu.gov.by/
8 https://sdgplatform.belstat.gov.by/datasets/4.a.1

9 https://sdgplatform.belstat.cov.by/datasets/4.6.1.1
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One of the new directions of additional education for children and youth
1s education for sustainable development (ESD). Environmental campaigns
and projects aimed at preserving the environment involving schoolchildren and
students are increasingly developing. School and university curricula are
increasingly including subjects and courses on ecology and sustainable
development. The “Green Schools” project is successfully implemented: while
there were 40 such schools in 2019 (over 400 in 2022), more than 700
educational institutions joined the project in 2024. Students of these schools
study biodiversity, energy saving, water conservation, waste management, air
quality, and organize various informational and ecological events.
Environmental Monitoring Clubs, equipped with meteorological instruments,
operate within select “green schools” in each region of the country.

Special emphasis is placed on professional development programs for
teachers and instructors, designed to continuously update their knowledge and
skills in response to evolving changes in the education system. These programs
cover topics such as innovative teaching methods, digital technologies, and the
pedagogy of sustainable development.

The share of teachers with the minimum required qualifications for
teaching at all educational levels remains consistently high: in 2024, 99.5% for
ISCED 1 (primary education), 98.6% for ISCED 2 (basic education), and
94.7% for ISCED 3 (secondary education)™.

Belarusian students, under certain conditions, can receive several types
of scholarships, including academic, social, personal, named, and special
scholarships. The most gifted students may also be awarded the President of
the Republic of Belarus scholarship.

Gender equality is maintained in secondary specialized and higher
education institutions; however, in vocational and technical training
institutions, males traditionally comprise over 65% of the student body.

Particular attention is devoted to promoting inclusion. Specialized
training and support programs for children with disabilities are introduced in
general education schools. Teachers receive training in inclusive education
methods and individual approaches to students with disabilities. Special
educational centers and classes for children with disabilities are also created in
regular schools.

In 2024, a new group of 17 SDG Youth Ambassadors and 17 deputies
were competitively selected in Belarus. In 20242025, their efforts to promote
the SDGs continued through a variety of events, contests, and campaigns
designed to raise awareness of sustainable development issues.

10 https://sdgplatform.belstat.gov.by/datasets/4.c.1



https://sdgplatform.belstat.gov.by/datasets/4.с.1

25

In 2024, the Maxim Tank Belarusian State Pedagogical University
prepared the first voluntary university review in the Republic of Belarus on the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda.

GOAL 5: GENDER EQUALITY

Achieve gender equality and empower all women and
girls

Based on 2024 data, Belarus ranked 27™ out of 172 countries in the
Gender Inequality Index published by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) in the Human Development Report. Notably, Belarus’s
index value decreased from 0.144 in 2015 to 0.08 in 2024, indicating a clear
trend toward reducing gender inequality in the country.

The sixth National Action Plan on Gender Equality for 2021-2025 is
currently being implemented, approved by the Council of Ministers of the
Republic of Belarus on December 30, 2020 (No. 793). This plan incorporates
recommendations from the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW).

A notable positive development in recent years is the increased
involvement of women and their expanded participation in the country’s
political and public life. Women now occupy over 40% of the seats in the
Belarusian parliament, ranking among the highest proportions in the CIS.

Belarus traditionally maintains a high female employment rate,
especially among working-age women (84.8% in 2024). The share of women
in leadership positions has grown, reaching 49.6% in 2024.

Women also hold positions in executive bodies, including ministries and
administrations at various levels, and have strong representation at regional
and local levels — 47.7%.

Belarus continues to improve its performance in ensuring gender
equality in reproductive health, empowerment, and economic participation of
girls and women.

A particular focus of state policy is support for rural women.

State and private reproductive centers in Belarus provide medical,
diagnostic, and counseling services to women of reproductive age and their
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partners, including treatment for severe infertility cases when natural
conception is not possible!!.

Early marriage is not a significant issue in Belarus: in 2019, only 0.1%
of women aged 20 to 24 had married or formed a union before age 15, and
4.7% before age 18.

The proportion of women aged 6—72 owning mobile phones increased
from 95% in 2017 to 98.2% in 2024, surpassing the corresponding figure for
men of the same age group (97.1% in 2024).

There is virtually no gender gap in pension provision: the average old-
age pension for men is just over 5% higher than that for women.

The web portal “Gender Statistics” is in operation to support effective
planning and evaluation of programs targeting the elimination of gender
disparities and stereotypes.

GOAL 6: CLEAN WATER AND SANITATION

6 2
e >4 Ensure access to water and sanitation for all

One of the key goals of the National Strategy for Water Resources
Management under Climate Change for the period up to 2030 (the Water
Strategy), approved by the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus on
February 22, 2022 (No. 91), is to improve the efficiency of water resource use
to ensure sustainable economic growth amid changing climate conditions,
while building an environment for the preservation of aquatic ecosystems.

Water supply services compliant with safety requirements are accessible
to 100% of the population in the Republic of Belarus.

Quality drinking water is available to 99.2% of Belarusian residents
(compared to 97.1% in 2022).

The water availability indicator in Belarus is 6,200 cubic meters per
capita per year, which is significantly higher than in neighboring countries.

The state implements a range of measures in wastewater management,
including the construction of sewage networks in areas of individual housing
development where such networks are absent.

Overall, due to the implementation of recirculating and sequential water
supply systems by enterprises, water savings in 2024 reached 95%.

11 Reproductive Health and IVVF Centers / Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus [Electronic resource]
— Access mode: https://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/dlya-belorusskikh-grazhdan/uchrejdenia-zdravoohranenia/tsentry-
reproduktivnogo-zdorovya-i-eks.php
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Measures are being taken to improve the efficiency of wastewater
treatment through the construction and reconstruction of treatment facilities.

Belarus maintains a high level of collection and treatment of domestic
and industrial wastewater. As of 2025, the share of safely treated domestic and
industrial wastewater in Belarus approaches 100%.

The state ensures oversight of wastewater treatment facility conditions,
compliance with allowable pollutant levels in wastewater, and the
environmental effects of wastewater discharge, among other aspects.

Particular attention is given to engaging local communities in advancing
water management and sanitation efforts. Local residents, together with state
and public organizations, play an active role in safeguarding and improving
water sources.

The Republic of Belarus pursues an active state policy aimed at ensuring
access to reliable and sustainable energy for all. Dependence on imported
energy resources is decreasing, partly due to the development of local
renewable energy sources. Significant investments have been made to upgrade
the country’s energy system, which has contributed to increased energy
efficiency and reduced losses in the electric grids.

All settlements in Belarus are supplied with electricity, and 100% of the
population — both urban and rural — has access to electricity. Work is ongoing
to develop electrical grids and modernize the existing equipment.

Clean fuels and technologies are predominantly used: cooking and
lighting are entirely powered by clean fuels and technologies, while heating is
supplied by clean energy sources at a rate of 84.4%.

As of 2023, the energy intensity of GDP was 368 kg of standard fuel per
million rubles, which represents a decrease of 12.2 kg of standard fuel per
million rubles from 2019 to 2023. The majority of fuel and energy savings have
been achieved through the implementation of new modern energy-efficient
technologies, processes, equipment and materials, improvements in the
efficiency of existing facilities, construction of new high-efficiency energy
sources, and optimization of heat supply schemes. Further improvements in
energy efficiency will be ensured through continued modernization and
technical re-equipment of production facilities, incorporating modern
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knowledge-intensive, resource- and energy-saving technologies, equipment,
and materials.

The installed capacity for energy production from renewable energy
sources (RES) per capita has increased 1.7 times since 2019 and reached 72.1
watts per capita in 2024. New renewable energy production facilities are
commissioned annually. Since 2020, the number of RES installations has
increased by 109 units.

The state implements strategies to improve energy efficiency, as well as
specific projects for the development of biomass-based systems and electric
heat pumps in the heating sector.

GOAL 8: DECENT WORK AND ECONOMIC
GROWTH

Promote inclusive and sustainable economic growth,
employment and decent work for all

Belarus is experiencing growth in real GDP and labor productivity, a
decline in unemployment, an increase in the education level of the employed
population, and a rise in average wages. In recent years, the Belarusian
economy has grown at rates exceeding the global average despite external trade
restrictions (in 2024, the growth rate of GDP per capita in the country was
104.5% of the previous year’s level).

In 2016-2024, labor productivity increased in comparable prices by
19.4%, and by the end of 2024, the labor productivity growth rate was 104.8%
compared to the 2023 level.

One of the enduring successes in advancing SDG 8 is the sustained
control of unemployment. In 2024, Belarus maintained a low unemployment
rate of 3%.

The share of young people aged 15 to 24 who are not in education,
employment, or training declined from 8.1% in 2015 to 4.5% in 2024.

Key measures to stimulate economic activity and maximize labor force
participation include active employment policies implemented by the state
employment service. Between 2021 and 2024:

38,800 people in need of additional employment guarantees were
employed;

2,100 people with disabilities were employed as part of labor adaptation;

11,500 people received training through labor, employment, and social
protection authorities;
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1,800 unemployed people were assisted in gaining practical work
experience in their profession;

171,300 schoolchildren and students were provided with temporary
employment during their free time;

3,200 unemployed people received support for starting their own
businesses, including subsidies;

396 families were relocated to new homes and workplaces;

121,900 persons engaged in paid community work programs.

In 2024, significant legislative changes were made in the field of
entrepreneurship as part of state policy to develop small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs). This reform aims to scale up businesses and has
established incentives for business expansion.

The range of state financial support and the methods of its provision have
been expanded to include guarantees for loan obligations, grants, partial
reimbursement of commissions on bank guarantees and letters of credit, and
partial reimbursement of costs for investment projects. The scope of
beneficiaries has also been broadened to include medium-sized enterprises.

Financial support is provided through the State Program “Small and
Medium Entreprencurship” for 2021-2025, which supports and develops
infrastructure institutions offering a wide range of business services and
resource support such as premises and equipment. These institutions include
business support centers and small business incubators.

Efforts continue to reduce administrative burdens on businesses through
phased simplification and digitalization of procedures, consolidated in the
“one-stop shop" service.

The state employment service, employment agents, social guarantees,
and compensations ensure population employment. Mechanisms include
training citizens in labor market-demanded professions, organizing temporary
employment, providing unemployed people with advisory, methodological,
and legal assistance, training in legal and financial entrepreneurship basics, and
financial support for business and other activities.

Belarus’s tourism industry continues to develop and adapt to changing
conditions. Tourism remains an important and promising economic sector with
potential to catalyze growth in related industries. Measures are being
implemented to promote the country’s tourism potential, and build a robust
tourism industry.

The introduction of innovative digital banking technologies stimulates
active development and wider accessibility of financial services, encouraging
their use by individuals and organizations. The proportion of bank clients
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connected to remote banking services has increased significantly between 2016
and 2024: from 38.32% to 69.4% among individuals, and from 65.97% to
80.87% among legal entities. The population’s ownership of bank payment
cards has been steadily increasing. According to the National Bank of Belarus,
19.4 million cards were in circulation as of January 1, 2025.

Efforts are underway to develop an infrastructure enabling all
participants in the financial and banking sector to utilize and implement instant
payment systems, QR codes, and NFC tags for goods and services payments.
The share of cashless turnover in retail trade reached 60.1% in 2024.

GOAL 9: INDUSTRY, INNOVATION AND

| " _ INFRASTRUCTURE

~ i Build resilient infrastructure, promote sustainable
' industrialization and foster innovation

The Republic of Belarus is demonstrating positive dynamics in the
development of transport infrastructure and manufacturing industry. Current
industrial development is propelled by investment, innovation, import
substitution, enhanced product quality, and sustained competitiveness. The
focus is on high-tech sectors such as microelectronics, instrumentation,
metallurgy, electric transport, automotive, passenger, agricultural, construction
and forestry machinery, and most importantly, the component base for all
products. Between 2021 and 2023, over 900 new machinery models were
developed.

The most developed industrial sectors in the country include the
machine-building complex, food and light industries, woodworking,
production of petroleum products and chemicals, rubber and plastic goods,
building materials, and the pharmaceutical industry.

Efforts continue to modernize infrastructure and re-equip industrial
enterprises to align their activities with sustainable development by increasing
resource efficiency, reflected in the reduction in CO2 emissions per unit of
added value. There is a consistent downward trend of 12—15% annually in this
indicator, which stood at 0.29 kg CO2 per ruble in 2023.

Ensuring full year-round road access for the rural population is a crucial
indicator of effective infrastructure policy, greatly enhancing quality of life in
rural areas and fostering more dynamic economic development. The share of
rural population living within 2 km of a year-round road reached 100% as early
as 2020.
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The “Roads of Belarus” state program for 2021-2025 implements a
comprehensive set of measures encompassing maintenance, current and capital
repairs, construction and reconstruction of roads and related infrastructure,
alongside scientific, technical, and innovative initiatives.

Belarus 1s actively promoting scientific research and enhancing the
technological capacity of its industrial sectors by fostering innovation and
expanding the R&D workforce. Preliminary data for 2024 indicate that
research and development expenditures account for 0.59% of GDP.

The share of innovative products shipped in the total volume of industrial
shipments increased from 16.6% in 2019 to 22.3% in 2024. There is a growing
number of manufacturing enterprises accredited as scientific organizations.

Comprehensive measures are carried out to boost the production and
export of high-tech, knowledge-intensive products, particularly by promoting
scientific research and development within real-sector enterprises. The State
Program for Innovative Development of Belarus for 2021-2025 is in progress.
Additionally, technoparks have been granted the authority to create innovation
development funds to facilitate operations, strengthen material and technical
resources, and finance innovation projects by resident companies.

Efforts continue to support developments, research, and innovations in
domestic technologies. A key indicator of this work is the share of added value
from high-tech industry products in the total added value: it increased from
5.3% 1in 2019 to 7.7% in 2024.

GOAL 10: REDUCED INEQUALITIES

Reduce inequality within and among countries

Income inequality in Belarus is relatively low compared to other
countries in Eastern Europe and the CIS, which is attributed to a high level of
social support and income redistribution through the state welfare system.

To reduce inequality and provide state support, Belarus implements
targeted social assistance programs and offers a wide range of social benefits.
The country allocates about 13—14% of its GDP to social protection. These
expenditures include pensions, unemployment benefits, social payments to
families with children, people with disabilities, and other vulnerable groups.

The level of inclusion of vulnerable population groups, including people
with disabilities, women, and migrants, is increasing through a range of social
programs and legislative initiatives.
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The share of people with incomes below 50% of the national median
income in Belarus decreased from 6.4% in 2015 to 5.5% in 2024; for women,
this figure declined from 6.1% to 5.3%, and for men from 6.8% to 6.1%,
respectively.

To improve economic well-being and reduce inequality, Belarus actively
cooperates with other countries. Expanding relations with 67 rapidly
developing countries in Africa and the Middle East, along with 11 international
regional organizations, is becoming increasingly vital for strengthening the
“far arc” of Belarus’s foreign policy.

The volume of direct investments from Belarus continues to grow — from
USD 719.1 million in 2015 to USD 1,550.6 million in 2023.

The Republic of Belarus demonstrates stable positive trends in housing
provision, accessibility of urban infrastructure, and preservation of cultural
heritage, which are key to a stable and safe future for the population. The
country ensures universal access to adequate, safe, affordable housing and
essential services.

A high level of housing amenities is observed, with the share of the
population living in well-equipped housing increasing steadily and reaching
94.5% in 2024. To provide quality and energy-efficient housing, the country
constructs multi-apartment energy-efficient residential buildings, which
accounted for 99.7% of the total area of commissioned multi-apartment
housing.

According to the population census conducted every ten years, the share
of the urban population living in non-residential premises (to the total
population in urban areas) was 0.004% in 2019, showing a downward trend
from 0.008% in 2009.

Rental housing construction is rapidly advancing. Expanding individual
housing construction, alongside the development of supporting engineering,
transport, and social infrastructure, remains a key priority in the construction
sector.

Current legislation regulates the price per square meter, prohibiting
developers from setting arbitrary prices for new buildings. Pricing is
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determined based on project documentation prepared by design institutes and
approved through expert review, taking into account the sources of financing.

In the commercial housing sector, pricing is determined by market
supply and demand and depends on the population’s purchasing power and
market offer volume.

The state supports citizens registered as needing improved housing
conditions and eligible for state assistance by offering both preferential and
subsidized loans for housing construction. Targeted support measures are also
in place for large families and individuals building homes in urban-type
settlements and rural areas.

Belarus ensures access to safe, affordable, and open green zones and
public spaces for all, especially women and children, the elderly, and people
with disabilities. In 2023, the greening level reached the required 40% in 131
cities and district centers (99.2% of their total number). The vast majority of
the urban population has convenient access to public transport: 96.6% in 2021.

Efforts to implement innovative solutions focus on improving urban road
infrastructure, municipal waste management, residential energy efficiency, and
the expansion of green areas.

In 2025, the state digital platform “Smart City (Region)” will cover 17
cities (6 regional and 11 district centers) and regions, aiming to optimize city
(region) administration operations, including the creation, implementation, and
development of electronic and digital services.

Legislation in Belarus ensures direct civil society participation in urban
planning and management. Public consultations are held on general and
detailed urban planning projects, and architectural-planning concepts of
construction projects are also subject to public discussion in absence of
approved detailed plans.

The absence of major emergencies confirms the effectiveness of
preventive safety measures and readiness for potential crises.

Efforts to reduce negative environmental impacts in cities remain
relevant, including improving air quality and effective waste removal.

In pursuit of this goal, initiatives are being implemented to reduce
environmental harm, emphasizing air quality improvement and effective waste
removal. The proportion of the population regularly accessing municipal solid
waste removal services has reached 100%.

Proper air quality is ensured by regulating industrial pollutant emissions,
implementing air protection measures by natural resource users, and reducing
emissions from motor vehicles.
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Between 2023 and 2024, air quality monitoring networks were expanded
in seven cities, where monitoring stations were equipped.

Active cooperation with the UNESCO World Heritage Center continues
on implementing the Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage. Four Belarusian sites are included on the UNESCO World
Heritage List: Belovezhskaya Pushcha, Struve Geodetic Arc, Mir Castle
Complex, and the Architectural, Residential, and Cultural Complex of the
Radziwill Family at Nesvizh. The tentative list includes the Augustow Canal,
Transfiguration Church and Cathedral of Holy Wisdom in Polotsk, Kolozha
Church of Sts. Boris and Gleb in Grodno, defensive religious structures
(Church of the Nativity of God’s Mother in Murovanka, Church of St. Michael
in Synkovichy, and Church of Saint John the Baptist in Kamai), and wooden
churches of Polesie from the 17"-18" centuries (Church of St. Nikita in
Zditovo, Transfiguration Church in Khmelevo, etc.). In 2024, the Belarusian-
Russian nomination “Memorials to the Heroes of the Great Patriotic War: Brest
Fortress and Mamayev Kurgan” was added to the tentative UNESCO World
Heritage list.

The Republic of Belarus is actively implementing state policies aimed at
adopting the principles of the ‘“green” and circular economy, which
significantly reduce the pressure on ecosystems while increasing the recycling
of material resources at all stages of the life cycle of goods and services. This
approach not only reduces waste generation but also helps address the high
carbon intensity of the economy by improving energy and resource efficiency
and reducing dependence on imported resources.

The Republic of Belarus has developed and is consistently implementing
the National Action Plan for the Development of a Green Economy for 2021—
2025. Between 2021 and 2023, the following results were achieved:

the utilization rate of municipal solid waste (MSW) increased from
33.9% in 2022 to 39.6% in 2024;

about 10% of enterprises apply circular economy principles;

the utilization rate of production waste reached approximately 90%
(excluding large-tonnage waste).


http://www.belarus.by/en/travel/belarus-life/belovezhskaya-pushcha
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There is a reduction in per capita food waste at the retail and consumer
levels, and food losses in production and supply chains, including post-harvest
losses, are decreasing. This reduction is achieved through improved
technologies for producing agricultural raw materials and food; optimization
of raw material and finished food product supply cycles; widespread recycling
and further use of waste.

Processing and neutralization of production waste classified as hazard
classes 1-3 are reliably maintained. The share of municipal solid waste
utilization is increasing, driven by enhanced investments, the adoption of
advanced technological solutions, and strengthened legislation. This progress
is further supported by long-term investment programs that lay the foundation
for modernizing existing infrastructure for municipal solid waste management
and the recovery of secondary material resources.

Belarusian enterprises consistently implement measures to introduce
energy-efficient technologies and equipment, reduce waste generation and
improve recycling, incorporate renewable energy sources into the fuel balance,
and create new opportunities for additional employment. Resource-efficient
production projects are implemented at enterprises processing agricultural raw
materials, as well as in the construction materials and products industry. The
woodworking, paper, glass, chemical, food, metallurgy sectors, along with
other areas of the economy, are adopting environmental innovations and green
technologies.

Pursuant to the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants
(POPs), comprehensive activities are underway to dispose of POPs
domestically. Efforts to eliminate the Petrikov Obsolete Pesticide Burial
Ground continue, with 96.8 tons of obsolete pesticides extracted and relocated
in 2024, totaling 2,666.1 tons since 2008. Furthermore, repackaging and
removal operations targeting obsolete pesticides in business entity warehouses
have been implemented, with approximately 1,545 tons removed and
neutralized since 2020.
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Belarus is implementing a comprehensive and systematic policy to
combat climate change and its consequences, aimed at enhancing population
safety, integrating environmental sustainability into economic and social

GOAL 13: CLIMATE ACTION

Take urgent action to combat climate change and its
impacts
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strategies, and contributing to the achievement of international climate goals.
These efforts not only reduce the country’s vulnerability but also aim to create
a sustainable and secure future.

At the national level, climate change response measures are incorporated
into policies, strategies, and planning. The country has approved the Action
Plan for Implementing the Provisions of the Paris Agreement to the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change, the National Action Plan to
Increase Absorption by Greenhouse Gas Sinks for the Period up to 2030, the
Strategy and National Action Plan on Adaptation of Forestry in Belarus to
Climate Change until 2050 and 2030, respectively. The Strategy for Adaptation
of Agriculture to Climate Change by 2050 and the Agricultural Adaptation
Action Plan for 2020-2025 have also been developed.

In 2021, a new nationally determined contribution was approved, aiming
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 35% by 2030 compared to 1990 levels.

As 0f 2023, greenhouse gas emissions were reduced by 40.3% compared
to 1990, excluding forest absorption, and by 62.9% including absorption.

The Republic of Belarus is actively implementing its National Strategy
for Disaster Risk Reduction for 2019-2030. Local authorities have fully
adopted and are diligently implementing local disaster risk reduction strategies
in harmony with the national strategy.

Belarus has established a legally mandated system of continuous
environmental education, based on the national education system and utilizing
its teaching and material resources.

The air quality monitoring network includes 85 stationary observation
points. Air quality monitoring covers 26 industrial cities, the Mozyr industrial
district, and the Berezinsky Biosphere Reserve. Air quality indices in
settlements are generally rated as very good, good, or moderate.

As a result of these measures, among 180 countries worldwide, Belarus
rose to 32™ place in the 2024 global Environmental Performance Index (EPI)
ranking, surpassing all EAEU countries — Kazakhstan (72"), the Russian
Federation (83™), Armenia (94™), and Kyrgyzstan (105™) — as well as countries
such as the USA (35™), the UAE (53™), Israel (70'"), and others.
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GOAL 14: LIFE BELOW WATER

E Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine
| | resources

The Republic of Belarus is consistently implementing a comprehensive
set of measures aimed at improving the condition of surface water bodies
subject to anthropogenic pressure. The country takes actions to maintain
favorable conditions of surface watercourses that are part of the Black Sea and
Baltic Sea basins, thereby indirectly influencing their state and ecological well-
being.

The principle of basin management for water resources has been
developed and is progressively being implemented, with an emphasis on
managing river basins and enhancing the ecological condition of surface water
bodies. By 2025, it is planned to assign a “good” or higher ecological status to
up to 75% of water bodies. The developed river basin management plans
include activities aimed at maintaining “good” or “excellent” ecological status
of water bodies, reducing negative impacts, and improving their condition.

Belarus has an effective system of regulatory legal acts governing the
protection and rational use of fish resources and their habitats such as the Rules
for Recreational Fishing, Rules for Fisheries Management, Regulations on the
Procedure for Leasing Surface Water Bodies for Fish Farming, Veterinary and
Sanitary Rules for the Maintenance, Rearing, Breeding, and Transportation of
Pond Fish, etc.

The country also enforces measures to combat violations of established
regulations, carries out oversight activities, and ensures appropriate
administrative and criminal accountability.

Fishing quotas, permits, and bans are reviewed annually and established
both for specific fishing grounds and nationwide, covering various fish species.
These measures apply to both individuals and legal entities.
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The Republic of Belarus demonstrates consistent and purposeful
progress in achieving SDG 15.

GOAL 15: LIFE ON LAND

L
§0 Sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, halt
r and reverse land degradation, halt biodiversity loss



38

Belarus implements the Strategy for the Conservation and Sustainable
Use of Biological Diversity, the National Action Plan for Conservation and
Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity for 2021-2025, and the State Program
“Environmental Protection and Sustainable Use of Natural Resources” for
2021-2025.

The proportion of specially protected natural areas (SPNAs) in the total
land area 1s increasing and stands at 9.2%. The development of SPNAs is based
on the National Strategy for the Development of the System of Specially
Protected Natural Areas, the Scheme for the Rational Placement of Specially
Protected Natural Areas of National Significance, and regional schemes for the
rational placement of locally significant SPNAs.

As of 2024, Belarus ranks 11" in the Red List Index, reflecting
biodiversity conservation, with an index value of 0.98.

The fourth edition of the Red Book includes 203 species of wild animals
(1.3% of the total number of wild animal species in Belarus) and 303 species
of wild plants (2.6% of the total number of wild plants). Between 2023 and
2024, an analysis was conducted of monitoring data on fauna and flora, state
cadasters, and scientific and other research from the past decade. This
comprehensive review will serve as the foundation for the fifth edition of the
Red Book.

There is a steady trend of increasing forest land area. The forest fund area
exceeds 40% of the country’s territory. The formation of highly productive and
sustainable forests, rational use of forest resources, and enhancement of the
resource potential of forests to meet economic and social needs are provided
for in the State Program “Belarusian Forest” for 2021-2025.

The average stock of forest stands increases by 1-2% annually. The share
of forest cultures created on a genetic and breeding basis in the total area of
forest sowing and planting reached 60.6% in 2024.

Measures are taken to combat poaching and illegal trade in protected
species of flora and fauna. The volume of illegally imported and exported
(moved) live wild animals, along with their parts and derivatives, across the
state border of Belarus accounted for less than 0.1% of the total volume of
moved wild animals during 20182020, and no illegal movement of animals
was recorded between 2021 and 2024.

To implement the provisions of the Nagoya Protocol on Access to
Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from
their Utilization under the Convention on Biological Diversity, Belarus
adopted Law No. 356-Z “On Genetic Resources” on March 5, 2024, which
establishes the legislative framework for national legal regulation in this area.
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Belarus carries out a wide range of activities to prevent land (soil)
degradation as part of the strategy to implement the UN Convention to Combat
Desertification and the National Action Plan on Prevention of Land (Soil)
Degradation for 2021-2025. The effectiveness of these measures is reflected in
the fact that land affected by various types of soil degradation accounted for
only 8.9% of the country’s total area in 2024.

Measures are underway to restore degraded ecosystems, including
peatlands. Ecological rehabilitation of disturbed peatlands has been carried out
on more than 40 project sites, restoring over 70,000 hectares of peatlands.
Taking into account additional effects, the overall condition of 85,000 to
90,000 hectares has been improved.

Belarus has incorporated the ecological rehabilitation of disturbed
peatlands into its national targets for achieving a neutral land degradation
balance by 2030, in accordance with the UN Convention to Combat
Desertification.
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GOAL 16: PEACE, JUSTICE AND STRONG
INSTITUTIONS

Promote just, peaceful and inclusive societies

According to sociological monitoring, the level of perceived safety
among the population in the Republic of Belarus is quite high. Surveys show
that a significant majority of people feel safe on the streets and in public places.

The rate of intentional homicides in the country remains relatively low:
from 2015 to 2024, the number of victims of intentional homicides decreased
from 3.4 to 1.5 cases per 100,000 population, which is significantly below the
global average.

The amount of seized, found, voluntarily surrendered, and confiscated
firearms has decreased: in 2024, 782 units were seized compared to 1,342 units
in 2015. Persons who voluntarily surrender illegally held weapons, their
components, and ammunition are exempt from criminal and administrative
liability.

A major achievement in law enforcement is the 45.5% reduction in
crimes related to illegal activities involving narcotic drugs in 2024 compared
to 2015.12

Births, marriages, adoptions, establishment of maternity and/or paternity,
changes of surname, given name, patronymic, deaths, and divorces are subject
to mandatory registration with civil status registration authorities in accordance

12 hitps://dataportal.belstat.gov.by/osids/indicator-info/10108000003
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with the provisions of the Family Code of the Republic of Belarus. This is done
to protect the personal non-property and property rights of citizens as well as
in the interests of the state and society.

The state takes measures against the illegal movement abroad and non-
return of children, their abduction, and trafficking in any form and for any
purpose, in accordance with legislation and international law.

Belarus has established a unified system of state bodies combating
corruption, including the prosecution, internal affairs, and state security
agencies. Effective mechanisms of state anti-corruption policy have been
created and implemented in practice. In recent years, the share of detected
corruption-related crimes in the total crime structure has annually remained at
no more than 2-3%.

A current priority for Belarus is the promotion of amicable dispute
resolution practices and responsible cooperation in society. The country
actively supports the development of alternative dispute resolution methods,
particularly mediation.

Belarusian legislation mandates public discussions of draft normative
legal acts, public consultations in architectural, urban planning, and
construction projects, as well as public reviews of environmentally significant
projects, environmental impact assessment reports, and strategic
environmental assessment reports.
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The Republic of Belarus is implementing a comprehensive set of
measures to integrate the principles of sustainable development across various
sectors. The National Architecture for managing the process of achieving the
SDGs has been established, including the National SDG Coordinator, the
Council for Sustainable Development, intersectoral groups, regional
sustainable development groups, a sustainable development partnership group,
a parliamentary sustainable development group, and others.

The key long-term guiding document is the National Strategy for
Sustainable Development. This document forms the basis for developing state
planning and forecasting documents — sectoral strategies, a five-year program,
and programs for sectors and regions. In 2025, the draft National Strategy for
Sustainable Development of the Republic of Belarus until 2040 was approved.

GOAL 17: PARTNERSHIP FOR THE GOALS

Revitalize the global partnership for sustainable
development
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The National List of SDG Indicators has been developed, with 70% of
indicators aligned with global standards, and responsible state bodies
designated for indicator formation. Data are available on the National Platform
for reporting on the implementation of SDGs 3.

National statistical legislation fully complies with the Fundamental
Principles of Official Statistics and the European Statistics Code of Practice.

A population census is conducted every 10 years, as mandated by law.

Belarus has developed and is implementing a system of state programs
designed to promote comprehensive national development and enhance the
quality of life.

At the core is the Socio-Economic Development Program, which defines
goals, objectives, and priority areas for the country’s socio-economic
development over a five-year period, along with implementation measures and
target indicators for various sectors and regions. State programs in specific
areas serve as instruments for implementing the Socio-Economic Development
Program.

Key budget and financing indicators demonstrate a stable revenue
structure and a moderate decline in the share of the national budget financed
by domestic taxes. GDP growth, along with key macroeconomic indicators
such as increased household expenditure and gross accumulation, signals
positive economic progress.

In 2024, the country’s GDP amounted to 246.6 billion rubles, increasing
by 9.6% in comparable prices relative to 2015. The GDP per capita growth rate
in comparable prices was 104.5% in 2024, exceeding the 2015 level by 13.5%.

According to international comparisons based on purchasing power
parity (PPP) for 2021, Belarus ranked 62" globally with a PPP GDP of USD
256.9 billion, representing 0.2% of the world’s total GDP. In 2024, Belarus’s
GDP at PPP had grown 1.8 times compared to 2015, reaching USD 301.3
billion.

The average GDP per capita at PPP in 2021 was USD 20,300, exceeding
the global average. In 2024, GDP per capita at PPP reached USD 33,000, an
increase of 1.8 times compared to 2015.

By the end of 2024, the consumer price index increase slowed by 7.6
percentage points compared to 2022 (from 12.8% to 5.2% annually). The
unemployment rate decreased by 0.5 percentage points (from 4% to 3.5% over
the same period).

13 https://sdgplatform.belstat.gov.by/
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The current account balance changed by -1.1 percentage points (from
-0.3% in 2020 to -2.5% of GDP in 2024). The net inflow of foreign direct
investment as a percentage of GDP over the indicated period remained
unchanged, at 2.3%.

The total revenue of the consolidated budget as a percentage of GDP in
2024 was 34.5%, including 29.3% from tax revenues, 3.4% from non-tax
revenues, and 1.8% from gratuitous receipts. The revenue structure remains
stable, with a noted decrease in the share of the national budget financed by
domestic taxes from 83.8% in 2015 to 66.2% in 2023.

Foreign direct investment and international technical assistance as a
percentage of the total national budget amounted to 6.9% in 2023.

The development of national capabilities for tax and other revenue
collection i1s conducted within the framework of Belarus’s tax system. The
country operates under a unified budgetary, financial, tax, monetary, and
currency policy. The budget system includes republican and local budgets.

State regulation of foreign trade is exercised through customs-tariff
regulation, non-tariff regulation, prohibitions and restrictions on foreign trade
in services and intellectual property, and economic and administrative
measures promoting foreign trade development.

Belarus has established an export support system, including specialized
institutions for export crediting, leasing, and export risk insurance.

Customs-tariff regulation measures are introduced in accordance with
the EAEU Treaty. As a member state of the EAEU, Belarus provides tariff
preferences for goods imported from developing and least developed countries.

The ratio of expenses for servicing the country’s gross external debt to
exports of goods and services has been decreasing since 2014, with a decline
of -13.5 percentage points to 12.1% in 2024.

Belarus cooperates in science and technology with more than 50
countries, implementing joint scientific and technical projects under
international agreements.

Belarus continuously expands and intensifies participation in
international organizations and associations, being a member of several
integration groups (EAEU, CIS, the Union State, CSTO), the UN including
UNDP, UNEP, UNECE, UNCTAD, UNIFEM, UNFPA, UNICEF, UN
specialized agencies (UNESCO, WHO, WMO, WIPO, ILO, UNIDO, UPU,
ITU, ICAO, IMF), the World Bank Group (IBRD, IFC, MIGA, IDA), and
other international organizations (IAEA, IOM, ISO, etc.).

Belarus seeks to expand and diversify international relations and explore
new sustainable development opportunities. This policy is reflected by



43

Belarus’s attainment of full membership in the SCO on July 4, 2024, and
partner status in BRICS on November 11, 2024 — two pivotal organizations
shaping the emerging multipolar world order.

Belarus participates in UN activities through sessions and plenary
meetings of the UN General Assembly, speeches at the UN Security Council,
participation in meetings of the United Nations Economic and Social Council,
submission of draft resolutions to the UN General Assembly, the Economic
and Social Council and its subsidiary bodies, and participation in meetings of
the Parties to UN conventions.
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CONCLUSION

The preparation and discussion of the draft third Voluntary National
Review engaged all relevant stakeholders, including government authorities,
public organizations, UN agencies in Belarus, business representatives, and
youth.

Issues raised by stakeholders during at least 2024-2025 were addressed
through joint meetings and consultations, including the second National Forum
on Sustainable Development, regional sustainable development forums, and in
the process of development of regional strategies for sustainable development.

The document was reviewed at a meeting of the key advisory body of
the national mechanism for managing the SDG achievement process in Belarus
— the Council for Sustainable Development.

The preparation process of the third national review allowed for the
collection and analysis of assessments by national and international experts on
Belarus’s fulfillment of its commitments under the United Nations 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The document will serve as an important guide for improving the
national SDG mechanism, identifying promising areas of cooperation with
international organizations, including joint project activities.

The analysis conducted during the preparation of the third Voluntary
National Review reveals a consistently positive trend in Belarus’s progress
toward implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in recent
years, including the period since the previous review in 2022.

In the context of global instability and sanctions imposed by some
Western countries since 2022 and earlier, Belarus has taken significant steps to
minimize negative impacts related to sustainable development challenges,
focusing on supporting key economic sectors such as agriculture and industry,
actively developing programs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve
energy efficiency. Key state policy priorities continue to include support for
vulnerable population groups, increasing employment levels, ensuring access
to medical services, and enhancing the quality of healthcare — particularly in
rural areas — as well as improving education.

These measures have not only averted the slowdown in implementing
the 2030 Agenda experienced by many countries worldwide but have also
secured steady and positive progress toward Belarus’s planned targets over the
past three years.

To implement the 2030 Agenda, the National Architecture for managing
the process of achieving the SDGs, established in 2017, continues to operate
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effectively, ensuring harmonization of the SDGs with national and regional
strategic documents on sustainable development.

The Council for Sustainable Development continued to play a key role
in shaping state policy on the 2030 Agenda implementation in Belarus,
defining priority activities of government bodies, developing proposals to
improve the entire SDG architecture in Belarus, and facilitating dialogue with
civil society and international organizations on sustainable development
issues.

Belarus’s main efforts to achieve the SDGs in the upcoming period will
focus on five priorities defined by the updated National Strategy for
Sustainable Development until 2040: family and human potential, education,
technology and business environment, ecology, and resource efficiency.

Among the key elements of the National Architecture for managing the
process of achieving the SDGs in the near future, Belarus takes into account
the following:

o Engaging all stakeholders in decision-making processes and
expanding youth participation by further developing SDG youth ambassadors
programs and volunteering opportunities;

o Prioritizing regional development within national planning by
implementing the objectives outlined in the strategies for sustainable
development of all six Belarusian regions: Brest, Vitebsk, Gomel, Grodno,
Mogilev, and Minsk;

o Maintaining close cooperation with UN bodies, other international
organizations, and especially the UN country team in Belarus, guided by the
objectives outlined in the Framework and country cooperation programs of UN
agencies with Belarus for the upcoming five-year period beginning in 2026;

o Strengthening sustainable development partnerships through
Belarus’s active participation in key international organizations and unions,
including the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS), Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), BRICS,
and others;

o Enhancing Belarus’s participation in global strategic decision-
making processes focused on long-term development “beyond 2030.”

Given the current circumstances, Belarus regards the establishment and
maintenance of peace and security “without conditions and ultimatums,” the
strengthening of partnerships grounded in respect for national traditions and
values, and the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of other
states as essential prerequisites for successfully implementing the SDGs at
both global and national levels.



